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The Queen,
and the Holy Spirit
Great Paul, the largest church bell in the
country, will be rung for the Service.
The bell was made in 1882, but fell silent
in the 1970s due to a broken mechanism.
It was restored in 2021 and has been rung
on 8 occasions since, but this is the first
royal occasion it will be rung.
The Queen’s reign has been marked by
almost unimaginable changes in society
and in the world.
Her coronation was credited with kickTHE FIRST weekend of June this starting the television age back then, but
year marks two significant events. now screens are just about everywhere.
Her first Christmas broadcast in 1952
The first of these is the Queen’s
was
only on the radio, her latest in 2021
platinum Jubilee, for which celebration
events are being planned in communities could be watched on TikTok or heard on
Amazon Alexa!
across the country.
The Queen has been a constant presence
In our own Church, we are having a
in an ever-changing world and it is testJubilee Picnic for our Church family on
ament to her humility and service that,
Friday 3rd June at 1pm. Don’t forget to
bring something to drink as well as your
although scandals may have rocked her
food, something to sit on and some
family and a great number of her governmoney if you fancy a burger or hotdog
ments, the Queen herself remains an
from the BBQ.
inspiration to many.
We have also found a way to show the
Though the majority of her coronation
Special Platinum Jubilee Service for Her
was shown on television, there was one
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, in church.
moment that was deemed too sacred to
It takes place at St Pauls Cathedral at
broadcast (even that is a decision that you
11.30am, so why not come to church to
can’t imagine television executives making
watch it together and stay for the picnic!! today!) This was the moment when the
We’ll pray and chat and laugh, have
symbols of her status – the crimson robe,
some games and we might even sing if
the diamond diadem, the coronation
you’re up for it. Whatever the weather, we necklace – were removed, and the Archwill gather – inside or out – to be Church bishop of Canterbury anointed the new
family. Bring a friend if you like, the more Queen with holy oil.
the merrier!! Why not wear something
The Queen has spoken since of how this
red, white and blue? This is the first time moment was the most significant one of
that any British monarch has celebrated a her life, as in humility she was dedicated
Platinum Jubilee, and after her 70 years
to a life of service and called to follow the
on the throne, very few of us will even be example of Jesus who himself gave his life
able to remember anything other than
for others.
living in Elizabethan times.
Continued on page 2>
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Readings
& Collects
SUNDAY 05 JUNE
Pentecost

Psalm 104:26 –36; Romans 8: 14–17
Acts 2:1–21; John 14:8–17
HOLY SPIRIT, sent by the Father,
ignite in us your holy fire;
strengthen your children with the
gift of faith, revive your Church with
the breath of love, and renew the face
of the earth, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 12 JUNE
Trinity Sunday

Proverbs 8:1–4,22–31; Psalm 8
Romans 5:1–5; John 16:12–15
HOLY GOD, faithful and
unchanging: enlarge our minds with
the knowledge of your truth, and
draw us more deeply into the mystery
of your love, that we may truly
worship you, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

SUNDAY 19 JUNE

1st Sunday after Trinity

Isaiah 65:1–9; Psalm 22:1–9
Galatians 3:23–end; Luke 8:26–39
GOD OF TRUTH, help us to keep
your law of love and to walk in ways
of wisdom, that we may find true life
in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

SUNDAY 26 JUNE

2nd Sunday after Trinity

1 Kings 19:5–16, 19–end; Psalm 16
Galatians 5:1, 13–25; Luke 9:51–end

(Continued from overleaf)
In a book published by the Bible
Society to commemorate her 90th
Birthday, the Queen wrote about
how important faith has been to her.
She writes that...‘through triumphs
and tragedies, great advances in
science and technology... through
enduring war, conflict and terrible
suffering on an unprecedented
scale... through it all… her faith has
always been there.’
In the book, the Queen remembers
the poem she, aged just 13, gave to
her father, King George VI.
It was a poem which he used in
his 1939 Christmas broadcast, just a
few months after the start of the
2nd World War, less than a quarter
of a century after the end of the 1st
World War.
It was a poem by Minnie Louise
Haskins, titled ‘God Knows’. It goes
like this...

I SAID to the man who stood at
the gate of the year,
‘Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.’
And he replied, ‘Go out into the
darkness and put your hand into the
hand of God.
That shall be to you better than
light and safer than a known way!’
And, the poem goes on...

SO I went forth and finding the
Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night.

JAM JARS
required!

FAITHFUL CREATOR, whose
mercy never fails, deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living
Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANK YOU
I WOULD LIKE TO thank our
St Stephens Church family for all
the lovely cards and the phone calls
received while recovering from my
recent illness. Also, for the visits and
many flowers. Thank you for all
your concern.
Joyce Harris x
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Tessa and Colin will be pleased
to receive 1lb (454 g) Jam Jars and
lids for marmalade making in time
for the Summer Fayre in July!
Thank you!

Wow – what a woman of faith our
Queen is, and at the tender age of 13
to offer this as encouragement to her
father, and to have found strength
from it herself over the years.
-------IT IS fitting then, that the other
significant celebration taking place
on the first weekend in June is the
feast of Pentecost. This is when we
remember the gift of God’s Holy
Spirit to the Church, that Spirit of
love and service which binds all
people together and fills each and
every one of us with the guiding
presence of God.
After receiving the gift of the
Holy Spirit, the early Christians,
dedicated their lives to one another.
As the Acts of the Apostles puts it:
“All the believers were one in heart
and mind. No one claimed that any
of their possessions was their own,
but they shared everything they had.
God’s grace was so powerfully at
work in them all that there were no
needy persons among them.”
AS WE approach this weekend
with its multitude of celebrations
may we all be inspired – whether by
the Holy Spirit, by the many years
of humble service of her Majesty the
Queen, or both – to dedicate our
lives to the service of our fellow
humans, in our own communities
and around the world.

Lisa x

APCM Report from Lisa
IN addition to my written report
required by the Charity Commission, which you can find in the
Church Annual Report (ask me for
a copy if you’ve not had one), I also
gave a verbal report to the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
on 15th May 2022.
A FEW people asked me to print this
in Open Space, so that all of you have
the opportunity to hear my thoughts
about not only the past year, but also
where we might be headed as a
Church. So here it is…
When I arrived in Soundwell as
your Priest-in-Charge in September
2016, you had been through a tough
time. There had been divisions and
fallings out, which no matter how
hard we tried not to let it, had an
effect on all. To me – you, the body of
Christ in this place, felt fragile.
But by focusing on Jesus, Following
Jesus, Hoping in Him and reminding
ourselves that Jesus is the heart of all
we are and do, there has been healing
from where we were to where we are
now.
We truly are a family – the family of
God in this place. But we are more
than that. We are St Stephens Church
Soundwell: it’s a family for the family.
We are the family of God for the
families of God who are yet to be, yet
to know and follow and love Jesus.
We are the family for the family.
2021 was another year like no other
wasn’t it? And my written report highlights much of what we did together,
so please do read that when you have
time. But the Covid Pandemic has
taught us and encouraged us to BE
FAMILY, with our biological families,
our neighbourhood families, and of
course our Church family.
We’ve come through the times when
we couldn’t gather to worship God together, we relied on information and
resources that was delivered through
our doors to enhance our worship at
home, we listened to Dial-a-Sermon
or Click-a-Sermon (which are both
on-going) and we logged onto our
online services.
Although there have been pauses
along the way, what Easter joy we had
in 2021 when we came back together
to praise our risen Lord, even with
masks on, anti-bac and social
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distancing. Christ is risen, He is risen
indeed!
In many ways, Covid has enhanced
our family and made it stronger.
Think of the ways you supported each
other thought those days… our Care 5
Groups and many other ways.
We supported Cathie Watson, an
Ordinand in training at Trinity
College, who was with us for a 4-week
placement, which was a joy.
Sadly, Regan Meares didn’t join us
for his on-going training as a curate as
we expected, and that was a huge disappointment for us all, I know. Then I
was licenced by Bishop Viv as Vicar in
August, so although that makes little
difference to what I do day to day,
it was a good excuse for a celebration
and lots of cake!
Last year 2 distinct themes became
the focus of our preaching and
services… inspired by the Holy Spirit
no doubt.
These were; God’s generosity and
our response; and Jesus is the Heart
of God.
Our Diocese ran the Transforming
Churches Together initiative, of
which your PCC took part, and the
following 4 outcomes were discerned:
1. To have a form of church in every
community, and one to which all can
belong.
2. To have people who worship God
in every aspect of their lives, and
throughout their whole lives.
3. For the diocese to be recognised as
a powerful force for gospel change.
4. For the diocese to have sustainable
finances.
The work continues within the Diocese on how we might achieve these
outcomes as Parishes and together as a
Diocese.
Alongside our themes last year, and
the Diocesan key outcomes, we ran
the Living in Love and Faith Course
here during Lent.
This helped us to think about what
it really means to live in love and
faith with one another… to really be a
Church family.
And more recently, well Tuesday in
fact, a small team and I began the
groundwork in preparing the Story of
St Stephen’s in video, which God gave
us a vision for back at the end of 2019.
Remember I asked you for lots of
photos?? Well we didn’t forget God’s
vision, despite the obstacles that

Covid threw at us… and bringing our
themes, the Diocesan outcomes, the
thinking that came out of Living in
Love and Faith, as well as all the
fabulous photos you shared – we came
up with this Vision Statement…
St Stephens Church Soundwell…
SSS for short… it’s the family for the
family. As I said at the start, we truly
are a family. The family of God in this
place. And we are the family of God
for the families of God who are yet to
be, yet to know and follow and love
Jesus. We are the family for the
family.

So what does that mean for us?

Well, we’re going to continue to
gather for worship and non-worship
events in the building. There are the 6
Mission Outreach Groups – See &
Know Toddler Group, Outburst
Youth Group, Knit & Natter, who do
just that, Ladies Group, Men’s Group
and of course Pensioners Group.
We will continue to have Fayres and
concerts and Plant Sales or the like.
Don’t forget to bring a picnic to
Church on Friday 3rd June, as we
celebrate the Queens Jubilee together.
Don’t forget something to drink as
well as your food, something to sit on
and some money if you fancy a burger
or hotdog instead. We’ll pray and chat
and laugh have some games and we
might even sing if you’re up for it.
We plan for The story of St Stephens
in video to be complete by September,
but having lived through Covid we’ll
hold that date a bit more loosely than
we might have done before.
We’ll find our way back to sharing
the peace together, offering Holy
Communion in both kinds, and not
wearing masks in due course… and I
believe those days are getting much
closer.
We will need to focus on growing
the family of God, of all ages, but
especially the younger generations…
because we are the family for the
family!
Lorraine mentioned in her report of
the need for a ‘next generation fund’
in our finances. This is vital if we are
to really be the family for the families
of our Parish, of our community, now
AND in the years to come.
We have received our Church as a
free gift from those who have gone
before us. And therefore, it becomes
our responsibility to maintain it and
keep it fit for purpose, not just now,
but also to pass it on for future
generations.
Continued on page 4>
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APCM Report Continued from page 3
Gill and I, and others have worked
darn hard over the last 18 months,
thinking about who to, and writing
Grant Funding Applications to
various ‘givers’, so that we haven’t
needed to ask you or our community
to cover the £60,000 cost of repairs to
the Spire. Let alone all the other stuff
needed following the break-in and
lead theft.
This has been intentional, because,
your PCC is looking towards the
future. So that we might future-proof
this building, so as we have received
it, we might pass it on to the children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and beyond, of this our Parish, our
extended family… so that they might
come to know and love and follow and
worship Jesus.
Look around you, the seating is
breaking and needs replacing, the
walls are peeling, and damp is rising.
The heating system, especially in the
hall, needs an overall and the boiler is
getting nearer the end of its life.
As we start to look at these things,
then there is a natural knock-on effect
to what else might we improve so that
our beloved Church is fit for purpose
and a place where we really are the
family for the family now and in the
decades to come.

I’ll be honest with you, beginning a
re-ordering project is not what ‘I’
want to be doing. But I do believe it
is what God is saying.
‘Freely, freely, you have received,
freely, freely, give’ is the song He
sings to me when I become resistant
to the idea.
Now, this isn’t going to happen
over-night, and you will be included
every step of the way. So, I want to let
you know that members of your PCC
have been tasked with thinking and
praying about this.
So far, we have visited a few nearby
churches that have undergone both
partial and full re-ordering. We will
be bringing our findings to the PCC
and together coming up with some
thoughts.
Then we will share those thoughts
and our vision for the future of our
church.
And together, we will plan and
prepare for the way forward.
As I have said, this isn’t going to
happen overnight, and it will be a
prayerful process that will take time.
As soon as we have thoughts and
ideas to share, we will do just that.
As you know, in 2019, I was
approached by the Diocese to request
that I take a curate to train in all

things priestly, and with a view to
them being ready, at the end of their
training, to take the responsibility to
lead a parish of their own. That didn’t
pan out as we had hoped or expected.
But, in early July, we will be joined
by the Revd Regan Meares – yes the
same Regan we hoped would join us
last year, as an Assistant Curate.
Regan will be ordained a Deacon at
Bristol Cathedral on Sunday 3rd July,
and will be with us after that.
He will live in the old vicarage on
Sweets Road, but that won’t be ready
until later on in July, so he will
commute to us from Thornbury until
that time.
Regan is not an extra pair of hands –
in fact having him with us will be
much more work and take a great deal
of my time in the first 18 months.
But, what joy this will be for us, as
individuals, as a Church and for our
community! As together with Regan,
We Follow Jesus!
Thank you to everyone for all you
have done for each other, for our
church family – inside and out, for me,
and in God’s name.
As ever, I look back with a huge
amount of gratitude to you all. Special
thanks to the Ministry Team – Sandy,
Lin, Peter, Gill & Lorraine – for all
they do in ministry alongside me.
It is a very special privilege to be
your Vicar. LISA

Raising the roof
A ROUSING good time was had
by all who attended the evening
concert on Saturday 14 May in
the Church.

We were entertained by two bands,
the intro act being familiar to many of
us, the 37th Kingswood Alumni
Brass Band (The Old Crocks) who
gave a storming rendition of a few
favourite tunes, such as the Avenger’s
Theme, and other tunes made famous
over the years.
They were followed by the headline
act: Storm Force 10, a Sea Shanty
Band who gave us some familiar (and
also some unfamiliar) songs, such as
‘Bound for South Australia’
A raffle was held in the interval and
all told the evening made over £550,
the proceeds of which will go towards
Church funds, and in view of the
night’s theme, probably Roof repairs!

David Packe
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COFFEE,
CHAT &
COMPANY

AM first Wednesday of
the month in the Turnpike
on Soundwell Road.
A time to be, be known,
and be together

New Church Planter
OUTBURST YOUTH GROUP is
one of the six Mission Outreach
Groups of this Church.
LIKE See & Know Toddler Group,
Ladies Group, Men’s Group, Knit &
Natter, and Pensioners Group they
reach out into our community drawing people into the family of God at
St Stephens.
Outburst encourages children aged
10-13 to get together and have fun,
make friends, do different and exciting things together, and learn of
Jesus along the way.
As the leaders of Outburst were discussing what to plan for the year to
come, naturally ideas of ‘new starts’,
‘new growth’ and ‘new beginnings’
came to mind.
As they recalled, the children had
really enjoyed making the ‘bug house’
which is sited in the church garden,
they thought a planter and bird boxes
might be the ideal activity.
Matt Gait, who is one of our assistant church wardens, who focuses on
the maintenance and care of our
buildings, with Tim Parker and Gill
Mayo, works for Creative Metalworks
in Warmley, and along with the
generosity of his company, gave their
time and the materials free of charge –

and so the planter you now see outside
of church and in the pictures below
was born.
The children then designed the
lettering and painted it, so we as a
Church and a community can be
reminded of the importance of our
young people… the next generation.
I love the fact that the letters are all
different… reminding us that so are
we, as are the youngsters who painted
them, AND that God loves us all
equally and we are all made in His
image.
The planter was then brought to life
with flowers of red, white and blue –
because we are in the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee year – so please do
admire it as you pass by.
Perhaps stop and say a pray for the
youngsters or our parish, because they
too are part of the family of God, they
are part of our family at St Stephens.
Also, why not look around for the
bird boxes and see if they are being
used as we hope – home for birds.
I’ve deliberately not included any
photos of them so I don’t give away
their location.
Thank you, Outburst Youth Group all the leaders and the young people –
you are amazing and we thank God
for you! Lisa x

Your church
finance update
GIVING
FOR APRIL

This is our financial
‘Giving to God’, through his Church,
for the month.
Our aim is not to balance the books
(although the Charity Commission
requires that of us)
but to respond to God with
an outpouring of gratitude
and generosity.
Thank you for your generosity.

GIVING
YEAR TO DATE
BUDGET £7095 ACTUAL £4599

Regular giving & one off donations
£5544
GIVING MONTH BY MONTH:

Average budgeted

£7095 monthly giving
£4374

Average actual
monthly giving

£5748

Average monthly
giving & one-off
donations

GIVING VERSUS
EXPENSES 2021/22
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JUNE

CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

05 Local industry & Margaret Moore

Crownleaze
Deerhurst
Deerswood

12 Our Vicar Lisa & Cordelia Nolan, Peter Smyth & Serena

Eastleigh Close
Eastleigh Road
Elmore

people who work Josie, Tanya & Bradley Morris
in the parish
Carol Murphy, Dave Newton
her family Paul & Tom

Katy, Tom, George & Theo North
Gill Ogborne, David Packe

19 Associate

Jan and Dave Parker, Suzanne Parker
Fairford Close
Tim, Olivia & Sophie Parker
Fairlyn Drive
Wayne, Rosie, Annie-Mae & Joseph Pearce Florence Road

26 Lay Minister:

Geoffrey & Catherine Perkins, Trish Phipps Frys Hill
Ollie, Jaime & Rupert Phipps
Gilpin Close
Shirley Potts, Christine Priddis
Gladstone Court

Minister:
Sandy Cooper
Peter Robbins

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays.
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.
DIAL-A-SERMON: Listen to this week’s Sermon on your phone: 0117 456 2090,
(Cost is the same as a local call) or CLICK-A-SERMON: visit our website and use
the audio link to listen on-line: http://saintstephensoundwell.org

JUNE DIARY
01 Wednesday 11am

Coffee, Chat & Company at the Turnpike
on Soundwell Road
03 Friday
11.30am
Queen’s Jubilee Service of Thanksgiving
BBC broadcast on screen In Church
1~3pm
PICNIC! In Church Gardens
07 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room*
09 Thursday(s) 10~11.45am See & Know weekly in Church Hall
2~4pm
Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7.30~9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room* then fortnightly
7.30pm
Ladies Group Concert Alumni Brass Band
Admission £5 (includes refreshments)
10 Friday
1.15~3.45
Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall
17 Friday
6.30pm
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church
* Access to the Church Room is via Church only

ASSISTANT

PARISH
SAFEGUARDING

Summer

FA
YRE
PARISH SHARE SCEME

FROM THE REGISTERS
SINCE APRIL 2022

Weddings:

● APRIL 24: Richard Addison and
Natalie Josham were married at St
Stephens.
Please hold them and their lovely
family in your prayers.
● MAY 7: Peter Bednarowski and
Carol Cockram were married at
St Stephens.
Please hold them in your prayers,
asking especially for relief from their
various health problems.
We wish both these couples every
happiness in their new lives together.

Funerals:

● MAY 09:Georgina ‘Gina’ Slade (77).
The celebration of Gina’s life was
held at St Stephens Church,
Soundwell, followed by burial at
Mangotsfield Cemetery.
Please hold her children: Chris,
Gilly, Paul and Lisa, all their families
and her friends and neighbours in
your prayers.
● MAY 17: Louisa Martha Jefferies,
Lou (95). The celebration of Lou’s life
was held at the Westerleigh
Crematorium.
Please hold her sons; David with
Marie and Kevin with Lin; her
grand-children Neil, Laura, Lewis
and Rachel; the wider family and all
Lou’s many friends, as well as her
Church family, in your prayers.

Baptism:
● MAY 01: Sienna Ann Hughes.
Please hold; Mum and Dad, Carly &
Craig; Sienna’s Godparents; and all
the family in your prayers.

OFFICER

St Stephens is looking for someone
to assist Peter Robbins in his role of
Parish Safeguarding Officer.
This voluntary role would involve
assisting with some of the administrative and other tasks associated
with making sure we are doing the
very best we can at St Stephens to
look after each other, and especially
the children and vulnerable adults in
our community.
This is an opportunity to contribute
to this important part of work in our
Parish.
There is some computer work and
other paperwork involved and
training is available to help with this.
For further information and a Role
Description please contact Peter or
Lisa by 30th June.
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− PM
SATURDAY
JULY

Continued from Page 5

IN THE
CHURCH HALL
All the usual fun:
stalls, bric-a-brac,
refreshments, raffle etc.
Bring a friend if you can
but an enjoyable time
to be had for all.

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL
● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297
● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone
0117 956 9796
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