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DO you ever take the time to look
at the stars and be amazed at the

wonders of the night sky?

What a beautiful sight that declares the
glory of God. Why wish upon a star when
you can pray to the one who created it?

The effects of turning our gaze upwards
to see the stars may be profound.

Stars have guided our species, shaping
practical concerns from agriculture to
navigation and inspiring ideas in politics,
religion and art.

Experiencing the night sky, it turns
out, triggers a whole host of physical and
psychological benefits, from boosting
creativity and lowering stress to making
us care more about the planet.

These insights come from scientists
studying the emotion of awe, which they
define as that jaw-dropping feeling when
confronted with something so impressive
or vast that we struggle to comprehend it.

So was this how the Magi felt as they
followed that bright star in the East that
would lead them to the baby Jesus?

In Matthew 2 (The Message) it says —
“We observed a star in the eastern sky that
signalled his birth.We are on a pilgrimage to
worship him. It led them on until it hovered
over the place of the child.They could hardly
contain themselves!”

How many times have we sung these
well-known words...

“Oh star of wonder, star of night, star with
royal beauty bright.
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Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us
to thy perfect light”.

I too have been overwhelmed, and had
a jaw-dropping feeling at the glorious
night sky many times, but there are three
evenings of stargazing in particular, that
have left me lost for words and truly in
awe at the majesty of what the Lord our
God created.

All three occasions happened in areas
where there was no light pollution to
spoil the view of the heavens above. One
was on the church visit to Uganda, as we
came out of a church in the middle of the
fields, after showing the Jesus film to
around 300 people! Another occasion was
at Lee Abbey (Exmoor is a UK designated
dark sky area).

Several of us from church had gone to a
Soul Sisters weekend and we were lying
down on the beach, marvelling at the
night sky, after a time of worship, hot
chocolate and toasted marshmallows by
the bonfire!

The third time was in Western
Australia. I was on a road trip with my
daughter in her camper van and we had
camped up for the night, miles from any
visible towns.

They were all very special times and
places, that hold deep and heartfelt
memories for me for many different
reasons.

Stars are mentioned frequently in the
bible. Continued overleaf>
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Stargazing
<Continued from overleaf
OF course the most well-known

star occurs above the nativity scene
in Bethlehem.

P

But the bible mentions stars, their
importance and relation to God be-
yond just this story. Stars are mainly
connected with the light Christ
brings, angels and leadership.

From the creation story in Genesis
to their appearance in Revelation,
stars are used literally, prophetically
and symbolically.

Genesis 1:16-17 ‘God made the
two great lights — the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule
the night — and the stars. God set them
in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth!

Daniel 12:3 (The Message)
speaks of the symbolism of stars,
saying: ‘Men and women who have
lived wisely and well will shine brilliantly,
like the cloudless, star-strewn night skies.
And those who put others on the right
path to life will glow like stars forever.

We also see the word ‘stars’ used
to describe angels or angelic hosts,
both good and bad. The bible also
contains references to constellations
that are known to most of us.

Job 9:7-10 ‘He speaks to the sun and
it does not shine; he seals off the light of
the stars. He alone stretches out the
heavens and treads on the waves of the
sea. He is the maker of The Bear and
Orion, the Pleiades and the constellations
of the south’

This isn’t the only time these con-
stellations get mentioned, they are
also in Amos 5:8.

These writers in the bible use the
wonders of the cosmos to emphasise
the greatness of God their Creator.
As I thought about this, something
struck me.

I too can see the constellations
of The Bear, Orion and Pleiades
from my house, just as you can, if
you know where to look.

This gives us a shared experience
with those writers of long ago,
people from a different culture,
different country, a different world
almost. How awe-inspiring is that!

Those constellations point to the
glory, power, love and immensity of
God. As we look at them we can be
reminded that while they have been
around so, so long, the God they
speak of is eternal, his character un-
changing.

Busy lifestyles and urban lighting
tend to keep our attention focused
downwards rather than upward at
the night sky. But during the lock-
down of 2020 there was a surge of
interest in the world above us.
Perhaps the lock-down offered the
breathing space we needed for us to
glimpse something bigger.

I spend many hours in my lofty
craft room, being creative in all
manner of ways. When lockdown
came along I spent even more time
up there, but there was the added
bonus during 2020 of various
celestial events to look for in the
night sky, adding to my awe and
wonder and distracting me from
the pandemic, if only for a brief
time.

I have a view as far as the Welsh
Hills and witness many glorious
sunsets with the church spire in the
foreground. Tog Hill is visible in
the other direction and with it, the
offer of glorious sunrises, if I am up
early enough!

I whiled away a fair bit of time
when it got dark, on stargazing, or
planet spotting, (Mars, Venus, Jupiter
and Saturn were all close and visible),
watching for meteor showers,
(Orionids shower — debris from Halley’s
comet, Perseids shower which seems to
come from the constellation of Perseus);
seeking man made satellites (the
Space X Starlink satellites); and the
International Space Station flying by.

I continue to stargaze and wish
that there was less light pollution
and clear skies every night, to have
a better view of the night sky and
all that God offers us in the world
above our heads.

Psalm 8:3—4 (The Message)

1 look up at your macro-skies, dark and
enormous, your hand-made sky jewellery,
moon and stars mounted in their
settings’

Then I look at my micro-self and
wonder, why do you bother with us?
Why take a second look our way?
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Our God is faithful

There is something beautiful about
a billion stars held steady by a God
who knows what he is doing.

Rest assured that the hands that
made the stars are holding your
heart.

So, on a cloudless night, take
time to look up at the stars, at the
majesty of God’s creation, ponder
on the awesome feelings of the wise
men as they followed the star that
led them to Bethlehem, where hope
was born in Jesus.

BE OUR DAILY STAR
GOD of all heaven and earth, from
the breath of your love came the
creation of the world.

We are amazed at the vast
beauty of the night sky and at the
intimate nature of the love you have
for us your children.

Be our daily star guiding our lives,
to search for your kingdom of love.
May we always follow your light
of truth in all that we do, forever

trusting, hoping and believing in
your word.

Lift our eyes tonight to see your
eternal life shining brightly, leading
us home.

Amen.

Julia Merrifield

PAGE 2 OPEN SPACE



Readings
& Collects

FORJANUARY 2021

FOR THOSE OF US who are not
able to attend services or who wish
to use the Sunday readings and
Collect Prayer to worship at home,
here they are:

SUNDAY 03 JANUARY
Epiphany

Isaiah 60:1—6; Psalm 72:10—15;
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
GOD OUR FATHER, in love you
sent your Son that the world may
have life: lead us to seek him among
the outcast and to find him in those in
need, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

SUNDAY 10 JANUARY

Ist Sunday of Epiphany
(Baptism of Christ)

Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29;

Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4—11
HEAVENLY FATHER, at the Jordan
you revealed Jesus as your Son: may
we recognize him as our Lord and
know ourselves to be your beloved
children; through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen.

SUNDAY 17 JANUARY

2nd Sunday of Epiphany

| Samuel 3:1-20; Psalm 139:1-5,12—18;
Revelation 5:1-10; John 1:43—end
ETERNAL LORD, our beginning
and our end: bring us with the whole
creation to your glory, hidden through
past ages and made known in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 24 JANUARY

3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Genesis 14:17-20; Psalm 128;
Revelation 19:6—10; John 2:1-11
GOD OF ALL MERCY, your Son
proclaimed good news to the poor,
release to the captives, and freedom to
the oppressed: anoint us with your
Holy Spirit and set all your people
free to praise you in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 31 JANUARY

4th Sunday of Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;
Revelation 12:1-5a; Mark 1:21-28
GOD OF HEAVEN, you send the
gospel to the ends of the earth and
your messengers to every nation: send
your Holy Spirit to transform us by
the good news of everlasting life in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

FOR 03 & 06 JANUARY

ONE MORE step along the world we
go, from the old world to the new, keep
us travelling along with you.

Loving Heavenly Father, we thank
you for giving us this brand-new Year.
As we begin this year let us remember
the past year; the things we did wrong,
the promises that we didn’t fulfil and
the things we neglected to do because
of circumstances in 2020.

But let us give thanks for the joys of
2020, give thanks for the love we
shared, and the opportunities we did
embrace even though so much we
faced was a challenge. 2021 is empty
at the moment but help us to fill it
with good things so that each new day
will be filled with joy and happiness.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Round the corners of the world
we turn. All the new things that we
see, you'll be looking at along with all
of us.

Lord, you have taught us that the
world is yours and we all belong to
you. We pray for the life of our world;
that every nation may seek the way
that leads to peace; that human rights
and freedom may be respected every-
where; and that all the earth’s
resources can be looked after and un-
grudgingly shared amongst us all.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As we travel through the bad and
good, keep us travelling the way we
should. Where we see no way to go,
you’'ll be telling us the way we know.

Lord God, we pray as we leave the
EU that we all work together and be
thankful for the freedom we enjoy,
that whatever happens over the next
few months, we can all love and
respect one another. We hope and pray
that we can work together to achieve a
different and peaceful journey.

Corona virus has sapped us of so
much, so Lord we need your wisdom
to face all the difficult times that lie
ahead, to renew our visions and to
help and support each other.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give us courage when the world is
rough, keep us loving though this
world is tough. Leap and sing in all
we do, keep us travelling along with
you.

Loving God, there are many on our
prayer board and in our congregation
that need our prayers, and in a moment
of silence let us recall those dear

people and offer our private prayers to
you. We still can’t hug each other but
we just pray that your loving arms will
enfold each and every one of us.

From our cycle of prayer, we pray
for See & Know and all the team and
pray that before too much longer we
can meet together again. We also pray
for Brian Grant, Janice Harland, Geoff
& Joyce Harris, Ivor Harris, Ruby
Harrison & Carolyn Hawkins; and for
all the residents in Hilltop Gardens,
Hilltop Road and Hill View.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You are older than the world can be,
you are younger than life in me. Ever
old and ever new, keep us travelling
along with you.

Father God, our Christmas services
this year, although so very different,
have been on the vision of Hope in
you Jesus. Without hope in you Lord,
we will find our lives so very hard, but
just as we have shared together the
Christmas story, we will all travel this
next year with you alongside us with
hope. We are so glad that strangers
were amongst your worshippers at the
manger—our representatives.They were
not your people, but they became your
people just like us, and recognised
that we all need you in our lives.

With the Hope of Jesus in our lives
we will be so much stronger.

And it’s from the old we travel to
the new, and we pray Lord Jesus, that
we keep travelling along with you.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen. Sue Clements

FOR 10 & 13 JANUARY

LOVING Heavenly Father, be with us
here this morning as we come together
to celebrate The Epiphany.

As we recall the determination and
adventurous spirit of the Magi, as they
journeyed to find ‘The Baby Jesus’,
we ask that you help us to show in our
‘day to day’ lives the resolve and
determination of these Wise Men.

As we start this New Year, give us
strength to strive and conquer our
fears of last year, and the continuing
threat of the Covid pandemic.

Gracious Lord,we know that you are
with us in our difficult and troubling
times and our hearts are full of love
for you knowing you are there for us,
in our deepest and darkest days.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Pmyers Of Intel‘CESSiOn continued

In our cycle of prayer this week we
pray for our Church Musicians, we
hold before you this morning our
Director of Music Lin and her deputy
Organist Tim, we look forward to the
time when we can join them and our
wonderful choir, in the singing of our
lovely hymns.

From our Church Family this morn-
ing we pray for Nicole Hayward,
James Head, Stella Hoare, Mike and
Jayne Hudd, Cherilyn Hughes, and
Jean and Barrie Hulbert.

From our wider community we pray
for the residents of Howard Road,
Irving Close and James Close.

Please let all these good people
know they are in our thoughts and
prayers.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We continue to pray for all those on
our Prayer Board and all our Church
members, who during the ‘Lock-
downs’ and confinements of last year,
found it difficult and sometimes im-
possible to attend Services.

We give you thanks that our Clergy:
Lisa, Sandy and Peter and their team
who did so much to enable our times
of worship to be the best they could
possibly be.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We hold before you today those who
have recently lost loved ones — and
those who find Christmas and New
Year Celebrations difficult, as they
remember those loved ones no longer
with us.

Let’s be silent for a moment as we
hold these special people in our hearts
and know that God will be with them
all in these difficult times, and we
remember any known to us personally
who are in need of our thoughts and
prayers at this time
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, we bring your
world to our prayers this morning.

As our Country and the World
endeavours to recover from the Pan-
demic. Let us pray that the ongoing
vaccination of our nation and poorer
nations continues to be successful.

We give you thanks for our NHS
and all front-line workers in this
mammoth task to make us as safe as
possible.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As we bring our prayers to a close,
we remember that in our Gospel
reading we heard of John the Baptist’s

promise of Baptism. In these verses,
Mark tells us of The Baptism of Jesus.
So, let us remember all those who
would have been baptised in our
Church during last year and pray that
we will soon be able to welcome young
Christians back to our Church.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Fesus
Christ. Amen. Jenny Bishop

FOR 17 & 20 JANUARY
HEAVENLY GOD and Father, we bring
to you all that we are today.

We come with memories of the last
week and our hopes, fears and worries
for the week to come. During this
time of prayer and stillness, quieten
our hearts and minds, and take from
us any strain or stress that may be
weighing us down. Give us instead,
we pray, a sense of your compassion
and love and the beauty of your peace.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Creator God, at the start of this new
year, our thoughts turn to new begin-
nings, hopes and dreams for a better
world.

Thank you for walking alongside us
during good times and bad, for being
our constant loving companion.

We pray for your spirit to lead us
each step of this new year, to make us
strong and courageous for the road
ahead.

We ask that you make all things
new, in our hearts, in our minds, in
our lives and help to keep us focused
on following you. Lord God there are
many people who face hardship on a
daily basis. We offer a prayer of thanks
for all the aid agencies that offer help
to those in need.

As we continue to cope with the
Covid-19 global pandemic, hear our
cries of compassion and heal our
world. Inspire the leaders of all
nations to work cohesively to imagine
a just, sustainable way of living, where
all people have enough for their needs.
We pray that they unite to bring peace
and harmony to the disquiet, war,
famine and strife that blights the lives
of so many. Lord may we be lovers of
truth and may the fruits of your spirit
be evident in our lives. Shine your
light in us so that we can reflect your
peace and hope to a world that so
desperately needs your presence and
healing.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our cycle of prayer this week, we
pray for all who are a part of the
Young People’s Uniformed Organ-
isations. Thank you for the leaders
that are dedicated to giving their time,
voluntarily, to support and encourage
these young people.

We also pray for Neil, Carey, Marin
and Eliza Humphrey, Sue and Martyn
Humphrey, Roger Hurkett, Roccus,
Rosina, Adan and Jerome Inayat.

In our wider community we pray for
the residents of James Road, Jubilee
Road and Lansdown Close.

We continue to pray for all those on
the prayer board, and let’s take a
moment to say a silent prayer for all
those on our hearts and in our minds
today. Lord, we ask that your comfort-
ing presence is felt by all who mourn
and are in sorrow at the loss of a loved
one. In times of turmoil, fear, anxiety
and sickness, Lord we know that
every human being is known and
loved by you.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you, God, for the breath of
life flowing in and out of each of us.

Thank you that you are a God who
hears our breath. You hear our slow
steady breaths as we sleep, the gasps of
children as they run and play, the
deep breaths of hard work and manual
labour, our slow sighs when we are
weary or filled with grief. You hear
our first little baby breath and you are
the one who hears and knows our
final breath. Your spirit moves over
the earth, enlivening us all. Help us to
exhale hatred, and inhale your love.
Help us to exhale greed, and inhale
your generosity. Help us to exhale
despair, and inhale your hope.

Breathe on us Breath of God, fill us
with life anew, that as you love, so may
we love, and do as you would do.

Breathe on us, Breath of God, until
our hearts are pure: until our will is
one with yours to do and to endure.

Breathe on us Breath of God, fulfil
our heart’s desire, until this earthly
part of us glows with your heavenly
fire.

Breathe on us Breath of God, so
shall we never die, but live with you
the perfect life of your eternity.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour
Fesus Christ. Amen.

Julia Merrifield
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FOR 24 & 27 JANUARY

LORD,You are the new wine, fill our
hearts this morning with the new wine
of Jesus. Let our hearts overflow with
the love of Your Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ who is one with You and the
Holy Spirit, let Your love engulf and
inspire us;

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who minister the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We pray for
the leaders of the Churches through-
out the World; for Your local priests,
ministers and all of us who proclaim
You as Lord and Saviour. Let us
discover and use our talents in Your
service and for Your glory, we humbly
pray.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those that are suffering
through ill health in body and mind;
And we pray for all who care for the
sick; dectors, nurses, health care pro-
fessionals, ancillary staff, carers and
families; and we thank You for the
skill of the research scientists who
have allowed us to overcome many
illnesses and diseases; we remember
the many poor people in this world
that do not have access to modern
medical care and we pray that we may
one day live in a world where all have
access to health care, clean water,
adequate homes and sanitation, and a
safe environment in which to work
and live; we pray that as Christians we
may be at the forefront in advancing
justice for all people, for Your glory.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all those in government
— that they may govern justly for the
good of all people; Where there is war
and conflict we pray for peace; Where
there is crime and disorder we pray
for justice; And where people are hurt-
ing we pray for reconciliation.

We pray for the refugee and the
asylum seeker, those that are desperate
to escape the tyranny of their lives
and all that care for them.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us now have a few moments of
quiet prayer for all that’s on our hearts

and minds today...
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for all those that are on
our prayer board and for those that
have been bereaved.

In our cycle of prayer, we pray today
for Trinity Theological College and
for our own church members:

Lou Jefferies, Jan Johns, June Jones,
Anadita Kumar, Anita Leakey, and
Kristine, Ian, Emily and Jack
Lockwood.

We pray for all those living in Lans-
down Road,Larch Road and Lees Hill.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We are still in winter but slowly the
days are getting longer, light is return-
ing; let Your light shine upon us today
in all we do; with a prayer You fed the
hungry; with a cry You stilled the
storm; with a look You had compass-
ion on the desperate and forlorn. Fill
our hearts with Your love.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen. Tony Weare

FOR 31 JANUARY & 3 FEBRUARY
LOVING HEAVENLY FATHER, as we
start this brand new year of 2021, we
give thanks to you for the wonderful
gift of knowledge that we use for the
greater good each day.

Many of us use this blessing of
knowledge to create wonderful things
that bring pleasure to many of our
friends and family.

We give thanks to you dear Lord for
this wonderful gift and the good it
does every day.

We want to thank you Heavenly
Father, for those who use their know-
edge to develop new treatments, med-
cines, vaccines and surgical procedures
that allows us all to keep healthy and
well. At this time of the pandemic we
have needed to rely so heavily on these
people to help us fight the virus.

Without their knowledge, passions
and dedication we would not be able
to fight the virus and help our friends
and family recover. Heavenly Father,
help us every day to give thanks to
everyone in the NHS who has used
their knowledge for the greater good
of mankind.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord, may our hearts and minds be
open to all those people in other
countries whose knowledge is per-
secuted. Give them courage and
strength to pursue their dreams to use
this gift to help others. Lord, help and
guide us to create a world where every-
one can use their knowledge and gifts
for the greater good without fear of
this persecution.

We pray with our hearts that we can
all use all our gifts and talents to create
a better world, full of peace and love
where everyone can flourish.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

As our thoughts turn towards spring
please remind us every day dear Lord,
the wonder of the world you created.

Please Lord, help us to remember
that although nature is sleeping in
these dark winter days, spring is just
around the corner. Open our eyes
to see the signs, the first snowdrops
of the season, the new growth of our
lovely spring bulbs. Help us Lord,
to value and appreciate the world you
have created for us and remind us
Lord to look and see it every day.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord we pray for those of us that are
struggling with low mood, anxiety
and depression. Please Lord, help us
to take care of each other and remind
us that mental health is often unseen
and that those who struggle may not
want to show us the reality of how
they are. Through you dear Lord,
they are asking for help to get them
through their dark times.

Lord, please give your love and
support to all of those who are
struggling with the Corona Virus.
Help them to heal and feel recovered
and complete. Dear Heavenly Father,
please give your love and support to
those who have lost their loved ones
to this virus. Please bring them com-
fort and bless them with your love.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In our cycle of prayer, we pray for
The Children’s Society and all the
fantastic work they do to support
vulnerable children. In our church
family we pray for Mike Long, Gerald
Marshall, Gill Mayo, Jenny McCabe
and Rob Hanratty, Julia Merrifield,
Clive Milkins and Carol Millard.

We pray for all those living in
Leicester Square, Middle Road and
Midland Road.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly loving Father, we pray
for courage and comfort for all those
who are on our prayer board and in
our hearts. May they all find peace and
comfort from knowing you are with
them and holding in your loving
arms.

Remind us dear Lord, of your ever
presence in our lives. Help us to find
our own comfort and support in your
arms and secure knowledge that you
are with us every day, supporting us
and loving us. Forgive us our sins and
help us to see and live the gifts of your
Holy Spirit. Help us to be thankful for
our blessings each day, to strive to
love more and serve you more in all
that we do and say.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for
the sake of your Son, our Saviour Fesus
Christ. Amen Marianne Saunders
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The Mary & Jesus you don’t normally see

I KNOWV that as you are reading
this, we are probably into the
Season of Epiphany, but the over-
arching Season is still Christmas...
and for some time to come.

As I do most Advent and Christ-
mas time, I have been pondering the
faithfulness of Mary. Wow! What a
girl and woman she was, and such
an example of obedience to, and love
of, God.

In that pondering,I was led to look
for images of Mary — I like imagery
and find it helpful.

During that search for pictures, it
struck me afresh that as Christians,
we often make the mistake of cling-  Erzulie Dantor, Voodoo Madonna and
ing too hard to the idea that Jesus Child by Katherine Skaggs
looks like us, and only like us.

So, I looked harder and deeper
and came across some incredible
images of Mary and Child that can
help remind us that Jesus did not
just come for one niche group, he
came for everyone.

I encourage you to prayerfully
ponder the images, thanking God
for those who are like us and for
those who are not.

And again, thanking Him for the
example of people like Mary and
others, and of course, for His Son,
our Saviour and Joy, Jesus!

I hope you will enjoy your time of
prayerful ponderings with these
images. Lisa

North American Indigenous Mother José y Maria by Everett Patterson of
and Child by Fr. John Giuliani Portland, Oregon

M

-~

Madonna and Child created by Sunshine Mother and Child is a
Parker Fitzgerald, based on the Irish painting by Shijun Munns Mother and Child by 7 Kirk Richards
illuminated gospel, Book of Kells.
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Haitian Madonna and Child
by Ismael Saincilus.

Madonna of the Moon by Sister Teresa,
a Japanese Carmelite nun.

o N

Mothr of God, Queen of Cflina
by Chu Kar Kui.

Lots & lots of thank you’s!

Christmas Gift Donations to
The Sisters of the Church
FOLLOWING your generous giving
to the Sisters if the Church, at
Harvest time, which enabled them to
give to the poorest of the poor in our
city, you have given sacrificially and
generously again to their Chrtistmas
Appeal.

As a result we are sending them
£891.67 which will help them bring
Comfort and Joy in Jesus’ name in
our city. Thank you!

Gift Donations to Your Church
THANK YOU to those of you who
continue to give regularly to God,
through your Church, via your bank,
envelopes and/or via myself, Lin or
Lorraine. Thank you!

It is making such a difference, as
without this, our financial deficit
would be staggeringly high.

A special thank you to those of you
who have recently given a financial
donation to your Church, over and
above your regular giving.

I can’t tell you what a difference
this will make for all of us and the
future of your Church-you really are
a won-derful and generous bunch of
people! I am humbled by your grace
and generosity!

Christmas Tree

THANK you, Tim, Olivia & Sophie,
for putting up the Christmas Tree in
Church.

Church Christmas Cards
THANKS to all who delivered the
Church Christmas Card to the Parish —
a fabulous job!! Thank you!!

In recent years, we included Scout
Christmas Tree flyers with our cards
(increasing their distribution), and they
delivered half of our cards for us;
Community Team work at its finest!
This year, due to Covid restrictions,
Scouting could not deliver cards. This
meant that you delivered 4,500 cards to
homes in our Parish, with a message of
hope — Hope is Born in Jesus!!

Special thanks to (in no particular
order) Julia Merrifield, Maggie Cook,
Tim Parker, Louise Stanton, Rosemary
Boulton, Jenny McCabe, Marlene Crew,
Sue Humphrey, Joyce & Geoff Harris,
Tony Weare, Ruth Crosby, Jan & Bill
Brookshaw, Katy North, Mary Britton,
Anita Leakey, Nicola Read, Carol
Millard, Sarah Cook (scouting), Paul
Hancock (scouting), Gill Mayo, Sandy
Cooper, Lorraine & Paul Sanderson,
Peter Robbins, Trish Phipps & Keith
Winter. What an amazing & beautiful
thing you have done.

Personal Christmas Cards
RULES about not moving around in
Church, made delivering Christmas
Cards to one another all the more diffi-
cult this year.

Thank you to Jan Brookshaw for
making the boxes for us to exchange our
cards, and to those of us quarantining
and distributing them in Church.

Thanks to those who took cards to
folk who we did not see in Church —
sorry I can’t add names here, as I am
writing this before it has happened!

OTHER THANKS:
e Thank you to Trish & Keith, with
floral help from Gwen, for ensuring the
Advent Wreath was ready for lighting
in the run up to Christmas.
o Thank you to Jan & Bill, for
ensuring the Crib was in place, so we
could see our knitted Holy Family and
visitors at the first Christmas.
e Thank you to our Marshals who con-
tinue to welcome us in Church: Tim,
Teresa, Tony, Gill, Carol M, Sarah E
Lorraine, Carolyn H, Sue H & Sue C.
Thanks also to Rosemary, Pat G and
Marlene S, who helped in previous
months.
e Thank you to the lovely Lin, and
now Jenny & Bill for taking and
recording bookings for Church with
such love and care!
e Thank you to those looking after our
buildings: Paul Sanderson for cleaning
and decorating (ves, he’s still at it!!);
Gill our Church Warden, and particu-
larly Tim & Matt who support her well.
e Thank you to Ruth & Handel
Crosby and the flower team of Joyce H,
Gwen B, Jan B, Chris T, Julia M, Dot R
and Tessa R who made the Christmas
wreaths and in doing so raised £327
for Church funds. What blossoms of
joy you bring — thank you!
e Thank you to the team who made
our Christmas Services possible, in no
particular order: Lin, Sandy, Peter, Julia,
Sue H, Carolyn H, Sarah Fry, Sue C,
David B and Tim & Lorraine.
Continued overleaf>
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JANUARY CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK FROMTHE REGISTERS

03 See & Know Brian Grant, Janice Harland Hilltop Gardens
Geoff and Joyce Harris, Ivor Harris Hilltop Road
Ruby Harrison, Carolyn Hawkins Hill View
10 Church Nicole Hayward, James Head Howard Road
Musicians Stella Hoare, Mike and Jayne Hudd Irving Close
Cherilyn Hughes, Jean and Barry Hulbert  James Close
17 Young people’s Neil, Carey, Marin & Eliza Humphrey James Road

uniformed Sue and Martyn Humphrey, Roger Hurkett ~ Jubilee Road
organisations Roccus, Rozina, Adan & Jereome Inayat Lansdown Close

24 Trinity Lou Jefferies, Jan Johns, June Jones Lansdown Road
Theological Anadita Kumar, Anita Leakey Larch Road
College Kristine, lan, Emily & Jack Lockwood Lees Hill

31 Children’s Mike Long, Gerald Marshall, Gill Mayo Leicester Square
Society Jenny McAbe & Rob Hanratty Middle Road

Julia Merrifield, Clive Milkins, Carol Millard Midland Road

ALL GROUPS/MEETINGS/EVENTS: Cancelled until further notice!

SINCE NOVEMBER
Funerals

o November 30: William ‘Malcolm’ Hanks
(87).The celebration of Malcolm’s life was
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.

Please hold his sons, Tim, Nick and
Simon, and all the family and Malcom’s
friends in your prayers.

e December 16: Dora Gertrude Banfield
(106).The celebration of Dora’s life was
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.

Please hold her children, Mary, Maurice
and Jane, and all the family as well as
Dora’s many friends, both in Deerhurst
Care home and throughout her long and
full life, in your prayers.

SEE our website for adult & family activity and support materials:
www.saintstephensoundwell.org

SUNDAY COMMUNITY WORSHIP SERVICE UPDATE:
Church IS OPEN on Sundays & Wednesdays at [0am.
NB: BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL: Call 07903 763 420 to book your place.

Dial-a-Sermon

To listen to this week’s sermon

from Rev Lisa Wigmore, ('('
Rev Sandy Cooperor (-
Peter Robbins (LLm),

just call this number {cost is
the same as a local call)

T

via Zoom!!

Why not join in with 5t Stephen's
Afternoon Tea & Talk online? Sundays at 4pm!!

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77487137556 ?pwd=akFGS 01 1 7 stog
m12SHlieWFxMkZHcUtMaUxKUT09 KT
SWEXMKZHAMMAUXKUTOS 456 2090 St Stephen's Church, Soundwell

Meeting ID: 774 8713 7556  Passcode: TeaBTalk

NB: For TEA & TALK Sunday 10th January ONLY: the ID will be 712 6792 6024, but
the Passcode stays the same as above. The weblink will be:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71267926024?pwd=UDRPa0ZpWi9rMTINai9kUmhJcOIHZz09

Youth Church %%K

BECAUSE of the complexities

of holding Youth Church on S S S YO u th C h u rC h

Sundays we meet Saturdays on- .
line instead! Sat ursewdom:Janua

This takes place via Zoom at (Meeting ID6s listed, pa
9am (for 30—40 minutes). HO2Jan: 72 4 2867817 (Pe t)e
Pyjamas are welcome, as are click tb2 JANWAR
any toys or cuddly things, HO093Jan:728 55%BB(13i sa)

puppets, and people of all ages!! click the JANWARY

Please see the advert at right
: H16Jan: 73 B8 78 A9 (Tera s
for the ID number to log in and click the JANWARY

for the required passcode.
(The ID code changes with the H23Jan:710 8851 1§0

person leading the session but the click the JANWARY
passcode remains the same!) H30Jan: 72 4 267817 (Pe e
click tse JANWAR

PASSCODECHhUTr ch

See you at9am!
(@pproxi maitddl yni Hwt e
We Follow Jesus!

Saepﬁgn

Sounchanll

Thank YOU’S continued

Thank you for the times you gave to
allow me to film you (however em-
barrassing you found that), for planning
and preparing the services and the
recording of everything.

You certainly showed and shared how
our Hope is Born in Jesus.

Special thanks to my Paul and Tom
when I got stressed with all the editing,
and particularly to Tom who took over
the editing when my computer gave up
wanting to do this.

We all overcame so many hurdles and
spent time learning how to ‘do things
differently’ during this time, you are all
‘treasures’ and Thank you!

Last but by no means least:

e Thank you to the Ministry Team—
Sandy, Lin, Peter, Gill & Lorraine who
just keep on giving. And special and
huge thanks to Tim for stepping in to
lead the music in Church for this time.

SORRY, | don’t mean to embarrass
you, just for you to know the depth of
my thanks! Lisa xxx

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

] @ Revd Lisa Wigmore

Priest in Charge, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF

| % | Telephone 0117 957 4297

e Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621

o Peter Robbins

Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576

e Gill Mayo 0l

Church Warden

| Telephone 0117 956 9796 =
' &=
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https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77487137556?pwd=akFGSm12SHlieWFxMkZHcUtMaUxKUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77487137556?pwd=akFGSm12SHlieWFxMkZHcUtMaUxKUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72442617817?pwd=NlgydHlsUXZaQTVjaDE3dk9nOUk2UT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72855663916?pwd=ZmFoeEYrc3RNN1hmS2x2RGF1L1I0dz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73987352919?pwd=NWZXWHQ3UGxiZTk5RHE4NlRoS0lCUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71088511800?pwd=T25sZDRYbUJsUU5JbXY3OVAzTG9CUT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/72442617817?pwd=NlgydHlsUXZaQTVjaDE3dk9nOUk2UT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71267926024?pwd=UDRPa0ZpWi9rMTlNai9kUmhJc0lHZz09

