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WOES &
B ESSINGS
SADLY, sometime overnight on the
evening of Saturday 15th January
and into the early hours of Sunday
16th January, your Church was
broken into.
THE body of the Church looks fine, and
we have been able to worship continually
and without interruption because of this.
We might have had to do things differently that very first Sunday, but we certainly
praised God for his goodness and
presence with us, in spite of the shock and
sadness.
Many of the internal doors have been
seriously damaged throughout the
Church premises. The vestry was very
badly affected, as the intruders managed
to hack the safe out of the wall and cut it
open. There would probably have only
been £2.50 in the safe, so they have done
many thousands of pounds of damage for
very little reward.
Thankfully all the silverware for Holy
Communion was left and our Registers
are still intact.
The admin office was ransacked and
items smashed or broken, but no personal
information was accessed, so there has
been no breach of data held by your
Church.
The AV desk at the back of Church was
broken into, but after some ‘drying out’
time, seems only to have suffered minimal
damage. I say ‘drying out’ because all 3
spaces that were worst affected; the vestry,
the admin office and the AV desk, were all
sprayed with foam or water from the fire
extinguishers, as this can remove traces of
fingerprints.

So there has been much ‘drying out’ of
many things – some rescued items still
look a bit water damaged, but we can still
use, sadly others not so lucky.
The Police have visited and also sent
along their forensics people and crime
prevention officers, to help them get a
picture of what happened and also to offer
us advice as we move forward.
No evidence has, as yet, come to light
about who might be responsible for breaking-in. Please do hold all these folks in
your prayers, including the perpetrators...
we do not know their story, God does, and
we are to pray God’s abundant blessing on
them.
Well... that Sunday wasn’t a good day.
As you might imagine, it was not easy to
find our beloved Church had been
violated in such a way. But as God does...
by using his people, God has shown us yet
again that He shines His light into the
darkness and the darkness will not overcome. He brings joy and laughter out of
times of grief and tears. He restores our
souls.
So many of you certainly restored my
soul in the days and weeks that followedthank you to you and to Jesus!
The very next day, after our insurers
had given us the go ahead through our
wonderful church warden, Gill, an army
of you arrived to help clear up.
With bowls and cloths, cleaning spray
and dustpan and brushes in hand, 31 of us
gathered to help.
I know there were many more of you
who offered to come at different times,
but the team worked so hard and so well,
that we were clean by lunchtime.
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So many items needed to be
cleaned – some small, some large.
Due to the dousing with the fire
extinguishers, many items then
needed to dry out – the Deeds of
our Church and many, many paper
records, the registers and robes and
lots more. These were laid on tables
overnight and then another smaller
team returned the following day to
return some things to their previous
home or find temporary homes for
others.
Thank you to those who took
things home for safe-keeping as our
lockable storage (filing cabinet and
safes) were damaged beyond use.
This time of cleaning and making
good together, was blessed with
laughter and smiles, and of course
some good old elbow grease!
I was humbled and awed by you
all. And that includes those of you
praying for your Church and the
clean-up as well as those who offered to help at other times. It really
was the Body of Christ, the Family
of God, in action!!!
Other teams gathered with me
that week to begin the process of
‘putting right.’ Lists of what needed
to be repaired or replaced, and who
we might approach for quotes was
prepared, and the team set to work.
I’m writing this article, in midFebruary, so currently that is still
work in progress. We hope, much of
the damage etc will be covered by
insurance, but we are not 100% sure
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at this stage, and there will of
course be various excesses we will
need to pay. As soon as humanly
possible, the physical work will
begin and this is likely to be done
in stages.
What will also need to happen is
a review of our security, and for this
another team will gather, following
advice from the police crime prevention officer, and further quotes
will be obtained for suggested
works.
This will be passed through your
PCC as these are significant costs
we were not expecting and will take
our budget for the year, which is
already showing a year-end deficit,
even more in the red.

So, the added security measures
suggested and the ability to fund it,
will be a fine balance.
Some folk have suggested ‘crowd
funding’ through our online platforms, others have suggested we do
some ‘fund-raising’.
Both great ideas... but until we
know what we need, then we really
aren’t in a position to ask.
BUT – there have been generous
donations, without us having to ask.
MANY of you will have seen the
paintings and pictures from the
schoolchildren, displayed in
Church at the start of February, and
heard what our local schools have
done to support their Church.
(Continued on page 3>

(Continued from page 2)
The PTA’s of both St Stephen’s
schools (and what fabulous people
they are), with permission of Tim
Ruck, Headteacher of the Infants, and
Louisa Wilson, Headteacher of the
Juniors, decided to have a Krispy
Kreme Donut sale and a colouring
competition in aid of their and our
Church.
Here are some photos of the
winning entries to the colouring
competition, the sale of donuts and
the children of some of the PTA
Mum’s, bringing the financial gift
into Church. They raised a
staggering £1166.

And while the money will of
course help us with the excesses and
things not covered by insurance,
this means so very much more than
the money. We feel their love, their
support and their part of belonging
to their Church.
So, on behalf of us all, and I have
done this on Facebook, with a video
and with cards, I have thanked both
our schools; the PTA’s, the staff, the
families and of course the children,
for all their loving care and support!
They have surely been a blessing
to us at this time!

Your church
finance update
GIVING
FOR JANUARY

This is our financial
‘Giving to God’, through his Church,
for the month.
Our aim is not to balance the books
(although the Charity Commission
requires that of us)
but to respond to God with
an outpouring of gratitude
and generosity.
Thank you for your generosity.

Continued on page 4>

GIVING
YEAR TO DATE
BUDGET £5083 ACTUAL £4784

Regular giving & one off donations
£5204

GIVING MONTH BY MONTH:

£5083

Average budgeted
monthly giving

£4784

Average actual
monthly giving

£5204

Average monthly
giving & one-off
donations

GIVING VERSUS
EXPENSES 2021/22
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Readings
& Collects
FOR THOSE OF US who are not able

www.saintstephensoundwell.org

to attend services or who wish to use
the Sunday readings and Collect Prayer
to worship at home, here they are:

www.saintstephensoundwell.org

WEDNESDAY 02 MARCH

Ash Wednesday

Isaiah 58:1–12; Psalm 51:1–18;
2 Corinthians 5:20b –6:10;
John 8:1–11
HOLY GOD, our lives are laid open
before you: rescue us from the chaos of
sin and through the death of your Son
bring us healing and make us whole in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 06 MARCH

1st Sunday of Lent

Deuteronomy 26:1–11;
Psalm 91:1, 2, 9– end;
Romans 10:8b –13; Luke 4:1–13
HEAVENLY FATHER, your Son
battled with the powers of darkness, and
grew closer to you in the desert: help us
to use these days to grow in wisdom and
prayer that we may witness to your
saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Folk have stopped me and others
in the street, to share their dismay
at the news of the break-in.
So, there will no doubt be other
donations, for which St Stephen’s
Church will equally be grateful and
thankful and humbled.... because it
shows that God is at the centre,
Jesus and His Church are of importance, and a valued part of our
wider community.
I also hope and pray, that by the
time you are reading this, repair
work will also have begun on and
around our roof spaces.
Much of this had been delayed
due to Covid and while we,
members of your PCC, were seeking
Grant funding from various sources,
we are unlikely to be able to cover
all the costs this way.
Just to give you an idea of how
much financially is involved and
the scale of repairs:
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● General repairs and maintenance to
roof, circa £7100.
● Repairs to the Spire, circa £60,000
● Repairs following the theft of lead
in December 2021, circa £3500.
● Other Quinquennial (5 yearly)
repairs to the building, circa £5000.
● Unanticipated security measures,
£ not yet known.
Please do continue to pray for us
as a Church community as we find
our way through all these repairs.
And remember, Jesus is our delight
and our joy... He is the one who
loves no matter what... He is the one
we follow.
This is a hiccup for sure – an
annoying one and an expensive one
– but we follow a God who gave His
life for us, and continues to love us
in that way.
Therefore, we have the assurance,
through faith, that ALL WILL BE
WELL!!! Lisa x

SUNDAY 13 MARCH
2nd Sunday of Lent (changed
readings requested by preacher)
2 Corinthians 9:6–15; Psalm 27;
Luke 13:31– end
ALMIGHTY GOD, by the prayer and
discipline of Lent may we enter into the
mystery of Christ’s sufferings, and by
following in his Way come to share in
his glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY 20TH MARCH

3rd Sunday of Lent

Isaiah 55:1–9; Psalm 63:1–9;
1 Corinthians 10:1–13; Luke 13:1–9
ETERNAL GOD, give us insight to
discern your will for us, to give up what
harms us, and to seek the perfection we
are promised in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 27 MARCH

4th Sunday of Lent

(Mothering Sunday)
1 Samuel 1:20–end; Psalm 127:1–4;
Colossians 3:12 –17; John 19:25b–27
GOD OF LOVE, passionate and strong,
tender and careful: watch over us and
hold us all the days of our life; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

and perhaps some secrets of the sawdust!
AFTER the shock and sorrow
of the break-in, I wanted to
share with you, something that
may bring a smile and be of
interest, that was found in the
sawdust packing surrounding
the church safe that got
destroyed.
I VOLUNTEERED to help in the
vestry clear-up and while searching
through the sawdust (looking for
keys from the safe) strewn across
the floor, there were some pieces of
two crumpled, wet (from the fire
extinguishers) newspaper.
The librarian (and curiosity) in
me meant I had to look at them
closer to see what they might have
to say! Once I saw the date on the
top of one piece of 17th July 1904
(a few days after the date of the
church being dedicated), I knew
that these shreds of life from so
long ago may have a story to tell.
I took the newspaper pieces home,
carefully smoothed them out, let
them dry and used a fine paintbrush
to remove as much dust as I could.
As you can just about see from the
photographs, the print is tiny, and
they are very small snippets of what
would have been a large broadsheet.

Using the British Newspaper
Archive website, I discovered that
the dated newspaper was entitled:
The Weekly Dispatch in its 104th
year No.5362.
The front-page headline (that I
can pick out) is ‘Hand-to-hand in
the night. Our correspondent
gives graphic detail of the fierce
Manchurian fighting’.
It goes on to report on the battle
of Port Arthur, in the Russo-Japanese War (1904-5). This war was
between the Empire of Japan and
the Russian Empire, both had rival
imperial ambitions in Manchuria
(now part of China) and Korea.
Not something I learnt about in
school history lessons and in case
you are wondering – Japan was
victorious!
It also says that the Weekly
Dispatch song of the week is ‘Don’t
Drive the Organ Man Away’, Mabel
Le Blanche’s greatest hit!
On the reverse is a rather strange
article, that I found, in full, in the
newspaper archive, called:
‘Catesby’ Drolleries –20th
series – the chats of Mrs
Cupperty. No.2 – Mrs C on
protection’.

The dictionary definition of a
drollery is a comical or wry way of
talking or behaving or a comical
story. The article is written in a
very amusing way.

As you can hopefully see from the
picture, (sorry the print is unreadable) it tells of Mrs Cupperty being
protected from a rampaging bull,
with her husband brandishing her
umbrella to scare it off.
Or as Mrs Cupperty says ‘through
the bosky glades (of Hepping Forest)
a bull hof jigantick propor-shuns,
ferocity smoked in ‘is panting nostrils,
destruction was pound-in’ like a
drum hunder ‘is ‘orrid ‘oofs.
Hedward John sprang to ‘is feet ‘an
grabbin’ my gamp, flourished it’s
‘yperbolic folds in ‘is face’. Hedward
John knelt down hin a hattitood of
prayer – a proof of the power of the
‘uming heye hover the beasts of
creation and the value of protection’.
These few lines of what was quite
a long article, are unbelievably part
of an advertisement for ‘Catesby’s
Cork Lino’. Mrs Cupperty went
on to say that for ‘protection of
the ‘ome you were in need of cork
lino’. You could buy 3 square yards
for the princely sum of 15s 9d.
An extraordinary way of advertising your goods, and certainly
eye-catching!
Catesby’s continued advertising
like that into the 1930’s, maybe
longer.
The other piece of newspaper was
untraceable, as I had no title.
It must have come from Wolverhampton (or that area) going by the
advertisements, but it is of a similar
date to the Weekly Dispatch.
I know this by the advert for
G. C. Dean The Tailor, as it states
that ‘all orders taken up to the 28th
July will be finished for the August
1904 Bank Holiday’.
Here are some of their goods on
offer:
Good tweed suit £1.17s, well you
wouldn’t order a bad one would
you!!
Best frock suit £3.3s, wouldn’t
want the worst!!!
Superior cashmere trousers 13s,
better than inferior!
Stripe flannel suit from £1.15s,
sounds more like pyjamas to me!
‘Lierapnon’ serge suit £2.2s….
they had sole rights in GB to sell
this type of serge.
All made to order.
I am sure all you gents would
love a stripe flannel suit for the
summer!
Continued on page 6 >
OPEN SPACE PAGE 5

(Continued from page5)
Widow (53) domesticated, temperate, as housekeeper to working
man without children – definition
of temperate biblically is ‘to use
moderation in all things or to exercise self-control’. Think I need a bit
more practice at this!!
Good houses, clean and comfortable, suit respectable working
men. Rent 3s (per month I assume)
– what about the women!
———
THE manufacturer nameplate on
the safe was ‘Stephen Cox and Son,
Sedgley, near Dudley’ which
explains the Wolverhampton newspaper.
An Israeli Sheqel (shekel) was also
found in the sawdust, I wonder
if anyone is going to own up to putting that in the collection plate?

Wouldn’t the congregation look
smart! Of course, I should point out
that the ‘frock suit’ is not a nice
flowery summer dress for us ladies
to order and strut our stuff in!
There are two hotels advertised:
Falcon Hotel, Bridgnorth.
Largest and best-appointed hotel in
Bridgnorth. Accommodation for
500 guests. Cycle accessories, lamps,
oil and petrol always in stock.
Motor pit for repairing cars.
Still thriving – the website says….
‘Established in 17th century as a
coaching inn and still retaining its
original function today, providing
visitors with food, drink and somewhere to rest’.
Black Horse Hotel, Bridgnorth.
Every convenience for large and
small parties. Good stabling.
Also still in existence, their website states…
‘First recorded landlord was
Thomas Maun in 1796. Has had
many changes over the years but
still remains at the centre of the
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community over 200 years later.’
Wolverhampton Steam Laundry
The company was set up around
1891, and was owned as a business
by Mr Frederick Carr from 1895.
By 1970, some 85,000 items a week
were processed.
In the 1990s, part of the original
complex had been turned into a
mosque.
The reverse side of the paper is all
‘wanted ads’ or homes to rent.
The language of some of these ads
would cause uproar in the ‘woke’
society that we are now, but I will
share a few with you:
A good plain cook, also a housemaid. (Bet you wouldn’t get a nice
spag bol, curry, or a chilli at that
house!).
Domesticated, middle-aged
woman to assist nurse a gentleman (mental affliction) (yikes, so
many things wrong these days in
this advert).
Girl, good, strong 15-16 for home
(no schooling until 18!).

God threw me some precious
moments of delight when I least
expected it, in amongst the dirt and
destruction.
Not only in the finding of a piece
of history, but in the incredible
love and determination shown by
this church family as we cleared up
what others had destroyed.
I have had enormous pleasure
piecing together, deciphering,
finding out about and writing this
article about these hidden treasures,
and I hope you have enjoyed reading about them.
Without the technology available
today none of this would have been
possible, so thank the Lord for all
the talented people that created the
world wide web!!
Julia Merrifield

• LENT COURSE

•

● Session 1: March 9th

LEARNING TOGETHER

What does it mean to learn
together as followers of Jesus Christ?

● Session 2: March 16th

IDENTITY

How does our identity in Christ
relate to sex and gender?

● Session 3: March 23rd

RELATIONSHIPS

What kind of relationships does God
call us to?

● Session 4: March 30th

SEX

Where do our bodies and sex fit in
to all of this?

● Session 5: April 6th

LIFE TOGETHER

How do diversity and difference
affect our life together as a church?

Further details from Peter Robbins 0773 036 9112

or our website www.saintstephensoundwell.org

*Please put your name down

on the sign-up sheet at the back of church
to express your interest in attending.
THIS LENT, we will be taking part
in the Church of England’s programme ‘Living in Love and Faith’.
It is a five-week course with a
mixture of video clips, Bible study
and discussion around the themes of
relationships, sexuality and living
together as a church community
from a wide range of backgrounds.
There is not a lot of paperwork
involved and the emphasis is on our
discussions together as part of the
family at St Stephens.
It will be facilitated by Peter
Robbins LLM, with Rev Teresa
Taylor from Mangotsfield.
We will meet on Wednesday
evenings during Lent from 7pm for
tea and coffee, starting at 7.30pm
and finishing by 9.30pm.

Some of the work will be in the
larger group and some will be done
in smaller discussion groups.
The purpose is to share our ideas
on these important topics for us as a
community of Christians at St
Stephen’s and in the wider church.
The materials are excellent and have
been specially put together by the
Church of England to help us with
this project.

THERE will possibly also be a followup session on 27th April.
If you have any questions, do contact
Peter on 0773 036 9112.
WE are very much looking forward
to sharing this with you as our
Lenten project.

HOLY WEEK
SCHEDULE

Special Palm Sunday Service
10am 10th April
Experience Easter Trail
from 10th to17th April
Maundy Thursday
14th April at 7.30pm
Good Friday 15th April
1pm: Quiet Reflection.
2pm: Last Hour at the Cross
EASTER DAY
8am: BCP Holy Communion.
10am: All Ages Together
Service with
Holy Communion.
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CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

06 125 Project

William, Jess & Beatrice Bishop
Grace Blackburn , Jackie Blackwell
Geoff Blowfield, Rosemary Boulton
13 Beloved
June Brain, Karen Brasier
Mary Britton, Bill and Jan Brookshaw
Brian and Joan Brown
20 Uganda Link
Emma, Ian, Riley & Morgan Clarke
Sue Clements, Jackie Clench
Sandra Conway, Maggie Cook
27 St Stephen's
Sandy and Lin Cooper
Infant and
Teresa, Robert, Benjy & Jacob Cooper
Junior Schools Marlene Crew, Ruth Crosby, Leigh Davey

Wesley Hill
Whitfield Close
Willis Road
Wiltshire Place
Witcombe Close
Woodchester
Woodland Avenue
Woodland Way
Yew Tree Drive
Acacia Avenue
Acacia Close
Acacia Road

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays.
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.

MARCH DIARY
01 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room*
02 Wednesday 10am
Ash Wednesday morning Service in Church
7.30pm
Ash Wednesday evening Service
03 Thursday(s) 10~11.45am See & Know weekly in Church Hall
2~4pm
Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7.30~9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room* then fortnightly
04 Friday
7~9pm
Outburst Youth Church in Church Hall
(Monthly first Friday of the month)
08 Tuesday
7.30pm
PCC in the Church Room*
09 Wednesday 7~9.30pm
LENT Course begins for 5 weeks
11 Friday
1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall then
fortnightly
18 Friday
6.30pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church
27 Sunday
10am
Mothering Sunday All Age Service

FROM THE REGISTERS

Baptism

● JANUARY 30:
Theia Ivy Una Winfrow.
Please hold Mum and Dad, Sophie
& Zach; Theia’s Godparents; and all
the family in your prayers.

Funerals

● FEBRUARY 08:
Donald (Don) John Williams (89).
The celebration of Don’s life was
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold Don’s children; Geoff,
Nigel and Mark, their families,
Don’s brother, Colin, as well as the
wider family, friends and
neighbours in your prayers.

Dial-aSERMON

Listen to this week’s Sermon
on your phone:

* Access to the Church Room is via Church only

(Cost is the same as a local call)
––––––––––––

RAISE
the roof

P ANT SALE
07 MAY
NOW is the time to think about
planting seeds, for flower & veg.

a great fun evening –
here in Church with:

(The Old Crocks)

ADMISSION:

at the door

—— In Aid of ——
our Church Restoration Fund!

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line
http://saintstephensoundwell.org

● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

SATURDAY
MAY PM

&37th Kingswood Scouts

Click-aSERMON

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:

(Bristol Sea Shanty Band)

OR ––––––––––––

Would you please put in some
extras for our Church Plant Sale!
Cuttings from established
plants are also required. You can
recycle plastic containers to put
them in. Thank you!
Gill Mayo

● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796
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