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St Stephens
OCTOBER is here and we continue The Millennium Seed Bank at the
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, suggests
to enjoy the colours of autumn all
that two in five plant species are in danger
around us:
of extinction – not just from this year‟s
 Fruit trees heavy with fruit in gardens
(although many may have given of their crops
earlier this year).
 Leaves and seeds falling to the ground,
walks through parks or along pavements
with the crispness underfoot that we
associate with the season.
 The „seedtime and the harvest‟ which
we sung about in our church recently and
will continue to sing about in schools and
care homes for weeks to come, and –
 all being well as we recognise the
familiarity of the turning of the seasons.

HOWEVER, the heatwave of the summer
months that brought drought to parts of
Britain and also in significant areas of the
globe, has meant that the browned dry
gardens and fields, hedges and verges
have been with us for quite some time.
And with sadness we recall the wildfires
which broke out across both field and
forest.
The seasons seem less defined, the wildlife less prevalent, and the lives we live
just a little more precarious perhaps.
What are we doing to our world and
what are we doing to mitigate disaster?

drought or fire but as a consequence of
our failure to look after our world with
respect, and the devastating changes to
the climate that are happening as a result.
The Millennium Seed Project is collecting seeds from as many species across the
UK and the world as it can. It will keep
them at sub-zero temperatures in specially
designed underground vaults that are
flood, bomb and radiation-proof.
They currently have over 2.4 billion
seeds – and counting! A „Noah‟s Ark‟ of
seeds for the future, should we need it.
Seeds are the precious treasure-chests of
life. They provide the food we eat as grain
for bread, and crops of all kinds.
They provide flowers and shrubs for our
pleasure. They grow into trees for the
cleansing and replenishing of the air we
breathe.
In so many ways, seeds sustain life.
Julian of Norwich, the 14th Century
Mystic and anchoress, in one of her many
visions, found herself holding a hazelnut
in her hand, as miniscule in God‟s eye as a
tiny round ball floating in space, and she
asked God what it was, and the reply came
„it is all that is made… and God loves it‟.
Continued overleaf>
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St Stephens

Readings
& Collects
SUNDAY 02 OCTOBER
16th Sunday after Trinity

Habakkuk 1:1 4, 2:1 4; Psalm 37: 9
2 Timothy 1:1–14; Luke 17:5–10
LORD OF CREATION, whose glory
is around and within us: open our
eyes to your wonders, that we may
serve you with reverence and know
your peace at our lives‟ end, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 09 OCTOBER
17th Sunday after Trinity

2 Kings 5:1–3; 7–15c; Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8–15; Luke 17:11–19

GRACIOUS GOD, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us from unbelief
and banish our anxieties with the
liberating love of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 16 OCTOBER
18th Sunday after Trinity

Genesis 32:22–31; Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14 –4:5; Luke 18:1–8

GOD, our judge and saviour, teach us
to be open to your truth and to trust
in your love, that we may live each
day with confidence in the salvation
which is given through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER
Bible Sunday

Isaiah 45:22–25; Psalm 119:129–136
Romans 15:1–6; Luke 4:16–24

FAITHFUL LORD, whose steadfast
love never ceases and whose mercies
never come to an end: grant us the
grace to trust you and to receive the
gifts of your love, new every morning,
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER
4th Sunday before Advent

Isaiah 1:10–18; Psalm 32:1–8: 2
Thessalonians 1:1–12; Luke 19:1–10

GOD, our light and our salvation:
illuminate our lives, that we may see
your goodness in the land of the
living, and looking on your beauty
may be changed into the likeness of
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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(Continued from overleaf)
The seed is so important for the
future of our world, so important for
our survival, so important to God
that we should be mindful to make
sure that we do our best to protect
and preserve it.
This autumn perhaps you could
find the space and time to reflect on
the precariousness of our ecosystems, to think about how we use
the world‟s resources and to make
the changes needed in our own lives
to preserve our world.
Perhaps also, we could sow, plant
or grow something new for God and
for the future of our world.
Lisa

COSTS ARE RISING!
WE ARE ALL very aware of the
increases in the cost of living. It‟s all
around us and is affecting us all.
Some of us will sail through this
storm more easily than others.
So please do be aware of those
around you. If you can share something you have with someone in
need, then please do.
There is support available from
South Gloucestershire Council, and
for more information please do
search for „financial support for
residents‟ on the South Glos website.
Here is a link for it if you are looking
at this online.
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/financialsupport-for-residents

I am unplugging things and nagging my family to switch lights and
computers etc off when they are not
being used. I‟ve also come across this
chart and find it helpful, as I think
about how I cook and the cost of doing so. Therefore I thought I‟d share
it with you – hope you find it of use.
If you want to pray about your
financial concerns, then please do
just ask. While I cannot offer
financial advice (as I’m not qualified to
do so), I can listen and perhaps point
you in the right direction to get help.
And having someone to share your
concerns with, and pray about them
together, always helps.

Lisa

HOW YOU CAN MAKE –

A Lasting Gift to our Church
Previous gifts:

Dear Friends,
IN THE PAST, it has always been a
great encouragement whenever
someone has left a gift in his or her
will to our Church.
It’s their testimony to the faithfulness, goodness and generosity of
God and their thankfulness for the
life of St Stephens.
I want to encourage everyone in
our church family, old and young, to
make a will, review it regularly, and
consider the difference a gift in your
will could make. I’ve done so, and it’s
given me great peace, joy and hope.
Thank you.
Revd Lisa Wigmore –Vicar

Your Parish,Your Gift

MANY people give regularly to the
mission and ministry of the parish.
We are stewards of everything we
own–not just our income–and gifts
in wills are a natural part of that
giving.
They are a valuable and lasting
way to invigorate the life of St
Stephens and transform its future.
St Stephens is very blessed with
regular giving in various ways to the
mission and ministry in Soundwell,
one of which is money.
A gift in your will can be an expression of your gratitude and
thanksgiving towards God, and is a
lasting way to ensure St Stephens
Church is a continuing presence for
future generations.
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The PCC has written a Legacy
Policy confirming that, however
large or small your gift, they will use
it to make a real difference to our
church.

Our Legacy Policy

THE POLICY of the PCC is to use
gifts in wills to help fund significant development projects in the
Parish. Since needs change over the
years, we encourage church members to leave a gift for the general
purposes of the parish, rather than
for a restricted purpose.
The PCC will discuss with executors, if they want this, the most
appropriate use of the gift in the
light of current projects and the
donor‟s known areas of interest in
the church (eg: children and youth,
music, buildings, mission etc), and
the church‟s priorities at the time.
For further information, please
visit www.churchlegacy.org.uk.
If you prefer, you can also speak in
confidence about gifts in wills with
our Treasurer, Lorraine Sanderson
on 0117 940 1829, or Rev Sandy
Cooper, on 0117 967 2621.

3 simple steps

WE encourage every adult church
member to:
1) Make a will and review it regularly.
2) Consider leaving a gift to our
parish.
3) Request a free information booklet.

WE welcome all gifts in wills, however large or small, and we promise
to use your gift to make a difference
in our parish.
We have been very fortunate to
have received a small number of
such generous gifts in the past.
● In 2017, for example,
we were given a gift to
purchase a silver flagon
for Communion wine,
given in memory of
Margaret Milkins.
● In 2018 we received
a generous legacy of
£17,000 which was the exact figure
of some major maintenance work
required on our Church building.
This gift was given as a thanksgiving
to God for a life-time of blessing,
and in honour of Albert Churchill.

SUGGESTED WORDING
FOR YOUR WILL:
„I give.….% of my residuary estate
OR I give the sum of £…. (pounds
only) free of all taxes to the
Parochial Church Council of the
parish of St Stephens Church,
Soundwell in the Diocese of
Bristol for its general purposes,
and I declare that the receipt of an
officer of the Parochial Church
Council shall be a sufficient
discharge to my executors and
trustees.”

We strongly advise you see a
solicitor when writing or amending
your will.
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St Stephens Centenary Year
GOOD MEMORIES

Along with Lisa, Sandy, Lorraine
and Regan, I enjoyed quite a few
hours searching through the
church archives, and looking at
photographs, for items that would
help us build up and portray the
story of St Stephens.
We started at the beginning,
1904, and came right up to the
present day. There were many old
church newsletters/magazines (far
too many to read cover to cover),
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but I wanted to share something
with you that I came across in the
March “Chat” in the centenary
year – 2004.
Many of you will remember with
love and affection, our sister in
Christ, Jackie Sheppard, who was
the author.
It seems very apt for the times we
are living in, and I think it is worthy of being in print for a second
time, 18 years later.
Julia Merrifield

From St Stephen‟s Parish Church,
Soundwell „CHAT‟ March 2004

‘Remember that everything
has God’s fingerprints on it’
contributed by Jackie Sheppard

RABBI Harold Kushner reminds
us that everything that God created
is potentially holy.
Our task as human beings is to
find that holiness in what appear to
be unholy situations.
He suggests that when we can
learn to do this, we will have learned to nurture our souls.
It‟s easy to see God‟s beauty in a
beautiful sunrise, a snow-capped
mountain, the smile of a healthy
child, or in ocean waves crashing
on a sandy beach.
But can we learn to find holiness
in seemingly ugly circumstances,
difficult life situations, a family
tragedy, or a struggle for life?
When our life is filled with the
desire to see holiness in everyday
things, something magical begins
to happen.
A feeling of peace emerges.
We begin to see nurturing aspects
of daily living that were previously
hidden to us.
When we remember that everything has God‟s finger-prints on it,
that alone makes it special.
If we remember this spiritual fact
while we are dealing with a difficult
person or struggling to pay our
bills, it broadens our perspective.
It helps us to remember that
God also created the person you are
dealing with or that, despite your
struggle to pay your bills, you are
truly blessed to have all that you do.
Somewhere in the back of your
mind, try to remember that everything has God‟s fingerprints on it.
The fact that we can‟t see the
beauty in something doesn‟t
suggest that it‟s not there.
Rather, it suggests that we are not
looking carefully enough or with a
broad enough perspective to see it.
(Dr Richard Carlson ‘Don’t Sweat
the Small Stuff’)

PLANT SALE 2023

AUTUMN is, as the poets tell,

a time of Mists and Mellow
Fruitfulness, and it’s also the
time for us to be thinking of
our 2023 Plant Sale!

NOW in our gardens we might have

plants like Geraniums that need
protection if they are to survive the
winter blasts, then hopefully next
Spring these plants could be strong
enough to split up.
You may have others that require
cutting back, and in doing so you
find suitable bits that could be potted up, which if given a chance
some will produce new plants, ready
for next May.
Or perhaps your house plants are
producing „babies‟ or new shoots
which if planted now would have
some time to mature.
It is my intention to get planting
as early as possible next year in
order to get stronger plants by May.
I already have seeds left from early
this year and I have purchased more
at reduced „clearance‟ prices.
The compost is also ready in the
garage, again a clearance bargain.
Any donations of:
● garden ornaments ● attractive
pots ● gardening gloves or anything

Our church
FINANCE
UPDATE

else appropriate for a plant sale,
would be much appreciated, plus

any suitable items for raffle prizes,
(such as unwanted Christmas gifts?).
This year‟s sale went really well, so
let‟s try and make next year‟s either
equally as successful, or maybe even
better. Gill Mayo

Flower arranging
at St Stephens
COFFEE/
CHAT &
COMPANY

AM first Wednesday of
the month in the Turnpike
on Soundwell Road.
A time to be, be known,
and be together

WE ARE a small group of ladies
who arrange the flowers weekly for
our church and we would like to
invite recruits to our cause!
We meet on Friday mornings at
9.30am for about 2 hours, in a rota
of 3 persons per week, thus taking it
in turns.
If you would like to join us then
please contact Ruth, Jan Brookshaw
or Joyce for more details!
Thank you!
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OCTOBER
02 Outburst

CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK
See & Know children:
Adeiyin Odutola, Florence Pearce
Noemi Reef, Sophie Tarbuck
Teddy Williams

Pound Road
Prospect Crescent
Randall Close

09 See & Know
toddler's group

Our congregation: Margaret Archer
Cheryl Ashwin, Derek and Gwen Beek
Bill and Jenny Bishop, Edward Bishop

Riviera Crescent
Rodway View
Rose Oak Gardens

16 Pensioner’s

William, Jess & Beatrice Bishop
Grace Blackburn, Jackie Blackwell
Geoff Blowfield, Rosemary Boulton

Rudge Close
Seymour Road
Sherbourne Close

Youth Group

Group

23 Knit & Natter

June Brain, Karen Brasier, Mary Britton Soundwell Road
Bill and Jan Brookshaw, Brian Brown
Spring Hill
Emma, Ian, Riley & Morgan Clarke
St Clements Court

30 Mens Group &

Sue Clements, Jackie Clench
Sandra Conway, Maggie Cook
Sandy and Lin Cooper

Ladies Group

St Stephens Close
St Stephens Road
Stanley Park Road

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays.
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.
DIAL-A-SERMON: Listen to this week’s Sermon on your phone: 0117 456 2090,
(Cost is the same as a local call) or CLICK-A-SERMON: visit our website and use
the audio link to listen on-line: http://saintstephensoundwell.org

OCTOBER DIARY
04 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room
05 Wednesday 11am
Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub
06 Thursday(s) 10~11.45am See & Know weekly in Church Hall
2~4pm
Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7.30~9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room then fortnightly
07 Friday
07.30am
Outburst Youth Church in Church Hall
(Monthly first Friday of the month)
14 Friday
1.15~3.45
Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall
then fortnightly
21 Friday
6.30pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church
27 Thursday
7.30pm
Drama Group: The Brothers Grimm Church Hall
28 Friday
7.30pm
Drama Group: The Brothers Grimm Church Hall
29 Saturday
2.30 & 7pm Drama Group: The Brothers Grimm Church Hall

6.30pm

Vicky and Michele
invite you to:
Taoist Tai Chi Sessions
on Wednesdays
in Church Hall at 7pm.
To register please visit
www.taoisttaichi.org
where you can book in
and find out more about
the Taoist Tai Chi arts.
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Baptism:
● SEPTEMBER 11: Maximilian Lukasz
Brzezinski-Pawlak.
Please hold Max’s Mum and Dad,
Joanne and Mariusz, his Godparents,
Anna and Lukasz, and all his family and
friends in your prayers.

Funerals:

● SEPTEMBER 09: June Joan Jones
(86). The celebration of June’s life was
held at St Stephen’s Church, Soundwell,
followed by the farewell at Westerleigh
Crematorium.
Please hold June’s children, Gary and
Maria, their families, the wider family
and June’s many friends, in your
prayers.
● SEPTEMBER 13: Vera Ware (94).
The celebration of Vera’s life was held
at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold her son, Michael, his
family, the wider family and all her
many friends, especially those at
Falcon Court, in your prayers.
● SEPTEMBER 14: Beryl Joan Channon
(92). The celebration of Beryl’s life was
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold her sons, Barry and
Brynley, and daughter, Claire, their
families, the wider family and all
Beryl’s many friends, in your prayers.
● SEPTEMBER 29: Roberta ‘Bobbie’ Ann
Tucker (74). The celebration of
Bobbie’s life was held at St Stephen’s
Church, Soundwell, followed by the
burial at Whitchurch Cemetery. Please
hold Bobbie’s son, Stuart, and his
family, as well as the wider family,
Bobbie’s many friends and her church
family, in your prayers.

● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

MEMORIAL SERVICE

TAOIST
TAI CHI

SINCE AUGUST 2022

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

NOVEMBER IN ADVANCE
06 Sunday

FROM THE REGISTERS

Dial-aSERMON

Listen to this week‟s Sermon
on your phone:
(Cost is the same as a local call)
––––––––––––

OR ––––––––––––

Click-aSERMON

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line

http://saintstephensoundwell.org

● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Revd Regan Meares
Curate
Telephone 07769 704270
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone
0117 956 9796
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