
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

At the heart  
of the matter 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL JANUARY 2022 

before you read on. God, the creator of all 
things, emptied himself of all his glory 
and beautiful power, was born in a smelly 
stable, continually showed us and pointed 
to the heart of God... then chose to die  
on a cross, to demonstrate how huge that 
heart really is.  

How could God choose to become one 
of us?  

Knowing our failings and inadequacies 
as he does. Love. Love. Love.  

The heart of God is love, which is why 
Jesus had to become one of us... so that we, 
untrusting as we are, might connect with 
another ‗human being‘ like us, more 
easily that we can connect with our ‗other 
worldly‘ God. Therefore, we can see and 
know the heart of God. That‘s why Jesus 
became one of us, became an ordinary guy, 
so that we can connect with God, know 
his heart, and then take all our wrongs 
onto himself when he chose the cross.  
An ordinary guy... an extra-ordinary guy! 

That leads me into these next words, 
which I have been asked to leave with you 
anonymously.  

They are written by a young lady who 
was also thinking about the heart of God, 
and pondering his sovereignty, in her 
situation. This is why she uses the word, 
Adonia, which translates from Hebrew as 
‗Lord‘ or ‗Lord Master‘. 

Lisa 
Continued overleaf> 

IN THE weeks leading up to Ch istmas, 
our adve tising and ou  thoughts, all our 
special Christmas services and many of 
our regular ones, centred around the 
theme, ‘Jesus... the heart of Christmas.’ 

IN November, both in Church and in 
Open Space, your Ministry Team spoke 
about the generosity of God, which 
obviously comes from His character, and 
is the very heart of his nature.  

And we thought about our response to 
God, for his generosity and love. A heart to 
heart thing if you like... the heart of God 
and our hearts, our response.  

During our Gift Service in early 
December, Suzanne, Gill Mayo, Brian 
Brown and Rosemary all spoke of their 
‗hearts of gratitude to God.‘  

So, there‘s been a continuing and grow-
ing theme weaving into everything we 
have done. For me this has meant, since 
the conception of the Christmas theme in 
September 2021, that I have been ponder-
ing the heart of God. 

I find that I am amazed yet again... and 
all over again... that God‘s heart is so 
huge, he would send His only Son, Jesus, 
to be one of us, to be one with us, to be 
one for us... to be the one who rescues us, 
both now and forever.  

God, the creator of all things – just 
think about how vast that statement is for 
a moment... ponder his magnificence St Stephens 
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MY ADONAI  

My Adonai is a guy, in many ways 
much like you or I. 

He did not die only for the whites 
or the males, for the ones who do 
not fail, the movers and the shakers, 
the opportunity takers, for the ones 
who get all nines and leave the rest 
behind. 

He did not die for only them, but 
also you and I, so that we could 
survive in the end. 

Christ‘s birth was not a shining 
affair as our school nativities would 
have us believe. 

It was illegitimate, it was ugly, not 
a picture-perfect Christmas card of  
a happy family, rigged in scandal, 
roped with discord, the slander and 
shame that covered his name, his 
beautiful name, his ordinary name, 
Jesus. The Ben, Tom, Will, of his 
generation. 

And he healed those in pain, not 
for personal gain but to reach what 
is ‗unattain-able‘, that to be flawed is 
to be human. 

This human came down none-the-
less, not only to bless but to invest in 
our own empowerment. Not because 
of any personal deed, but despite our 
greed. 

To call us, to summon us, to 
challenge us: 

Jesus, you made a way, you are the 
way. 

Because Christ did die for the likes 
of you and I. 

God touched the untouchable, and 
turned that into, ‗[With God‘s grace] 
I Am Able‘ to do whatever he may 
require of me. 

We are the lepers, the beggars, the 
harlots and the demonised, the sluts 
and the blemished. We are the fat and 
the ugly, the liars and the cheats. 
The disabled, the mentally unstable, 
the procrastinators, the ‗failures‘.  

We are the ones who are late eight 
days in a row, the ones who have 
forgotten their tie, the ones without 
our homework who are forced to lie. 
The ones who defy.  

I‘m not here to preach that it‘s all 
alright; some of it is fine, some it‘s 
not.  

But the truth, the unbelievable, 
unconceivable truth of God is that 
he Does. Not. Care. Those labels do 
not matter to him, he will ALWAYS 
let us in. 

My King was perfect, but yet 
society claimed he was ‗flawed‘, he 
was less-than, beneath, a self- 
confessed mad-man. And yet he 
overcame when he rose from the 
grave, and we must do the same.  

So, I speak directly to the girls 
who might feel disempowered, who 
may feel overlooked in a crowd of 
bright, articulate young men, but  
to God you are the same as any of 
them.  

He can use you in exactly the same 
way, no matter what your genitals 
may seem to convey. And if there is 
room for us in the heart of God, 
then there must be room for us in 
the heart of the Church of his 
people. And if not, we must make 
room. 

My king is one who celebrates 
individuality, who welcomes every 
nationality, so if you are a refugee, 
an ethnic minority... Welcome. 
Welcome. Because God‘s love knows 
no boundaries, it destroys the  
constructs of every society, leaving 
only humanity. And I am so excited 
to see what God will do with you 
and me; what God will do with us.  

And as a school, a community, a 
miniature society, we must rise up 
above the petty differences, but 
relate the interlocking experiences 
and preferences, to set aside our 
selfishness, set it aside for an all- 
consuming recklessness, of the in-
carnation of God‘s love, to bring us 
together in connectedness.  

Because that is the way that we 
make our school just a little bit 
closer to the likes of the Kingdom 
of God. A God that has no flaws, 
whose love is so broad that it reaches 
us; sinners as we all are, but with 
the agape of God, there is nowhere 
that is too far to hide, and nothing 
that is too hard.  

So yes I believe in a God, my 
King, my Saviour, my everything.  

But yes, my Adonai is also an 
ordinary guy.  

 

Readings  
& Collects 

FOR THOSE OF US who are not able 
to attend services or who wish to use 
the Sunday readings and Collect Prayer 
to worship at home, here they are: 

SUNDAY 02 JANUARY 2022    
Epiphany    
Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–15; 
Ephesians 3:1–12; Matthew 2:1–12 

CREATOR OF THE HEAVENS, 
who led the Magi by a star to worship 
the Christ-child: guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey's end in 
Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

SUNDAY 09 JANUARY 2022    
1st Sunday of Epiphany    
Isaiah 43:1–7; Psalm 29; 
Acts 8:14–17; Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 

HEAVENLY FATHER, at the Jordan 
you revealed Jesus as your Son: may 
we recognize him as our Lord and 
know ourselves to be your beloved 
children; through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 

SUNDAY 16 JANUARY 2022    
2nd Sunday of Epiphany    
Isaiah 62.1–5; Psalm 36:5–10; 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11; John 2:1–11 

ETERNAL LORD, our beginning 
and our end: bring us with the whole 
creation to your glory, hidden 
through past ages and made known in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SUNDAY 23 JANUARY 2022    
3rd Sunday of Epiphany    
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10; Psalm 19; 
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a; Luke 4:14–21 

GOD OF ALL MERCY, your Son 
proclaimed good news to the poor, 
release to the captives, and freedom to 
the oppressed: anoint us with your 
Holy Spirit and set all your people 
free to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 2022    
Candlemass   
Malachi 3–5; Psalm 24; 
Hebrews 2:14–end; Luke 2:22–40 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, light of the 
nations and glory of Israel: make your 
home among us, and present us pure 
and holy to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. Amen. 
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Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

Everyone is invited!!!  

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 

OPEN SPACE PAGE 3   

Your church  
finance update 

GIVING  
FOR NOVEMBER 

This is our financial  
‘Giving to God’, through his Church,  

for the month. 
Our aim is not to balance the books 

(although the Charity Commission 
requires that of us)  

but to respond to God with  
an outpouring of gratitude  

and generosity. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

GIVING  
YEAR TO DATE 

BUDGET £55,913 ACTUAL £52,861 
Regular giving & one off donations 

£59,665.46 

GIVING MONTH BY MONTH: 

 
          Average budgeted  
   £5083   monthly giving 

         Average actual 
  £5003  monthly giving 

        Average monthly 
   £6744  giving & one-off     
          donations  

NOVEMBER GIVING  
VERSUS EXPENSES 

 

THE LAST Friday Night Live 
Service of 2021, in November, 
was based on the theme of: 

  
 
Friday Night Live has a familiar 
format each month – alongside 
wonderful worship songs, prayers 
and a bible passage, there are 
always questions, based on the 
theme, for us to ponder and think 
about. 
   The bible passage in November 
was from Isaiah 11:1-9, (from The 
Message version), the story that 
many of us are familiar with was: 

The wolf will romp with the lamb, 
the leopard will sleep with the kid. 
Calf and lion will eat from the same 
trough and a little child will tend 
them. Neither animal or human will 
hurt or kill on my holy mountain’.  

 

THE last verse is quite a statement 
and says: ‘The whole earth will be 
brimming with knowing God-Alive, 
a living knowledge of God ocean-
deep, ocean-wide’. 

The questions we were asked to 
think about, and to respond to, 
were as follows:  

1. What does the passage teach 
you about God? 

2. How well do we really know 
God? Who is God to you? 

3. How might you go deeper 
with God… and get to know him 
better? 

——— 
RATHER than go to my normal 
safe place in the ‗Busy Zone‘ to do 
the craft prepared for the evening,  
I headed to the ‗Word Zone‘, to put 
pen to paper as I gave some thought 
to the questions.  

God is with us always, but do we 
always listen, know and feel his 
presence as we should?  

The result is this poem, which 
Lisa asked to be shared with you all 
in Open Space.   

here are you God? 

WHERE are you God – 
in our busyness of the every day? 
Do you watch us, with a smiling face 
as we go about our work and play? 
Or do you watch and feel much 

pain 
as we act so selfishly? 
You must despair at mistakes we 

make; 
our hatred, injustice and cruelty. 
Lord we must learn to love, like you, 
unbiased, generous and kind. 
You Lord make no judgements, 
Your love is for all to find. 
So, where are you God? 
We may think you are hidden and 

unseen, 
but if we seek and know you God, 
Your presence will be made clear. 
Our hearts and minds should be like 

yours, 
with love for all mankind. 
We need to draw your spirit in 
then, like beacons we will shine.. 

——— 
I WOULD urge you all to read the 
bible passage from Isaiah.  

It tells of the most unlikely 
animals eating and lying along-side 
each other, the greatest of friends.  

Isn‘t that how God longs for us 
humans to be? All getting along, no 
prejudice because of the way we 
look, dress, religious beliefs etc?  

God is with us always, but do we 
always do what is right by him, with 
love in our hearts for one another?  

I know that I have some way to go 
yet to know God better, but he is 
there waiting and watching with a 
guiding hand.  

It is up to me to do the right thing 
and follow where he leads. 

Julia Merrifield 
 

(Next FNL service 21 January 2022)  
 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE 



 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 
● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone 0117 956 9796 

JANUARY  CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK 

OPEN SPACE  

Baptisms  
● DECEMBER 12:  
William (Billy) Robert John Amos.  
   Please hold; Mum and Dad, Emily 
and Jason; Billy’s Godparents; and 
all the family & their many friends 
in your prayers. 

Funerals  
● NOVEMBER 30: Enid May Bisp (92). 
The celebration of Enid’s life was 
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.  
   Please hold Jean, Joanne, Mark, 
Nicola and all the family, as well as 
Enid’s many friends and good 
neighbours, in your prayers. 

CAFE CENTRAL 
Refreshments after Church on Sunday 
mornings will be ‘paused’ throughout 
January. As the Covid alert level has 
been raised from level 3 to 4, our risk 
assessment suggests we take extra 
care for a while.  
   This will be reviewed in January and 
may well change in February.  

FROM THE REGISTERS 

Celebration Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 
A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

Everyone is invited!!!  
A GREAT evening of fellowship, 
worship and encouragement,  

so don‘t miss out – 
BE THERE! 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 

02 Home groups Tony Weare, Pauline Webb 
Lisa, Paul & Tom Wigmore,  
Joan Williams, Raphael Wilson,  

Riviera Crescent 
Rodway View 
Rose Oak Gardens 

09 
 

See & Know Mary Winrow, Keith Winter 
Susan Woodey, Gladys Woolford 
Aaliah & Ava Zane 

Rudge Close 
Seymour Road 
Sherbourne Close 

16 Church  
Musicians 

SEE AND KNOW: 
Violet Ambra, Henry Ball, Agnes Brown 
Ruby  Bray, Finley Bennett 

Soundwell Road 
Spring Hill 
St Clements Court 

23 Young people’s 
uniformed 
organisations  

Rowan Bennett, Everly Blinman 
Tommy Bowyer, Joshua Crane 
Oliver Crane, Cody Clarke 

St Stephens Close 
St Stephens Road 
Stanley Park Road 

30 Trinity 
Theological 
College 

Ellis Gervais, Max Harris 
Arabella Harris, Austin Hawkins 
Sapphire Hawkes, Aida Holmes 

Stanton Close 
Station Road 
Sweets Close 

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am  
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.  
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
 
 JANUARY DIARY  

06 Thursday(s) 2~4pm Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly 
  7.30~9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room* then fortnightly 

07 Friday 7~9pm  Outburst Youth Church in Church Hall 
   (Monthly first Friday of the month) 

08 Saturday 9.30am Baptism Preparation in Church & Church Hall 

11 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room* 

13 Thursday(s)  10~11.45am  See & Know weekly in Church Hall 

14 Friday  1.15~3.45pm  Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall then  
   fortnightly 

21 Friday  6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church  

* access to the Church Room is via Church only 

 

Dial-a- 
SERMON 

Listen to this week‘s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 

––––––––––––  OR –––––––––––– 

Click-a- 
SERMON 

Visit our website and use the  
audio link to listen on-line 

http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 

‗Twas the month after Christmas and 
all through the house 

Nothing would fit me, not even a 
blouse. 

The biscuits I‘d nibbled, delicious 
goodies to taste, 

All the holiday parties had gone to 
my waist! 

When I got on the scales  
there arose such a  
number! 

When I walked to the shops it was 
more of a lumber! 

I remembered the marvellous meals 
I‘d prepared; 

The gravies and sauces, roast beef we 
all shared. 

The mulled wine and brandy, 
the bread and the cheese 

I‘d never said ‗NO‘ but always 
‗YES PLEASE‘. 

As I dressed myself in my husband‘s 
old shirt 

And prepared once again to do battle 
with dirt... 

I said to myself, as only I can, 
‗You can‘t spend a winter disguised as 

a man!‘ 
So....away with the last of the sour 

cream dip, 
Get rid of the fruit cake,  

every cracker and chip. 
Every last bit of food that I like must 

be banished, 
‘til all the additional ounces have 

vanished! 
I won‘t have a chocolate, not even a 

lick, 
I must only chew on a celery stick. 
I won‘t have cream scones, crusty 

bread or a pie, 
I‘ll munch on a carrot  

and quietly cry. 
I‘m hungry, I‘m lonesome and life is a 

bore.... 
But isn‘t that what January is for? 
Unable to giggle, no longer a riot, 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to all, and to 

all a good diet! 
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LAST month we thought about 
God’s generosity, and our thank-
ful and grateful response to our 
Lord for his generosity.   
   We recalled our thankful and 
grateful response for all that he is 
and for his love for us.  
 
Our theme for Christmas 2021 was 
Jesus... the heart of Christmas.  

So, on 5 December we thought 
we‘d combine the two themes and 
ask some of our regular Church 
members to share with us, what 
they have thankful and grateful 
hearts for? 

 FIRST of all, Suzanne Parker.  
I asked Suzanne to share with us 
about what she has a grateful heart 
for?  

Suzanne responded like this: 
I‘d like to start with a poem I 

wrote a short while ago… 
 
I THINK I’ve lost my sparkle Lord,  
I don’t know where it went.  

Perhaps it was a gift from you and 
something that was lent.  

I used to shine so brightly, like a star 
up in the sky.  

But now I have this saddened face 
and dullness in my eye.  

Perhaps the glow was temporary, a 
gift from up above.  

I’d like to get it back again – please 
fill my heart with love. 

I’ve lost my way somehow, along 
life’s winding path.  

I used to find great joy in things, and 
smile and joke and laugh.  

I know your world is wonderful, 
with beauty all around.  

The trees, the sky, the moon and 
sun, the silence and the sound.  

Please help me Lord, I ask of you, to 
raise my spirits high.  

Just lift me on your shoulders, and 
point me towards the sky. 

I need to find my purpose, in this 
present stage of life.  

As I no longer am a ‘boss’ or any- 
body’s ‘wife’. 

Please join me on my journey, Lord; 
I need you by my side.  

To give me strength and wisdom 
now, please with me abide. 

PAGE 4 OPEN SPACE  

My heart is full of gratitude to all 
the lovely members of this congre-
gation who always welcome me with 
a nod or a smile like an old and 
trusted friend, no matter what my 
circumstances or how long my 
absence. These things are priceless 
treasures that fill my heart.  

Special thanks and gratitude are 
given to Lisa who has steered me 
through a very difficult few months 
with her love support and guidance.   

Extra special thanks must be 
given to my best friend David for 
his ceaseless love, valuable assist-
ance and for always being here for 
me whatever.  

I have a great deal to thank the 
good Lord for. Bless you one and all. 

 NEXT came Gill Mayo. I asked 
Gill to tell us about the things that 
she thanks God for? Gill responded 
like this: 

LOOKING back over the years I  
am aware of the many times in my 
life, when I had cause to be VERY 
GRATEFUL TO GOD.  

In the early 70s a disastrous 
marriage left me with a 2 year old 
son to raise, single handed. 

Now, over 50 years later, I am still 
constantly THANKING GOD for 
my 53 year old fantastic, successful, 
caring, loving son, who is the father 
of two amazing young men... my 
grandsons. 

Through many, often difficult 
years, while holding down a very 
demanding job, I was having to deal 
with all the problems arising from 
my Mum‘s gradually deteriorating 
dementia, plus my sister with front-
al lobe dementia.  

At the same time I was also being 
constantly stressed by my nephew, 
who led a chaotic life, due to heroin 
addiction. 

This was all INCREDIBLY hard, 
so much so, that I could not have 
dealt with it alone, but, of course, I 
did not have to, as GOD was always 
with me.  

He gave me both the mental and 
the physical strength, plus my pro- 
fessional knowledge, to cope with 
the enormous burden being laid 
upon me.  

 hankful & g ateful hea ts to God... 
I was so GRATEFUL TO GOD for 

always being there... He understood 
and knew exactly what I was going 
through. 

Then, as I was nearing 60, I could 
never have dreamt what GOD had 
in store for me. I met a wonderful 
man, who I was later to marry. 

In the short time we had together, 
while he was well, we had some 
amazing adventures.  

Sadly though, this was cut short 
when he had surgery for an aortic 
dissection which left him para-
plegic, requiring my care 24/7. 

I THANK GOD SO MUCH that  
I had the strength and ability to 
give this care, thus, allowing John 
to remain at home with me for the 
next 2½ years. 

YES, I could feel bitter that life 
took that course, BUT, I don‘t, I am 
just SO THANKFUL TO GOD that 
he gave me the experience of being, 
TRULY loved, cared for, and 
supported... by such an amazing 
man. 

Clearly, GOD has given me so 
many reasons in life to PRAISE 
AND THANK HIM. 

 Then we asked Brian Brown 
why his heart overflows with 
gratitude to God?     

Brian responded like this: 
WOW, now that is some question! 
Straight away I do have an in-
disputable answer which I shall 
come to in a few moments if I may. 

First of all, may I recount to you a 
recent experience when we attended 
a funeral for Joan‘s Sister-in-law 
whose life was sadly cut short by 
cancer.  

During conversation after the 
service another relative said: ―I‘m 
not religious, but how can God let 
so many terrible things happen?‖ 

Whilst I don‘t pretend to know 
the full answer to that question,  
I do believe that by our very nature 
there are bound to be times when 
we experience pain and distress.  

But, we don‘t have to go it alone, 
for God is always there to 
strengthen and guide us through all 
the traumas of our life.  

Continued on page 7> 



OPEN SPACE PAGE 5   

THE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 
A HUGE thank you to Sue 
Humphrey and EVERYONE 
else who helped to make the 
Christmas Fayre a wonderful 
success.  

THE Church premises were really 
buzzing with excitement and joy!  

There were lots of stalls in the 
Church, refreshments in the Hall, 
the ‗Old Crocks‘ Scout band playing 
Christmas Carols, and also of course 
there was Father Christmas.  

The community came together in 
their Church, to grab a bargain and 
to just ‗be‘ together.  

A staggering £2161.25 was raised, 
which will help with our hefty 
deficit this year, but the main focus 
was the people of God gathering in 
His Church... it really felt like God 
was at the heart of his community 
in Soundwell.  

So thank you again Sue, and to all 
who helped move pews, decorate the 
hall, the Church, created the grotto, 
thank you to all who worked on a 
stall or came by to support and 
thank you to everyone who cleared 
away and cleaned and put every-
thing back in its place.  

YOU ARE ALL AMAZING!!! 
I was too busy running a stall to 

take lots of photos, but I did manage 
to look at the main raffle that took 
place in the Church Hall – and what 
whopping prizes!!  

 

ANNUAL WINTER FUEL 
ALLOWANCE 

THANK YOU to those of you 
who, because you feel you are able 
to meet your own heating bills 
without government help, have 
kindly donated your Winter Fuel 
Payment to St Stephens Church,  
to help us keep you and everyone 
who visits your Church, as warm  
as possible.  

These donations go into our 
general fund to help us pay the bills 
and it is very much appreciated, so 
thank you!  

 Lisa 

GIFT DAY 
I WOULD LIKE to say a huge 

thank you to everybody who donated 
to the Sisters of the Church on the 
Christmas Gift Day in December.  

Your generosity raised the sum of 
£902.77 which will be of much help 
to struggling families in Bristol.  

Thank you also for the variety of 
gifts (toiletries, hats and gloves etc) 
you gave – they will be a delight and 
joy to those who receive them.  

And, thank you for continuing 
food donations that you give weekly 
and monthly, which enables the 
Sisters to do their wonderful work.  

What fabulous hearts for God and 
his people you have!  With much love, 
God bless.  Julie Fudge  

 
 

 

New Year resolutions 
JANUARY is of course a time to 
plan ahead for the year, review the 
past year, and make resolutions to 
change this, or that, or start afresh 
or do something new. 

Often diets feature in this process 
after the excesses of the Christmas 
Festivities, which are a time of 
special treats food-wise! 

One resolution we invite you to 
consider is to join the Parish Giving 
Scheme to make regular donations 
to St Stephens Church by means of a 
Direct Debit. 

 Please see Lorraine Sanderson or 
Sandy or Lin Cooper for the forms 
or mandates or information on this. 

If you already use the Direct Debit 
Scheme, then we would like to invite 
you to review and adjust your 
monthly payment. This will take 
account of inflation and give a little 
extra to help St Stephens meet its 
increasing commitments and 
running costs. 

To do this, please would you con-
tact the friendly team at PGS either 
on-line or by telephone or by post. 

The contact details are as follows: 

Online: www.parishgiving.org.uk 

By telephone: 0333 002 1260. 

By post: Parish Giving Scheme, 
76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester  
GL1 3BD. 

In all cases you will need your 
PGS reference number which 
appears on your Bank Statements or  
your on-line banking account under 
the Direct Debit listing. 

Thank you for generously support-
ing St Stephens in this way! 

  

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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FROM SOMEWHERE IN THE ARCTIC –NEAR THE NORTH POLE..? 

To: See & Know Toddler Group  
of St Stephens Church, Soundwell 

 
I WOULD LIKE to thank you 
for inviting me to be part of 
your Christmas celebrations at 
‘See & Know’ of St Stephens 
Church, Soundwell.  

I have had the privilege and 
pleasure to have been welcomed for 
many years now. 

‗See & Know‘ started in 2003, and 
there have been many hundreds of 
parents and children who have 
enjoyed attending your sessions. 
These have taken place throughout 
the year, during local school term 
times, either with 1, 2, or for many 
years, 3 times a week.  

Having come to many of your 
Parties, I know that everyone enjoys 
them, but particularly at Christmas-
time. 

‗See & Know‘ is scheduled and 
planned by Sue Humphrey, Carol, 
Pat, Bron and Cherilyn.  

The church hall is transformed 
into a child friendly setting with the 
help of Martyn, Gill, Ken and Clive. 
Not forgetting, of course, the teams 
who serve refreshments week by 
week.  

There have been many other  
supporters and helpers who have 
welcomed the children and their 
carers and looked after them over 
the years, too many to name and 
also fabulous teams who have (and 
some who continue) to lead the 
singing sessions which really help 
the children and carers get to know 
Jesus. 

At the Christmas celebrations, it 
has been my delight and joy to give 
each of the named children their 
present from Father Christmas, 

which the lovely team at ‗See & 
Know‘ have purchased and pack-
aged. There have been lots of smiles 
and squeals of joy, as well as the odd 
fearful tear over the years, with lots 
being captured in photographs one 
or two of which have been included 
here. 

If any of you reading this, know a 
child that has attended these Christ-
mas celebrations over the past or 
recent years, please ask them if they 
can remember Father Christmas‘ 
favourite song and if they can sing it 
to you??.... 

So, to all the parents, carers and 
children who have been to ‗See & 
Know‘ and to all the people who 
have helped make it such a fabulous 
Christian Toddler Group, I thank 
you. I hope and pray that 2022  
will be a happy and enjoyable year.  

God Bless you! 
Father Christmas xxx 
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ON SUNDAY evening on the 12th 
December, eighteen of you fabulous 
folk from St Stephens gathered to-
gether in The Turnpike pub to sing 
carols with, and for, our community 
who were gathered there – plus of 
course, share in the odd mince pie 
and glass of mulled wine!  

What a great time was had by all!! 
Thanks go to Krzysiek (Kris), the 

manager of The Turnpike for in-
viting us, and for these lovelies for 
making it such a joyous event:  

Lin, Sandy, Wayne, Nick, Ivor, 
Julia, Tim, Marianne, Sarah, Steve, 
Peter, Lorraine, Matt, Lauren, Geoff 
B, Paul and Tom! 

Also, I believe that many of the 
world's disasters are brought about 
by ourselves partly by man‘s in-
humanity to man, and by the way 
we live and relate to our 
environment.  

Thankfully God has endowed us 
with a special ingredient called 
intelligence, by which we have the 
ability to achieve things which 
many years ago would have been 
described as miraculous!  

So, back to the question of 
gratitude to God. Well, during my 
84 plus years, God has probably 
wrung His hands many times at my 
behaviour, but so many times I have 
had reason to thank Him… but at 
this very moment nothing surpasses 
my Gratitude to Him more than the 
fact that this week I celebrate with 
Joan 60 years since we were 
married.  

Also, the constant love and 
support we receive from our family, 
friends and neighbours and the joy 
of belonging to this lovely Church 
family here in St. Stephen's means 
so very, very much to us.  

Thank you, Lord. 

 Finally, we asked Rosemary 
Boulton: ―Rosemary, you said you 
had 10,000 reasons to be grateful 
and thankful to God. I think we 
have time to hear three of them!‖ 

Rosemary responded like this: 
My first two reasons are blessings 

which apply to all Christians and 
the third is something God has 
done for me personally in the last 
few weeks. 

Blessing number one – the fact 
that Jesus, by His Spirit, is with me 
every moment of every day, whether 
things are going well or if life is 
difficult.  

As a single person who lives alone 
I really appreciate being able to talk 
to Jesus anywhere and anytime.  

Even if I don‘t feel His presence,  
I know I can trust his promise to 
never leave me or forsake me. 

Second blessing – When I became 
a Christian I didn‘t have to go it 
alone because I had become part of 
the world-wide family of God. 

I have lived in several different 
places in this country and abroad 
and it has always been such a bless-
ing to find a local church. This has 
helped me to grow in my faith and 
join in with what God is doing in 
that place. 

I have been longer at St Stephens 
church than anywhere else and I 
hope it is OK to say it is my 
favourite church and where I feel 
most at home! 

My third reason actually concerns 
the roof of my house!  

Some of you remarked you had 
seen the scaffolding and wondered 
what was happening.  

I hate it when anything goes 
wrong and when I need to get help.  

I woke up a few weeks ago to 
discover water dripping into my 
bathroom and knew something had 
to be done.  

I had a slow and discouraging 
start with all the roofers I contacted 
being too busy to help.  

Then I believe God stepped in, 
and to cut a long story short I ended 
up with a new roof, well the felt, 
battens and guttering, all in the 
space of two weeks and two days 
from the time of the leak to the 
removal of the scaffolding! I am so 
grateful I don‘t have to spend the 
winter months with a bucket and 
towels at the ready!  

––––––– 
THANK YOU, to Suzanne, Gill, Brian 
and Rosemary for their openness and 
their thankful and grateful hearts.  
    Also, thank you to them for all their 
encouragement to us. 

IN conclusion, I am wondering 
what it is that gives you a thankful 
and grateful heart to God?  

I would love to hear from anyone else 
if you have any thoughts in your heart 
on this subject. 

Lisa  
 
 

hankful  & grateful hearts to God...  Continued from page 4 

 

Thank you also, to the great gang 
of St Stephens ‗groupies‘ who cheer-
ed us on and encouraged us after 
every Carol was sung – they were 

Margaret S, Marlene C, Christine P 
and Pam. 

We raised £140.10 and this will be 
shared equally between the two 

main charities which 
we (the pub and the 
church) support;  
Make a Wish and 
The Sisters of the 
Church.  
  Well done good and 
faithful people...  
we certainly filled the 
pub with Christian 
joy and song – even 
with our masks on!! 
   Thank you all! 


