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What is your name?
ONE OF the first things we find
out when we meet someone that
we don’t know, is their name.
Names are powerful objects and
our names are significant to us.
OUR name is our identity: it is how we
introduce ourselves. It is how we change
our relationship with someone... at one
point we are strangers, and after we exchange names, we can then become something more... an acquaintance... a friend
... a companion.
Each and every one of us has been given
a name. Most of us have a first, middle
and last name. Traditionally many of us at
St Stephens would say that our first name
is our Christian name, the name we were
given at baptism.
In today’s diverse societies, if the term
is used generically, it could be taken as
offensive, as it presumes that the entire
society is Christian. Nowadays, especially
in official documents, alternatives which
do not refer to a particular faith, and are
therefore more inclusive, are often used:
first name, forename and given name.
Do you know why you have the name
you do?
Would you rather have a different
name?
Are you known by your middle name
or maybe a nickname?
Our parents may have given us the name
we have for a particular reason. It could
be that we are named after a parent or
grandparent, or it may have been the
name of someone famous/popular at the
time we were born, or that of a hero or
heroine from a favourite book.
Our names are one of the elements that
define us as individuals, which is probably
why we have so many of them. As well as
our first, middle and last names we are
also connected to secondary names, such
as our job title, relationship status (Mr or
Mrs), our education level and more.

Names are important – and not just for
people. The importance of a person’s name
is especially evident in one very wellknown book: The Bible, which makes it a
go-to resource for many Christian parents
-to-be when choosing a baby’s name.
The Bible is full of names, and those
names are full of meaning. And of course,
the Bible bears the name that is the name
above all names – Jesus Christ!
There are many different names for
God. Some of them are only evident in
the original languages that the scriptures
were written in, but some of these names
or titles are obvious in our English translations. The primary reason why there has
been so many names for God throughout
scripture, has to do with descriptions of
God’s nature and character.
For example:
El Shaddai - God Almighty
Adonai Lord, Master
Yahweh Lord, Jehovah
Jehovah Raah (Rohi)
The Lord my Shepherd
Elohim God (Creator, Judge)
When we understand how each of
God’s names reveals another aspect of his
character, we can then see what a gift it is
that he has so many names recorded in
the Bible. The more we learn about those
names, the more we learn about God.
God placed tremendous significance on
names, and the meanings of them, starting with the creation of Adam, ‘One
formed of the earth’. Adam, the first man,
was given the task of naming all the
animals, and was the only man ever to
have the honour of choosing a name for
his wife, Eve.
Several times throughout the Bible,
God chose new names for those he loved,
including his choice for his own Son:
Yeshua.
When the Angel of God appeared to
Joseph in a dream, he came with a very
specific message about the meaning of a
name.
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‘And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call his name Yeshua: for
he shall save his people from their
sins.’ MATTHEW 1.21
The name Jesus, or ‘Yeshua’ in
Hebrew, was the same word as
SALVATION.

God chose a name that directly
described the life purpose for His
son, “Call his name, JESUS,
‘SALVATION’: for he will save his
people from their sins”’.
––––
NOT all names have pleasant meanings. ‘Nakusha’, or ‘Nakushi’, for
example, are derogatory names that
mean ‘unwanted’ in the Indian language Marathi, in rural Maharashtra,
India. It is given by some parents to
unwanted female children, in the
belief that doing so will ensure that
their next child is a boy.
In 2011 this dreadful practice was
highlighted to the world and a
renaming ceremony took place to
correct this and give the girls a new
identity.
285 girls in their best outfits,
lined up at a renaming ceremony to
receive certificates announcing
their new names, along with a small
bouquet. Some of the new names
that were chosen had much better
meanings like ‘prosperous’, ‘beautiful’, ‘good’ and even ‘very tough’.
A government campaign now exists to find such girls, and to allow
them to officially change their name.
In the Satara district, girls called
Nakusha or Nakushi are renamed,
automatically enrolled in school,
with free transport provided, and
their parents obtain free food.
This sad story illustrates just how
important names are to us all.
So you could say that Shakespeare
was wrong when he said ‘A rose by
any other name would smell as sweet’.
The fact is all names don’t ‘smell as
sweet’ and we carry our names with
us – sweet or not – all our life. And
throughout our lives they could
have a great deal of impact when it
comes to who we are and what we do.
As it says in Proverbs 22:1
‘A good name is more desirable than
great riches; to be esteemed is better
than silver or gold’.
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If names were just a trivial thing
and unimportant, why is it that
companies spend £millions searching for a key brand name.
The choice of a good brand name
is considered critical for the success
of a new project.
Google was actually a misspelling
of Googol, the word for 10 raised to
the power of 100 (no I don’t understand what that means!).
So if it had not been misspelt initially, we could all have been happy
Googoling on the world wide web,
which isn’t quite as easy to say!
Our name is what we answer to,
when someone calls our name we
respond. Unfortunately some of us
may have been called negative
names, and verbally abused, and
still feel the anguish and pain that
those names made us feel. I am
sure many of you will remember
the childhood rhyme that was
often heard in the playground:
Sticks and stones may break my
bones, but names will never hurt me’.
How wrong that innocent childish rhyme sounds now. Calling
others by cruel, derogatory or spiteful names can have a lasting impact
on the victim, maybe for their
entire life.
––––
SOME of us have nicknames (hopefully nice ones) that maybe only our
family know us by. My Dad and a
close family friend called me ‘Ginge’
when I was growing up because of
the colour of my hair, but my mum
never ever called me that! The
husband of one of my cousin’s called
me Titch (until I finally grew at the
age of 16).
The team that went to Uganda in
2011 all had a T-shirt with their individual nickname printed on the
back –mine was Jools – and you will
hear Sandy call me that more often
than not.

I have also been known as Big Julia
and Eagle-eyes Merrifield while at
work.
When given nicknames as children
they can be embarrassing, especially
if they follow us in to adulthood.

I asked a few church members to
divulge their nicknames. You may be
surprised at some of them!
Let’s hear what Lisa had to say
first: ‘Oh I’ve had and have loads!!’
First there was ‘scar face, not such a
nice one.
Then there was ‘titch’ because of my
diminutive height, also ‘Looby Loo’,
I had a pair of Andy Pandy striped
dungarees I wore to a social event
with the TSB Bank whom I worked
for as my first job on leaving school.
Someone said: ‘Look Lisa has got
Andy Pandy clothes on’ and some one
else said, ‘a right Looby Loo she is’
and it stuck. I even had internal Bank
Memos addressed to Miss Lobby
Loo!!! Mum calls me Jaynie Pops, as
my middle name is Jayne. Paul used
to call me Peachy, which he lengthened to Peachy Rama, (but why I know
not) then shortened it to Rams, again
not the best, but that’s stuck with
him. And many people call me Wiggy
– especially other Clergy around my
own age.
Now for the interesting ones...
I tend to sense the names by which
God calls me don’t match my parent’s
chosen ones, they are Passion and
Barnabas. The whys for those are
between me and Him, but some of
them are as one would suspect, others
perhaps not so!’
––––
Sandy is next... ‘My name is a nickname. When I was born, as child
number 4 in the family my parents
were too exhausted to be original, or
had run out of ideas of what name to
use for this latest (and last) one. Our
family doctor, who was also a close
friend told Mum and Dad: ‘His name
is Alexander, call him Sandy’. And so
it happened.
Maybe it was a coincidence, but that
Doctor was my Godfather, and his
name was Alexander, too!
He was the High Sheriff of Bristol
for the year 1959. I was never known
as Alexander, not even by my parents,
even when being told off! The only
people to use that name were my
Housemaster at school and the unwanted cold call salesmen so I always
know a nuisance call when they ask
for Alex or Alexander.
That’s my story, and you all, my

friends, are part of it.’
––––

Sarah Fry said… ‘I was called Biddy
by my best friend in my school years.
My previous surname was Bidmead
and it is also linked into fact I am
short!’
Continued on page 7

Readings
& Collects
FOR MAY 2021
FOR THOSE OF US who are not able

to attend services or who wish to use
the Sunday readings and Collect Prayer
to worship at home, here they are:
SUNDAY 06 JUNE
1st Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 3:8–15; Psalm 130;
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1; Mark 3:20–end
GOD OF TRUTH, help us to keep
your law of love and to walk in ways
of wisdom, that we may find true life
in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.
SUNDAY 13 JUNE
2nd Sunday after Trinity
Ezekiel 17:22–end; Psalm 92:1–8;
2 Corinthians 5:6–10, 14–17; Mark
4:26–34
FAITHFUL CREATOR, whose
mercy never fails: deepen our faithfulness to you and to your living
Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY 20 JUNE
3rd Sunday after Trinity
Job 38:1–11; Psalm 107:23–32;
2 Corinthians 6:1–13; Mark 4:35–41
GOD OUR SAVIOUR, look on this
wounded world in pity and in power;
hold us fast to your promises of peace
won for us by your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.
SUNDAY 27 JUNE
4th Sunday after Trinity
Wisdom1:13–15, 2:23–24; Psalm 30;
2 Corinthians 8:7–end; Mark 5:21–end
GRACIOUS FATHER, by the
obedience of Jesus you brought
salvation to our wayward world:
draw us into harmony with your will,
that we may find all things restored
in him, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
FOR 06 & 09 JUNE

JUNE 5th was World Environment Day.
Here are some prayers from some of our
bishops in the Church of England to help
us pray to the Lord for our world and our
environment and our place in both:
From the Rt Revd David Walker,
Bishop of Manchester:
Heavenly Father, You have taught us,
through your servant St Francis, that all
creation is your handiwork.
Grant us your grace that we may
exercise wise stewardship of this Earth;
tread lightly upon it; and cherish its
resources; that our children may enjoy
its riches, throughout all generations,
and your name be glorified through all
that you have made. Amen.
From the Rt Revd Libby Lane,
Bishop of Stockport:
Eternal God, whose Spirit moved over
the face of the deep bringing forth light
and life; by that same Spirit, renew your
creation, and restore your image in your
people.
Turn us from careless tenants to faithful
stewards, that your threefold blessing of
clean air, pure water and rich earth may
be the inheritance of everything that has
the breath of life, and one generation may
proclaim to another the wonder of your
works; through Jesus Christ, your living
Word, in whom the fullness of your glory
is revealed. Amen.
And from the Rt Revd Steven Croft,
Bishop of Oxford:
Creator of our common home, You fill
the earth and sea and sky with life.
Forgive us our neglect of your creation,
the choking waste of our pollution, the
damage done by careless habits, and our
indifference to future generations.
Help us to amend our lives to refuse
more plastic if we can’t reuse it, to lift our
voice for lasting change, and to live well
and gently on the earth.
To the glory of your Son, the Living
Word, through whom you made this
fragile world. Amen.
-------------LORD, these days we are blessed with so
much information and awareness of our
environment, through the media and
people and organisations, to help us understand the issues and concerns.
Help us to focus on the small yet significant things we can do as a church, as
families, and as individuals to treasure
and protect the home you have given us
for all your creatures and future
generations.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our own parish we pray for our local
industry & businesses:

Lord this past year has been so hard
for so many in industry and business.
We pray for those around us with
responsibilities for the employment of
themselves and others at this difficult
time for so many businesses.
Lord of compassion be with them in
their troubles, calm their anxious minds
and spirits and assure them that you will
help them if they turn to you.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our cycle of prayer we hold before
you today our See & Know children:
Aida Holmes, Austin James, Kayla James
& Avnoor Kapoor. And our neighbours
in Wiltshire Place, Witcombe Close &
Woodchester

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Jesus said: ‘Whoever does God’s will is
my brother and sister and mother.’
Here are some prayers for this Sunday,
the Second Sunday of Pentecost, from
the Church of Scotland to help us truly
live as Jesus’ brothers and sisters:
A prayer for our lives as Christians:
We dare to worship, to praise, to love,
to forgive, to live fully, to live with faith,
to live together, to live for the future.
We dare to be different. Amen.
A prayer of Reflection:
Peasant king, who dines with lepers,
tax collectors and prostitutes, who sits at
our tables and takes on the tasks of a
servant.
Lowly king whose feet get dusty and
whose hands become soiled with the
grime of human contact and the serving
of others’ need.
Mighty king who hangs on a cross
lifted up to show that death is not the last
word.
Risen king whose triumph confounds
all earthly systems of authority and
majesty.
Sovereign God our Saviour and Lord,
Amen.
A prayer of sending:
Go now and dare to be God’s colourful
community in a world that prefers grey.
Dare to stand out in a world that
prefers conformity.
Dare to live in a world that seeks death.
Dare to be God’s in a world that thinks
it is its own. Amen.
-------------IN 2 Corinthians 4 vs 6, we hear:
For God, who said, ‘Let light shine
out of darkness,’ made his light shine in
our hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of God’s glory displayed in
the face of Christ.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Amen. Peter Robbins
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Prayers of Intercession
13 & 16 JUNE

LORD, OUR GOD, we gather together
today to give you thanks and to praise
your greatness. We praise you for your
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless,
your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace
is overwhelming and your love is never
failing. You promised that you will never
leave or forsake us. As we worship you in
spirit and truth, let us never forget the
good things you do for us. Open the eyes
of our hearts that we may see you more
clearly today.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, we pray that you are
beside us as we travel the unknown road
out of the COVID pandemic, to hopefully,
a healthier world of renewal and recovery.
Help us to care for each other well as the
time approaches when social distancing
is lifted, and we will be able to sit alongside one another again.
Lord let us be mindful, that for many,
this may be a troubling and fearful time
as we once again get used to the freedoms
that have long been denied us.
Give us all the strength and courage to
respect one another’s boundaries of what
we can cope with and what is acceptable
at this present time.
Holy Lord, you are our rock in times
of trouble, doubt and worries. For those
of us who come here feeling broken or
weak, bring restoration and strength.
For those of us who come here with heavy
hearts and sadness, bring joy. For those
of us who come here feeling burdened or
anxious, bring rest and peace.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our cycle of prayer this week we
pray for all the people who work in the
Parish. May they know that they are in
our prayers today. We continue to pray
for the children that attend See and
Know – Rocky Maggs, Quinn Michalik,
Isabella Mills, Florence Pearce and
Annabelle Pinter.
In our wider community we pray for
all those who live in Woodland Avenue,
Woodland Way and Yew Tree Drive.
We remember and offer prayers for all
those on the prayer board. Let’s take a
moment to say a silent prayer for all those
known to us who may be ill or struggling
and, on our hearts, and in our minds
today.
Lord we ask that your comforting
presence is felt by all who mourn and are
in sorrow at the loss of a loved one. In
times of turmoil, fear, anxiety and
sickness, Lord we know that every
human being is known and loved by you.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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continued

Father God we pray for our nation.
In our awareness that all is not right, let
us not forget to give you thanks and
praise for the blessings we know and often
take for granted: our freedom to speak,
education, health and relative prosperity.
For ourselves, our local leaders and the
leaders of our nation, we pray for a spirit
of thankfulness, integrity and justice.
Lord Jesus, we live in a world where
millions are hungry, denied basic human
rights and crippled by war, corruption,
and debt. As we know your generosity to
us, give us generosity of heart, with
courage to believe, passion for justice and
strength to act.
Loving Lord we pray for your church
in those parts of the world where there is
persecution and poverty. Through your
gracious love strengthen the hope, the
hearts and the lives of your people. We
pray that we might be generous in
meeting the needs of others, through our
caring, the gift of our time, the wisdom
of our words, our quiet listening and in
practical ways.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creator God - You spoke and made the
sunrise to light up the very first day, You
breathed across the water and started the
very first wave – it was You.
You make all things new.
You introduced your glory to every
living creature on earth, they started
singing, they sang for You.
Then the world was broken, battered
and scarred. You took the hopeless, the
ruined and made it new.
You make all things new.
You redeem, You transform, renew and
restore.
You make all things new.
Forever we will watch and worship
You. You turn winter into spring. You
take every living thing and You breathe
the breath of life into it, over and over
again.
You made the sunrise, day after day.
But there’s a morning coming when old
things will all pass away. And everyone
will see You make all things new.
You make all things new.
Come redeem and come transform,
come renew and restore and make all
things new.
You make all things new.
And forever we will watch and worship
you. Now and forever You are making all
things new.
You’re making all things new.
Hallelujah. Hallelujah!
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen. Julia Merrifield

20 & 23 JUNE 2021

LOVING, Gracious Lord we ask you to
help us open wide our hearts in everything we do this week. During the tough
times; help us to be resilient and brave
to overcome obstacles that are put in our
way to challenge us. But help us to
rejoice and celebrate being your servant
with kindness and hope, touching the
lives of the people we come into contact
with, knowing that you are always with
us. Let us have faith in you, Lord, to
guide us and let us listen and trust you to
show us the direction you want us to go.
You are a loving, giving Lord, help us to
have faith in your will.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the Leaders of our nations,
that you will guide them to work together to fight injustice and division and
to bring peace to troubled areas of our
world. Guide their thoughts and actions
and protect them from dark influences
and corruption in their decision making.
Lord be with your Church throughout
the world that your love will be shown to
those most in need through words and
actions. We pray for people who are
living in areas throughout the world
where there is poverty, unrest, injustice
and illness. We ask Lord that you bring
them peace, justice and healing.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord as we begin to get our lives back
to some sort of normality and are able to
meet up with our families and friends,
please help us not to forget those who are
still struggling with poverty, homelessness, sickness and those who are lonely.
Over the last year there have been many
acts of love and kindness and may these
continue so we can help to heal those who
are broken in body and spirit and turn
their sorrows into joy.
Continue to be with all the essential
workers who have kept our shops,
hospitals, schools and emergency services
running during this time; we thank them
for their commitment and service to
their community.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father we ask that you pour
your blessings on our Priest in charge;
Lisa and her family; Paul and Tom.
We thank you for bringing Lisa to St
Stephens and for all the work she does
for our Church community.
Thank you for her passion and the love
that she puts in to everything she does
and for all the support and encouragement that she gives to so many.
May she find time to rest and
recuperate with her lovely family, when
needed.

We pray for our See & Know children;
Cleo Rees, Naomi Rees, Daisy Silverthorne, Hallie Williams, Frank Zajac and
for everyone living in Acacia Avenue,
Acacia Close and Acacia Road.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, we bring before you all those
known to us who find themselves in a
dark place.
We pray for those who are suffering
from a physical illness and those who are
mentally unwell with depression and
anxiety. We especially remember the
people on our prayer board and those
known to us. We pray that by your Holy
Spirit you will bring them love, joy and
hope and your glorious light will begin
to shine in their darkness.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are grieving the
loss of a loved one, or remembering the
passing of a loved one, where the pain of
loss is still so unbearable.
Embrace them in your loving arms and
comfort them in their pain and turmoil.
Please fill their empty hearts with
pleasant memories, the sound of laughter
and of sunshine and happier days.
Heal their broken hearts with your
gentle touch and bring them peace and
through the love shown by others, may
they find strength and know that they
are not alone in their struggles.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord of all creation help us to see the
beauty all around us; in the flowers, the
trees, the wildlife and the dramatically
changing skies.
Loving Lord, fill us with your Holy
Spirit and let us feel your unconditional
love in our lives. Lord, we come to you,
let our hearts be changed, renewed, flowing from the grace that we found in you.
Lord we’ve come to know the
weaknesses we see in ourselves, but these
will be stripped away by the power of
your love!
This week Lord, hold us close and let
your love surround us, your spirit leads
us on, in the power of your love!
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Amen.

Julie Fudge

27 & 30 JUNE

Loving Heavenly Father be with us
here this morning as we join together in
our worship and praise.
We ask that you will guide us through
the changes in our lives which our
Government has set for us.
As we take these steps to restore our
lives to our former ways give us grace and
patience to accept changes we may not
find easy.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our cycle of prayer this week we pray
for our Associate Minister Sandy Cooper,
we give you our grateful thanks for all
Sandy and his wife Lin, mean to us here
at St Stephens, and for their ministry and
dedication to us all.
From our Church Members we pray for
Margaret Archer, Cheryl Ashwin, and
Gwen and Derek Beek.
From our wider community we pray
for the residents of Alexandra Close,
Alexandra Gardens, and Alexandra Place
Please let all these good people know
they are in our thoughts and prayers.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As we bring our prayers to a close let us
draw strength from the words of St Paul,
in our reading this morning, as he tells
the Christians of Corinth how to continue to receive and act on the Words of
our Lord brought to them by Titus.
‘The one who had much did not have
too much,
And the one who had little did not
have too little.’
Let us give of ourselves as Jesus taught
us.
In these times of change for us all; let
us abide by the rules; help one another;
give of ourselves; and hold fast to the
knowledge that you are always there to
hear our prayers and to listen to our
concerns in our difficult and testing
times.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Amen.

Jenny Bishop

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We continue to pray for all those on our
Prayer Board and all our church members
and those who have found getting to
church difficult during these Covid
related times.
We hold before you today those who
have recently lost loved ones and, for
those whose anniversary of a loss of a
loved is at this time.
For many families the last year has been
difficult in so many ways.
Let us keep them in our hearts and
know that God will be with them all in
these difficult times.
Let us hold a moments silence to pray
for those known to us personally who need
our prayers at this time.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father we bring your world
to our prayers today. We remember
especially the poorer countries that have
been devastated by the Corona Virus,
as they struggle to finance the necessary
vaccines and testing systems to stem
infections.
We give thanks to you for the skills of
the scientists and medical teams who have
worked so hard in our own country and
around the world, to develop and produce
the many vaccines that have helped to
stem the infection rates.
We pray that the continued work to
make vaccines available to all, will
eventually make this virus manageable
throughout the world.

Cream Tea’s & Refreshments,
a Raffle and Stalls,
all in the Church Hall!
Why not bring a friend or
your family and enjoy the time
together?
OPEN SPACE PAGE 5

Playing and praying
WITH Covid restrictions lifting at
the start of May, it allowed for a
resumption in meeting up in old
and new ways, and a new way was
the Pray & Play for young families
with children on Saturday morning
recently.
Originally it was scheduled for the
church gardens but wet weather
meant the venue was switched indoors to the church hall instead,
but that did not dampen their
spirits as you can see here in the
various photos from the morning!

∙ St Stephens Church ∙
Soundwell

CHURCH GIVING
MADE EASY
Just scan the QR code
below,
with your phone camera.
WE are a charity that relies on
your donations to do our work
and maintain the buildings for
everyone to use.

So thank you and bless you!

Using a QR code: Open your phone
camera, and then:
● Locate the QR code in the viewfinder and you will see a notification
– with a link to the ‘Sum-up’ website.
● Don’t take a photo but click or tap
on the notification on
your screen which will take
you directly to our giving
page.
● Confirm your donation.
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< Continued from page 2
––––
Rosemary Boulton is called Rose
by most of her family and Rosy by
a friend, but she had several nicknames…
‘The first I recall was when I was
at Senior School; ‘Batty’.
I remember there was a little
group of us who had a nickname
starting with the first letter of our
surname. There was also a Soppy
and a Dopey and I have forgotten
the others. I am glad that was all
forgotten when I left school!
When I worked as a waitress for a
short time at a hotel in Switzerland
one of the staff always called me
‘Miss Panic’! He was often meant to
be on duty with me at breakfast and
always overslept so I WAS in a panic
when confronted with a roomful of
guests and only me to serve them,
and the Americans always wanted
hot chocolate which was rather a
hassle to prepare!
Then I had a lovely lady borrowing some space in my office for
several months. She always called
me Rosy Posy!’
––––
Julie Fudge says this…
‘I used to have long straightish
hair when I was at secondary school
and I have a bent nose, so my
friends would call me Winnie and
my enemies would call me witch!
Also my Mum called me Lou when
I was a child because when I was
born my brother couldn’t say Julie
but called me Julou so this got
shortened to Lou!’
––––
Carolyn Smith was called ‘Button’
by her Uncle because of her button
nose and says she has also been
known as Flo and Caz!
––––
Peter Robbins informed me ‘that
when working for the Police I was
called ‘Pumpkin and I was also
known as Pierre at Bath and the
trainees called me Beryl.’
No explanations as to why these
names were cast upon him, but I
think Pierre sounds a good choice!
––––
Tim Parker also goes by the name
of Timbo!

While a label can group us with
other people, an individual name
sets us apart. There could be 200
people or more at your place of work,
but your name badge, email address
and payslip confirms that you are
you, and makes you distinct.
Many of us have incorrectly taken
on labels as our names. Maybe we
have been called ‘a loser’ or ‘a failure’
or ‘a mistake’. We may have labelled
ourselves with negative words such
as ‘unattractive’ or ‘overweight’ or
‘undesirable.’ But your given name
becomes the representation of who
you are to your family, your boss,
your friends, your community, or
the waitress at your table.
––––
YOU carry your name with you all
your life, and in many ways it becomes a summary of who you are.
When we hear a familiar name like
Mother Teresa, Martin Luther
King Jr or Nelson Mandela – our
minds are flooded with different
thoughts or emotions.
This is because names represent
something to us about certain individuals, who these people are, what
they’ve done or how they have lived,
and what they have accomplished.
––––
THESE days God’s name is consistantly used flippantly to express
anger or surprise. You can hardly
watch a movie, or pick up a novel,
or even listen to the radio without
hearing God’s name used in a
casual, irreverent way.
This is not how we as Christians
choose to use this powerful name as
we look to follow the third commandment: ‘Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord in vain’. God is serious
about the way we use his name.
As Christians we know that we
are all children of God and despite
the vast universe and millions of
people that inhabit it, he knows us
all by name. We matter to him, he
cares about us, what we do is important to him. We have to remember
as believers we bear the name of
God’s Son. We are CHRISTIANS,
which means, ‘LITTLE CHRIST’ so
the way we live reflects on Him.
Many of us must change our conduct to reflect this name that is
above all names. For when we live
our lives in an ungodly way or an

irreverent, lackadaisical way, we
profane the name of our Heavenly
Father and His Son.
––––
Billy Graham once said, ‘We take
the name of God in vain when we
accept it and allow ourselves to be
called Christians but do not live
godly lives.’
How easy (and wrong) it can be to
give someone a label or name that
describes them in a hurtful way.
This could be because of the way
they look, the way they dress, the
colour of their skin, the way they
portray themselves, their religion,
and many more reasons.
But I remind you that God asks us
‘to love one another as he loves us’,
and ‘he knows us all by name’.
As a follower of Jesus, do you love
others well by getting to know their
name, and not by a label/name
others might give them?
Julia (Jools) Merrifield

CHINESE PROVERB

NAME QUIZ
MANY actors and musicians
change their names to something
more suitable, shorter, easier to say
or spell. So see if you can guess who
these people are. Answers are on the
next page – good luck!

1. Ethel Gumm
2. Maurice Micklewhite Jr
3. Reginald Kenneth Dwight
4. Robert Allan Zimmerman
5. Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou
6. Stevland Hardaway Morrison
7. Issur Danielovitch Demsky
8. Ilyena Vasilievna Mironoff
9. Norma Jean Mortenson
10. Caryn Elaine Johnson
11. Demetria Gene Guynes
12. Margaret Mary Emily Anne Hyra
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CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

06 Local

See and Know children:
Aida Holmes, Austin James
Kayla James, Avnoor Kapoor
Rocky Maggs, Quinn Michalik
Isabella Mills, Florence Pearce
Annabelle Pinter

industry

13 People who
work in the
Parish

20 Priest-in-Charge: Cleo Rees, Naemi Rees
Lisa & her family
Paul & Tom
27 Associate
Minister:
Sandy Cooper

Daisy Silverthorne
Hallie Williams, Frank Zajac
Our congregation:
Margaret Archer, Cheryl Ashwin
Derek and Gwen Beek

Wiltshire Place
Witcombe Close
Woodchester
Woodland Avenue
Woodland Way
Yew Tree Drive
Acacia Avenue
Acacia Close
Acacia Road
Alexandra Close
Alexandra Gardens
Alexandra Place

SUNDAY COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE at 10am with an identical

service at 10am on Wednesday. Due to Covid restrictions on numbers, this will give everyone who wants to attend, space to be at one of these services.
NB: BOOKING ESSENTIAL for all services: Call 07903 763 420 to book your place.

DIARY:
Tuesday

15 June

Thursday

17 June

Saturday

19 June

Saturday
Sunday

03 July
04 July

Tuesday
06 July
Wednesday 07 July
Saturday

10 July

Sunday

11 July

07.30pm Dedication Sunday Planning in Church Hall.
All welcome, but please advise Lisa in advance for
Covid-safe procedures.
07.30pm Gill’s licensing as Church Warden
On Zoom, by invitation only
09.00am Pray & Play in Churchyard
(or Church Hall if weather is rainy).
2-4pm
Summer Fayre in Church Hall
03.30pm Regan Meares being Ordained Deacon at Bristol
Cathedral, by invitation only. The service will be
live streamed on Bristol Cathedral website.
Regan will join us as Curate following this service.
07.30pm PCC in Church or Church Hall
12.30pm Youth Church planning for September meeting.
Ask Lisa re venue.
11am -1pm Pray & Play & Praise in Page Park with a Picnic!
Everyone is welcome. Meet on the grass area along
the Park Road side of the park.
10.00am Dedication Service
Cafe Central, simple style, will resume today!

Wednesday 04 August 07.30pm Bishop Viv licensing Lisa as Vicar in Church.

FROM THE REGISTERS
SINCE APRIL

Funerals

● May 05: Evelyn ‘Eve’ Sabina Powell
(88). The celebration of Eve’s life was
held at St Bartholomew’s Church, Wick,
followed by a burial in the graveyard.
Please hold her children; Steven, Tony,
Neville and Alison and all their families;
as well as Eve’s sisters and brothers, the
wider family and her friends in your
prayers.
● May 20: Peter Deery (81).
The celebration of Pete’s life was held at
Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold his children; Stephen, Ian
and Alison, as well as their families,
the wider family and his friends in your
prayers.
● May 24: Lorna Anne Ricketts (52).
The celebration of Lorna’s life was held
at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold her 10-year-old twins, her
Mum and Dad, Colleen and David, her
sister Fiona and husband Gary, as well as
Lorna’s good friends and neighbours in
your prayers.
Would you please also hold the school
community at The Tynings in your
prayers.

QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Judy Garland. 2. Michael Caine
3. Elton John. 4. Bob Dylan.
5. George Michael. 6. Stevie Wonder
7. Kirk Douglas. 8. Helen Mirren
9. Marilyn Monroe. 10. Whoopi
Goldberg. 11. Demi Moore
12. Meg Ryan

How did you get on!
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77487137556?pwd=akFGS
m12SHlieWFxMkZHcUtMaUxKUT09

Sunday 6th June 4pm: Tea & Talk has a different log in for this week only.
Meeting ID: 712 6792 6024 & Passcode: Tea&Talk. Or use the link in the advert.
NB: Tea & Talk is likely to end on Sunday 27 June.

SSS Youth Church

Saturdays at 9am*on Zoom: JUNE






(Meeting ID’s as listed, password stays the same: YChurch)
05 June: 728 5566 3916 (Lisa)
C lick the link: 05 JUNE
12 June: 739 8735 2919 (Teresa)
C lick the link: 12 JUNE
19 June: NB: Meet in Church Garden for Pray & Play session
26 June: 722 3490 4871 (Cathie)
C lick the link: 26 JUNE
* approximately 40 minutes. We Follow Jesus!

www.saintstephensoundwell.org

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL
● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Priest in Charge, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297
● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796
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