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Alexa–
thankful and grateful
MY hubbie, Paul, bought me an
Alexa device for our home, as a
Christmas present.
AN ‘Alexa’ is a small electrical device
that you talk to and it will answer your
questions, play requested music, keep
your shopping list and do a whole heap
of other things.
Both my boys love talking to ‘Alexa’
and asking lots of questions... often silly
ones to be honest, but I’m not very keen.
I find it a bit strange talking to a machine!
Paul and Tom find it very amusing that
I say please and thank you to the ‘Alexa’!
It’s just a machine they tell me. And of
course, saying thank you is about showing appreciation to the person who has
helped you and Alexa has no feelings.
But I think saying thank you is also
about cultivating a spirit of thankfulness
and gratitude in yourself too.
––––––
IT is so easy to take our lives for granted;
the food on our table; the love and
support of family and friends; the roof
over our heads; the clothes we wear.
We live in a society that throws so many
images at us about what we should have
and what our lives should be, that persuade us to want more rather than being
thankful for what we have.
So, I think it’s important to say thank
you often and to nurture that spirit of
thankfulness. The thirteenth century
German theologian and mystic Meister
Eckhart said ‘If the only prayer you say
in your entire life is “thank you” that
would suffice’.
I wonder, if you have experienced this
last year in some of the ways I have, then
perhaps you have become more thankful
and grateful. Often we take for granted
those closest to us, or allow their differing
characters to grate on our nerves, rather
than delight in them.

Covid-19 has taught me many things
about myself, about human nature, and
about community–some good and some
not so good.
But the thing it has re-ignited in me is
being thankful and grateful for the ‘everyday’ things in my life... the bird-song
from the hedge; the smiles of my teenage
son (which haven’t been so forthcoming
this last year); family and friends that I
love and who love me; the sunshine; the
NHS; the still small voice of God when
I feel the most alone.
––––––
THE Christian faith is about thankfulness; for the gift of our lives, for all that
God has done and for God’s presence with
us through the ups and downs of life.
Our worship is about thankfulness.
Our 10am Sunday service is called a
‘Eucharist’ which comes from a Greek
word meaning thanksgiving. But sometimes we may feel like there is nothing to
give thanks for because life can be very
difficult. Perhaps we can give thanks for
God’s faithfulness, for God’s promise that
he is with us in our pain and hurt and
anger as well as in our happy times.
––––––
IN MAY we celebrate the Ascension of
Jesus and Pentecost, with the time inbetween referred to, in more recent years,
as a time when we fervently pray ‘Thy
Kingdom Come’.
It is a time for us to ask God for His
Kingdom to come, to be real, in our own
lives and also in the lives of those around
us. These are days of waiting and praying,
but in so doing, can also help to cultivate
in us a deepening sense of gratitude and
thankfulness... especially at Pentecost as
we celebrate God’s gift of His Holy Spirit,
to strengthen, guide and encourage us.
More information about this will be in
the letter and the other contents of this
month’s ‘pack’.
Continued overleaf>
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Thankful & grateful
<Continued from overleaf

I HAVE now been your Priest-inCharge for 4 years and 7 months and
on August 4th this year, the Bishop
will licence me as your Vicar.
In my day to day role it matters
not, but there are some legalities
that lie beneath which means the
Bishop is not intending for us to
merge with other parishes and is
pleased with the way we have grown
in being the family of God in
Soundwell. So, as I mentioned in
the report to the APCM, which you
are more than welcome to read–just
ask me for a copy if you’ve not had
one–I am thankful and grateful to
be here in Soundwell.
I am thankful and grateful for the
ministry team–Sandy, Lin, Peter,
Gill and Lorraine–and all they do
in God’s service and for his glory.
I am also thankful and grateful for
such a lovely and caring congregation
and community to be a part of; for
beautiful music and flowers in our
services; for those who are part of
our PCC, and its various committees;
for those who lead Youth Church
and those who belong to it; for those
who lead our Mission Outreach
Groups (Ladies/Men’s/Pensioners/
Outburst/See & Know/Knit &
Natter – and for all the members
who are part of them.
I am thankful and grateful for the
folk who tend our Church gardens
and look after the buildings; for
those who count and care for our
finances; for those who sweep the
floor, clean the pews and vacuum
the carpets; for David who creates
our visuals in Church and for the
team who print, collate and deliver
our monthly ‘packs’.
I am thankful for those who have
taken on the new role of ‘Marshals’
on our doors and for those taking
bookings for services–often having
to sit in the ‘duff’ seats, so others can
have a better view; for those who
long to sing again in Church and hug
one another, but hold themselves
back to abide by the Covid restrictions in keeping one another safe.
I am thankful and grateful for so
very many of you who have been
praying for and supporting one
another through this last year–one
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like no other we have experienced–
and put the needs of others first!
I am also very thankful and grateful for the love you have given
me and my family and for so many
other aspects of church life.
––––––
AS Covid restrictions ease, we hope
permanently, we will enter into a
new phase of life. Nothing will quite
be as it was before, because this
whole experience will have changed
each one of us–some more profoundly than others perhaps, but it will
have affected all of us.
Church life may well change too,
as a natural outworking of the ways
we have adapted this last year.
One of those was the Experience
Easter Trail–please see the separate
article and many pictures of the
Trail and some of the comments we
received–which might be something we choose to do again.
We are keeping Dial-a-Sermon
AND this will be available on our
website each week if you prefer to
click the audio link instead of dialling up.
Online services might also have a
place in our worship of the future...
but let’s see where God is leading us.
Two things that I do know for
sure; one is that God is sending two
ministers to be part of St Stephens
for a time.
Cathie Watson is an Ordinand
in training at Trinity College and
will be with us for the month of
June on a Church placement.
Regan Meares, will be Ordained
on 4th July at Bristol Cathedral,
becoming the Reverend Regan
Meares, and he will be joining us as
a Curate for 3 to 4 years.
Where he will live, when he will
arrive in the parish, how all that
happens is yet to be worked out...
processes have been tough this last
year but we will know in due course
and I will keep you informed.
Secondly: what I also know is that
you will welcome and love them as
you have welcomed and loved me –
because that is what you do.
Why?
Because... to be part of a church is
to be part of a family.
Thank you, St Stephens Church
family, for being who you are!
Lisa

Carer required
A REGULAR Church member is seeking a paid carer. If you are interested
and would like to know more details,
then please speak with Lisa in the first
instance.
The role can be shared, so one
person does not need to commit to all
things – but regular commitment is
essential to those that are agreed.
● Wednesdays & Sundays:
9.30am–12.30pm. Being a supportive
presence while attending church both
days and getting any shopping needed on
the Wednesday.
● Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday & Saturday: half an hour
8.30–9am. This is social contact, a chat
and a cuppa to get set up for the day.
● Monday,Tuesday,Thursday,
Friday &Saturday: one hour in person
between 3.30 and 5.30pm depending on
availability.This is for prompting and
supporting general household activities
such as organising the shopping list,
checking washing is done, meal planning
etc. Also booking us to attend church
while this is needed.
● 3 hours unspecified per month for
attending events once restrictions
allow, eg: workshops or church related
things and one-off appointments.
Driving is not essential as the lady
seeking support owns her own car.
It’s a paid role that is ongoing and
has no specified end date. Female only.
No knowledge of mental health is
needed. Please contact Lisa on 0117
957 4297, for more information.

SCHOOL
GOVERNOR
THE Church School, St Stephen’s
Junior School, is currently seeking a
Foundation Governor, to be an
advocate from and a good link to our
Church.
You will join a team of others in
supporting the school, which is at the
heart of family life in our community.
Full training is given, so you don’t
need to have experience of working in
education to be part of this vital role.
Every school needs the support of its
community – every Church school
needs the support of its Church!
Nicola Read and I are already part
of the team from St Stephens – and
if you’d like to know more about this
exciting opportunity, then please do
be in touch with either of us.
Lisa – 0117 957 4297
Nicola – 07584 286522

Readings
& Collects
FOR MAY 2021

FOR THOSE OF US who are not able

to attend services or who wish to use
the Sunday readings and Collect Prayer
to worship at home, here they are:
SUNDAY 02 MAY
5th Sunday of Easter

Acts 8:26–end; Psalm 22:25–end;
1 John 4:7–end; John 15:1–8
RISEN Christ, your wounds declare your
love for the world and the wonder of
your risen life: give us compassion and
courage to risk ourselves for those we
serve, to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

SUNDAY 09 MAY
6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 10:44–end; Psalm 98;
1 John 5:1–6; John 15:99–17
RISEN Christ, by the lakeside you
renewed your call to your disciples: help
your Church to obey your command and
draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THURSDAY 13 MAY The Ascension
Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47;
Ephesians 1:15–end; Luke 24:44 – end
RISEN Christ, you have raised our
human nature to the throne of heaven:
help us to seek and serve you, that we
may join you at the Father’s side, where
you reign with the Spirit in glory, now
and for ever. Amen.

SUNDAY 16 MAY
7th Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:15–17, 21–end; Psalm 1;
1 John 5:9–13; John 17:6–9
RISEN, ascended Lord, as we rejoice at
your triumph, fill your Church on earth
with power and compassion, that all who
are estranged by sin may find forgiveness
and know your peace, to the glory of God
the Father. Amen.

SUNDAY 23 MAY Pentecost

Acts 2:1–21; Psalm 104:26–36, 37b;
Romans 8:22–27; John 15:26–27, 16:4b–15
HOLY Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite
in us your holy fire; strengthen your
children with the gift of faith, revive your
Church with the breath of love, and

renew the face of the earth, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY 30 MAY Trinity Sunday

Isaiah 6:1–8; Psalm 29;
Romans 8:12–17; John 3:1–17
HOLY God, faithful and unchanging:
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of
your truth, and draw us more deeply into
the mystery of your love, that we may
truly worship you, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
02 & 05 MAY
HOLY AND RISEN LORD, you are the
‘true vine’ and we are the branches. By
your Holy Spirit please produce in us
the fruit of love, joy, peace and patience.
Keep us from hanging on to your love
for ourselves and prune all selfishness
from us.
Father God teach us how to abide in
Christ and guide us to live our lives in a
way that is pleasing to you. It is highly
unlikely any of us would be asked to do
anything as extraordinary as Philip in
our Bible reading today but we can and
do pray that you will give us opportunities to speak to others about our
faith and what a difference it makes to
have Jesus in our lives.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Loving Heavenly Father, we bring
our world to you with all its inequalities and unfairness. Please guide those
in authority and give them wisdom and
the will to work for peace and justice.
Teach richer nations to be generous towards those who have very little.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In our own country, we thank you for
Elizabeth our Queen and pray you will
comfort her and all the royal family as
they continue to grieve the loss of
Prince Philip and we pray for healing
and reconciliation where it may be
needed. We pray for Boris Johnson our
Prime Minister and all who work in
government that you will guide them in
making wise decisions which will be for
the good of all.
We pray for Justin Welby our Archbishop of Canterbury and for all church
leaders that you will continue to give
them wisdom, energy and fresh vision
to lead and encourage in these difficult
and challenging times.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank you for all those who look
after and serve us in various ways and
whose work has often been exhausting
and stressful. We pray for our NHS, the
emergency services, care homes, council and shop workers, praying you will
give them the inner resources they need
to keep going when they are tired.
We pray in particular for our Police
Service who have faced so much criticism. Whilst we are grateful, we live in a
democracy and want to safeguard freedom of expression we pray those who
take part in demonstrations will do this
responsibly and not endanger others.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In our own church we thank you so
much for Lisa and the many who
willingly serve you and us in so many
different ways.
In our Cycle of Prayer this week we

pray for the students and staff at the
John Cabot Academy in Kingswood
asking that all will go smoothly and
safely for them and that they are enjoying being back together.
From our church family we pray for
Tony Weare, Pauline Webb, Lisa, Paul
and Tom Wigmore, Joan Williams and
Raphael Wilson and in our wider
community we remember all who live
in Sweets Road, The Close and The
Crescent. May all these people have a
real sense of your loving presence with
them. We offer to you all those whose
names are on our Prayer Board and
who are struggling for various reasons.
We pray for any who are mourning the
death of a loved one particularly
remembering Evelyn Powell whose
funeral is this week.
Let us take a moment to pray silently
for these people or anyone who is on our
heart and bring them into our Lord’s
healing presence.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Finally dear Lord in this coming
week help us to keep close to you and to
be bold and ready for any opportunity
to share the good news of your wonderful love and forgiveness.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, Amen. Rosemary Boulton
09 & 12 MAY
LOVING Heavenly Father. As we slowly
emerge from the global pandemic that
has gripped our lives let us be reminded
of the strength and power of your love
for us. For it is you Lord that has enabled our human spirit and mind to
work together to help fight our battle.
Thank you dear Lord for the scientists
that through their hard work and diligence, have developed systems and
medicines to help us deal with the
Coronavirus. We give heartfelt thanks
to those in the scientific community
that have given us the tools to fight this
disease.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
On this day help us remember Lord,
all those whose lives are afflicted by
famine, war, disease and poverty. Let us
spend a moment to think about those
who live in crowded, shanty towns,
with paper thin walls, inadequate sanitation and no clean water. Let us pray
for those families that have to live in
squalid tiny houses, with everyone
squeezed in, with no privacy or belongings to make their homes safe for their
children.
We need to reflect on how it might be
to live like this so that we can, in our
prayers, ask you our dear Father to >
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Prayers of Intercession
support them and help them to improve
their lives. We pray for the large
number of charities such as Christian
Aid that work tirelessly to help these
people, giving up their time and often
the precious time they have with their
own families. Many of these people put
themselves in danger to help. What
drives them forward is their certain
knowledge that they are doing your
work dear Lord to help.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, we pray this morning for those
people across our world who are
persecuted for their beliefs. Heavenly
Father, give them strength to endure
their suffering and resolve to know that
you are there with them loving and
supporting them as they endure hatred
and discrimination for their values and
beliefs. Help them Lord to know you
are there and that we will always
remember them in our prayers.
We all want and strive for a world
that is peaceful where no person suffers
for their beliefs, colour or choices they
make about their life.
We pray that working together in
prayer with you dear Lord, that we can
work towards a world of peace and
caring, with no persecution, death, hate
and discrimination.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In our cycle of prayer today we
remember the staff and students at
Downend School. Lord help them to be
happy and successful as they move
towards the end of what has been a
difficult academic year. In our church
family we pray for Mary Winrow,
Keith Winter, Susan Woodey, Gladys
Woolford and Aaliah and Ava Zane.
In our wider community we pray for
residents in The Elms, The Gardens
and The Green. We pray for those on
our prayer board and those who have
recently been bereaved. Lord, show
them your love as we remember them
all this morning.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord there are so many peoples
across the world who are struggling
with the Coronavirus. In India so many
are dying and so many are unable to
access medical help. Lord we pray that
the governments in India can access the
resources they need to support these
people. In a country that struggles with
such high levels of poverty, sickness
and disease please Heavenly Father be
with them and help them to access
what they need to live happy healthy
lives. So many people all around our
world are struggling with dealing with
this virus. Those in South America,
Africa, Asia, and in Europe, all are in
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continued

need of our love and prayers. Heavenly
Father, strengthen them and help them
to know that you are with them, loving
them and giving them the resources
they need to fight this disease. We pray
that in Churches throughout the world
your love will be a beacon of hope and a
sign of mercy for all of those in need.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, open our eyes to see
the needs of others in our world. Give
us eyes to see those who are in need.
Use us Lord for your glory and use us
to be a blessing to others. We pray that
you would show us how to use our
resources to help others and how we
can show your love to all those we
interact with every day. Helping hands
as well as praying hearts.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen Marianne Saunders
16 & 19 MAY
LORD GOD, Heavenly Father, King of
Kings, Lord of Lords.
Help us to be generous, and imitate
you in our giving and be willing to
receive as much as to give. Help us to
give our time to those who need our
attention, wholeheartedly and to
receive help from others when we need
it, graciously. Help us to give love to
those who mean so much to us, passionately and receive love from those who
wish to give it to us, affectionately.
Help us to give away money to those
who need it most, unconditionally and
receive money whether as a gift or as a
salary, appreciatively. Help us to give
our effort to whatever needs to be done,
without reserve and receive the benefits
of work done for us by others, unreservedly. Help us to give ourselves to
the work of the Kingdom, without
complaint and receive the blessings
God has given to us, enthusiastically.
Help us to always give praise to you
Lord who has given us everything and
receive from you Lord your blessings.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray today for the lost, the hurting, the lonely, the sick, the bereaved,
and those who are imprisoned – behind
both visible and invisible walls. To
those we know and to all our brothers
and sisters throughout the world who
we don’t know but you do Lord. Please
send your comfort, your peace, and
your calming presence to them and
hold them close to your light and love.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord we thank you for all amongst us
that are filled and fuelled by the Holy
Spirit. For all those that are speaking
your name and doing your work daily.

Help us to listen and learn from them.
Lord we thank you for all those who
need your help to say that prayer, read
that unopened Bible and connect with
other Christians that they may not grow
cold and distant from you. You know
and love them whether they are filled
or empty. Draw them close to you Lord
that they may know their worth in you.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Healing Lord, in this world of disconnection and disrepair, in which we
can often walk past each other’s pain,
come among us as a calming presence.
At times when our very identities are at
risk and we feel disoriented by waves of
change, come near to reassure and
remind us that our lives are formed
within your love from which we can
never be separated. When each of us
faces our own demons and are threatened by troubles and loneliness and
isolation continues to plague us, help us
to listen to your voice through our
restlessness, to recognise your powerful
presence that will casts out our fears
and rescue us from ourselves.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord we pray for all those known to
us who are unwell, or struggling and in
need of your strength, and for all those
on our prayer board. We pray especially
this week for those on our cycle of
prayer; See & Know children Lucas
Abraham, Alfie Ball, Henry Ball,
Phoebe Barrington & Alana Brand;
for all those living on The Haven,
The Reddings and The Ride; for all
students, parents and staff involved in
Mangotsfield School. Lord we ask for
all these people to feel your light and
love this week and seek further your
way, in their life. So many needs, Jesus,
but you are adequate for every need.
Your name is powerful, and your power
is great.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, Amen. Nicola Read
23 & 26 MAY
Heavenly Father, on this day as we
celebrate the coming down of your
Holy Spirit into the lives of those very
first followers of Jesus, we come to you
in joy and with thanksgiving as
members of your Living Church,
whose foundation was firmly laid by
the miracle of Pentecost. And so Lord,
we pray that by your Holy Spirit we
also will be strengthened and enabled
as we seek to bear witness to all around
us, of the transforming power of your
being to all who reach out and accept
Jesus into their lives.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, we thank you for the love and
the fellowship we share here in this
Church and especially we pray thanks
for your servant Lisa and for all those
under her leadership who have helped
to keep the spirit of Hope alive through
most difficult recent times.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In our regular cycle of prayer this
week we ask your special blessings
Father for Eli Brunt, for Ernest
Burnham, for Megan Catley, for Noah
Catley, for Charlie Curtis and for Finlay
Field. We pray also for those of our
neighbours who live in The Wickets, in
Tyndall Road and in Wesley Close and
Father, we also ask your blessings and
your guidance for all of those who study
and those who teach in the Bristol
Brunel Academy.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Father, we know that there are many
among us for whom life is difficult at
this time; either through poor physical
or mental health, or through stress or
anxiety, or perhaps even because of fear
for their future as financial worries take
hold following Coronavirus restrictions. For whatever reasons Lord, we
ask that we may in just a few moments
of quiet individual prayer, bring to you
any who are on our own hearts and that
even as we pray, they may experience
inner peace and healing as your loving
presence surrounds them.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Jesus said ‘Blessed are those who
mourn, for they shall be comforted’ and
here Lord we give you thanks for the
lives of those whom we love, but see no
more.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
And now let us pray for our Nation
and for peace and wellbeing throughout
our troubled world. Father, we thank
you for this land in which we live, for
our homes, for all those dear to us and
for those with whom we come into
contact during our daily round.
Especially, we thank you for the
dedicated service of Elizabeth, our
Queen and ask Lord that you may
grant her comfort and strength as she
continues to come to terms with the
loss of her beloved husband and true
servant of our Nation His Royal Highness Prince Philip.
We thank you also Father for all those
under her authority who govern, administer and safeguard our way of life.
And Father, as the Coronavirus
gradually loses the strength of its deadly grip, we are mindful of the countless
number of those who have been bearing
the brunt of the battle against this
disease; often at great cost to themselves by the drain of their physical and
mental energy and, sadly for some, at
the cost of their own lives.

Father, for all of these, we give you
thanks and we pray that progress will
continue to be made to bring this threat
to our world under control.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
As we focus our thoughts on the
wider world Father, it is with heavy
hearts that we still see so much conflict,
oppression and loss of life being
brought about by greed, selfishness and
an evil desire by some to dominate
others. Lord, we pray that as a result of
our experience in dealing with a worldwide killer virus, mankind may reassess
its value of living together in peace and
harmony with each other as Jesus has
commanded us to do.
We pray also that, together with your
whole Church worldwide, we may be
channels through which the Holy
Spirit, inherited by us from the miracle
of Pentecost, may flow freely, bringing
life as you would have it be, to all mankind.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, Amen. Brian Brown
30 MAY & 02 JUNE
DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER, as we
move forward from the freshness of
springtime and all the signs of new life
around us, help us to enjoy the warmth
of summer sunshine which reminds us
of the warmth and strength of your love
for us all, surrounding us with your
Holy Spirit and holding us close in your
loving arms.
Look at the world, everything all
around us; think of the spring, think of
the warmth of summer days.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord we pray for the whole world,
where there is so much unrest and
conflict. We pray for peace throughout
the whole world and a time when all
people may live together in harmony.
We pray for a world where wars will
cease, no one will go hungry and all
races may live as equals, without racism
or persecution.
Look at the world, everything all
around us; look at the world and marvel
every day.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Dear Lord we pray for all those who
live in our parish, we remember all
those who have recently been bereaved
and are mourning the loss of a loved
one. We also remember those who have
had a baby during the pandemic.
During these difficult times many will
have felt very isolated and alone.
We pray for all those who are suffering from depression, anxiety, those who
are fearful and worried about how they
will cope in the future, whether it be for
health or financial reasons.
We pray they will know your loving

presence always with them, leading
them along the path they tread with all
its twist and turns, not knowing what is
around the next corner. We pray that
you will be our guiding light in our
darkest moments and bring us to a
place where we will be able to cope with
our daily lives. Look at the world, so
many joys and wonders; so many
miracles along our way.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our Nation, for Elizabeth
our Queen and all the royal family still
mourning the death of Prince Phillip,
The Duke of Edinburgh. May they be
comforted by the prayers of so many
and the out pouring of love and support.
Look at the world; everything grows
everything has a season, ’til it is gathered to the Fathers fold.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In our cycle of prayer this week we
pray for the students and staff of SGS at
Filton. We pray that as they have now
resumed their studies they may enjoy
the company and friendship that they
can now share again.
In our church family we pray for
Mason Garrett, Freya Grinter, Hector
Hargrave, Mya Heath, Asa Herbert and
Chloe Holbrook.
In our wider community we pray for
all those living in Wesley Hill, Whitfield Close, and Willis Road.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father we bring to you this
morning all those who are in need of
our prayers and those on our prayer
board. We pray that you will bring them
peace and comfort especially those who
are suffering alone with no one to help
them. May they feel your loving arms
and the warmth of your spirit around
them. Help them to see the beauty of
the world all around them.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Dear Lord we thank you for the
beauty of the world around us, may we
respect the world you have given us and
not abuse and destroy it.
Look at the world, everything all
around us; look at the world and marvel
every day. Look at the world so many
joys and wonders; so many miracles
along our way.
Everything grows, everything has a
season; ’til it is gathered to the Father’s
fold. Every good gift, all that we need
and cherish; comes from the Lord in
token of His love.
Praise to thee O Lord for all creation;
give us thankful hearts that we may see.
All the gifts we share and every blessing; all things come of thee.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, Amen. Gill Ogborne
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Easter Experience Trail
WITH Covid restrictions meaning
that our usual ‘Experience Easter’
in Church at 11.30am on Good
Friday wasn’t possible... we looked
to the outdoors.
THE fabulous team of Tim, Julie,
Julia, Carolyn H, Lorraine, Teresa,
Sue (both of them), Peter, Sandy (and
myself) got out thinking caps on and
began to plan.
At the same time, we recalled the
sweet smell of fragrance and marvelled
at the beauty of God’s creation and
thought how we might be a sweet smell
to Him.
Naturally we remembered the way
Jesus prepared his friends for the lives
he was calling them to lead... serving
others, or as the hymn declares, ‘others
needs to prefer’.

The celebrations of Palm Sunday
with the crowd wildly waving their
palm branches to welcome Jesus into
Jerusalem, was our natural starting
point. We thanked God for being part
of our lives and thought about the
people around us who are our heroes.

But, as this was the beginning of his
journey to the Cross, we remembered
that Mary had anointed him with rich
perfume – as a prediction of the anointing he was to receive while his dead
and lifeless body was lying in the tomb.
We also thought about the ways we
can show Jesus that He is special to us.
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So, we paused and reflected on Jesus
washing the feet of his disciples, and
how it feels for us to do something to
‘serve’ or help other people. We prayed
for the care givers in our community
and thanked God for their expertise,
time, love, kindness and patience. And
challenged ourselves to help someone
less able than ourselves and to smile at
a passer-by in the street.
––––––
As we know, Jesus washed feet during
part of the meal he had, which we
remember as The Last Supper.
Here we thanked God for sending
Jesus to earth and also thanked him for
our friends and family we share food
with… and hope we are able to share
food with them again soon.
We challenged ourselves to remember
to donate to a Foodbank or similar,
when we next went shopping.

This was the last meal Jesus ate
before the crowd that hailed his entry
into Jerusalem just a few days before,
turned on him and cried for his death,
a death on a cross.

We had time to reflect that the day
Jesus died on The Cross, we refer to as
‘Good Friday’. It is hard to understand
why such a sad day is called ‘Good’.
But knowing Jesus, following Him
and trusting Him means that He brings
good things out of the not so good.
And of course, as the story didn’t end
there, neither did the Experience Easter
Trail, and we celebrated the most
amazing and awesome day ever... that
first Easter Day!! When Jesus came
back to life.

In a beautiful Easter Garden, created
by Gwen, we saw the tomb, Mary and
Jesus – whom she supposed to be the
gardener.
On closer inspection we discovered
the discarded grave clothes... because
He was not there – He had Risen!

Continued on page 7>
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< Continued from page 6

And we can say with assurance, just
as Mary did, that ‘I have seen the
Lord!... because we know him in our
hearts and following him in our lives.
We thanked Jesus that He made a
way for us to be forgiven for all our
mistakes and to be friends with Him
forever. We prayed for all those in the
world who do not yet know Jesus…
that they would come to know Him in
their lives.
Lolly Sticks were sent out to the
Children, who made them into crosses
and decorated them…. many of which
are still in the Church garden!

And of course, there was an Egg
Hunt – one with letters, so that the
children might collect them as they
experienced the trail and find the hidden sentence at the end!!
Can you remember what it said?
Then you loved the Cross of Shame
and made it into the Cross of Beauty
with all your flowers, just as Jesus had
transformed it from the Cross of Death
into the Cross of Glory and New Life!

Easter ExperienceTrail feedback
HERE are some of the comments
I have received from Church
members and the Community of
which we serve. Enjoy!

–––––We happened upon the Holy Week
Trail on our walk this afternoon and very
much appreciated the thought and effort
that had gone into it. Alleluia! He is risen!
Catherine
Good morning Lisa, Happy Easter. I’ve
been for a run on this lovely Easter morning before breakfast and went up to
St Stephens to check out your Easter Trail
(I had a tip off from the lovely Lorraine
Sanderson), it’s beautiful and looked even
better in this mornings beautiful sunshine.
Well done Team St Stephens!
Hayley x
Thank you for a wonderful Easter
service.We loved the new-look Stations
of the Cross, and the garden was marvellous. Good news to hear about the arrival
of Regan (he sure is a lucky chap) I am
sure he will receive a warm welcome at
St Stephens.
Many thanks to your team, for all they
do for us.The eggs and pebbles were
delightful. Many thanks and GOD BLESS.
Love Jan & Dave
Lillia enjoyed the Easter trail today and
she left her cross and a flower 🐣 🌸 ⛪

Sharon

This is our Hope!! That in Jesus
there is New Life! There is Hope!!!
There is joy and forgiveness and fresh
starts!!
Our Hope sure is born in Jesus and
I know for sure that…
WE FOLLOW JESUS!

Hi Lisa, Just wanted to thank you for a
lovely service this afternoon, made us feel
thankful for all that we have in our lives.
The church trail was brilliant, a perfect
way to tell the Easter story, we particular
loved the cross which was adorned with
flowers from our own gardens, absolutely
beautiful. Have a lovely rest of your Easter,
god bless
Love Mary & Nick xxx
Hi. Really enjoyed the Easter garden
and the little people did too.They particularly liked the look of the last supper.
Such a good idea to show the folk in the
community what Easter means.
I liked the idea of the little crosses put
there by the children of the local schools .

Thank you to all who were involved in
preparing it.
Thanks also to all those who planted
the spring bulbs. They looked lovely.
Jan & Bill
The resurrection of Jesus.. he is risen!
hallelujah ❤🌸🌹🏵⛪ 🌺🌼🌻🙏
Lisa Vural & Amira
Although it's lovely to have the stations
of the cross in Church on Good Friday
the people who tend to come to that are
from our Church community.
Having something in the Church garden
for Holy week gives people in the
community who maybe wouldn’t usually
come to Church the opportunity to find
out more without having to come in to
Church and who knows where this will
lead! I would be happy to help set it up
again next year!
Love and blessings to you all, Julie x
We’ve just been to the Experience
Easter Trail and it’s fab.Well done to all
involved.The little people loved it and we
had to go round 3 times!
The North’s x
Hi Lisa,Thank you very much for the
Easter cross we received through the mail.
I was hoping to come to the Easter trail
with Blake but Blake has slapped cheek
syndrome at the moment so was unable
to make it.
We still made our Easter
cross and put it in our
kitchen window. Myself and
Blake enjoyed putting them
together.
Again thank you. I do
hope you have had a happy
Easter. Sian

I HOPE this journey back through
our Easter Trail, which was in place
for the whole of Holy Week, helps us
to know that the Jesus we follow is
our Lord and Saviour, who loves each
one of us and the whole of creation.
I hope it also inspires us to realise
and accept that Church can be accessible and acceptable to many more
people, if we allow ourselves to think
a little more creatively.
God’s Holy Spirit certainly inspired
the creativity of the team who created
the trail–may He continue to breathe
and blow through us all in the days
ahead.

Lisa
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CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

FROM THE REGISTERS

02 John Cabot

Tony Weare, Pauline Webb
Lisa, Paul & Tom Wigmore
Joan Williams, Raphael Wilson

Sweets Road
The Close
The Crescent

SINCE MARCH

09 Downend

Mary Winrow, Keith Winter
Susan Woodey, Gladys Woolford
Aaliah & Ava Zane

The Elms
The Gardens
The Green

16 Mangotsfield

See and Know children:
Lucas Abraham, Alfie Ball, Henry Ball
Phebe Barrington, Alana Brand

The Haven
The Reddings
The Ride

● March 29: Janet Mary Saunders (83).
The celebration of Janet’s life was held
at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold John, Roger and their
families, as well as Janet’s many friends
and her good neighbours in your prayers.

Academy

School

School

23 Bristol Brunel Eli Brunt, Ernest Burnham

Megan Catley, Noah Catley
Charlie Curtis, Finley Field

The Wickets
Tyndale Road
Wesley Close

30 SGS College

Mason Garrett, Freya Grinter
Hector Hargrave, Mya Heath
Asa Herbert, Chloe Holbrook

Wesley Hill
Whitfield Close
Willis Road

Academy

Filton

ALL GROUPS/MEETINGS/EVENTS are cancelled until further notice!

SUNDAY COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE:
For this time, Church Services will be at 10am on Sunday, with an identical service at 10am
on Wednesday. Due to Covid restrictions on numbers, this will give everyone who wants to
attend, space to be at one of these services. Please note: BOOKING WILL STILL BE
ESSENTIAL for all services: Call 07903 763 420 to book your place.
● Thursday 13th May is Ascension Day.We will be holding a service of prayer for Thy
Kingdom Come and The Ascension at 7.30pm.
● Sunday 23rd May and Wednesday 26th May we will be celebrating Pentecost - please wear
something red to Church on those days!

Funerals

Keep-Fit Pilates
CLASSES resume in the Church
Hall on Wednesday 19th May at
10.45am.
The cost is £6 for a single session
or 6 sessions for £30.
Why not give it a go!??

www.saintstephensoundwell.org

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77487137556?pwd=akFGS
m12SHlieWFxMkZHcUtMaUxKUT09

Youth Church
BECAUSE of the complexities
of holding Youth Church on
Sundays we meet Saturdays online instead!
This takes place via Zoom at
9am (for 30–40 minutes).
Pyjamas are welcome, as are
any toys or cuddly things,
puppets, and people of all ages!!
Please see the advert at right
for the ID number to log in and
for the required passcode.
(The ID code changes with the
person leading the session but the
passcode remains the same!)

SS Y

Saturdays on Zoom: MAY

 01 May: 728 5566 3916 (Lisa)
click the link: 01 MAY

 08 May: 710 8851 1800 (Katy)
click the link: 08 MAY

 15 May: 739 8735 2919 (Teresa)
click the link: 15 MAY

 22 May: 724 4261 7817 (Peter)
click the link: 22 MAY

 29 May: 710 8851 1800 (Katy)
click the link: 29 MAY
PASSCODE = YChurch

See you at 9am!

(approximately 30–40 minutes)

We Follow Jesus!

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL
● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Priest in Charge, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297
● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796
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