DECEMBER 2021

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

DECEMBER 2021
Mission Partners
with St Stephens:
Beloved
Bristol City Centre
Soup Run
Bristol Schools
Connection
Bristol/Uganda Link
Christian Aid
Community of
the Sisters of
the Church
Emmaus
Fair Trade
One25 Project
The Bristol Noise

St Stephens

AS WE GET closer to Christmas,

Am I ready to make it all about Jesus?
God
loved the world so much that God
one of the questions I most often
gave
us His son. God loved the world so
hear asked is… ‘Are you ready?’
much,
God left the glories realm that we
So, I have been asking myself that
call heaven, and came among us.
very question... ‘Are you ready for
God loved everything he had made so
Christmas, Lisa?’
very much, He was born into our messy
My immediate answer is ‘Yes’. Being in
world. He chose to die on a Cross, so that
the trade that I’m in means that I’ve done we can know forgiveness and freedom.
my shopping early. I’ve got the wrapping
God loves the world… God loves you so
done. Christmas Cards are written and are very much… that Jesus was born at a time
in the post. I’ve bought a Christmas Cake we remember and celebrate each year as
and Pudding… sadly there’s no time to
Christmas!
make them myself, but thankfully other
Jesus… is the heart of Christmas!
folk who supply our supermarkets do that
As you may have read in earlier editions
very nicely for me. We’ll be getting our
of Open Space, I’ve spent some time
tree from the local Scouts very soon and
pondering Mary this year. And at this
when it’s trimmed, I’m ready.
point of the year, as I prepare to open my
But am I really ready??
heart to receive the heart of God, Jesus,
How much time have I focused on talking into my life once again this Christmas…
with, and listening to, God? How much
I am struck by Mary’s example. Why not
time have I invested in reading his Word pause here, pick up your Bible and read
and remembering the real Christmas
Luke chapter 2.
story? How have I gone beyond my own
Mary took a deliberate pause in the
comfort to help someone who would be so midst of the rush of all that surrounded
easy to overlook?
the birth of Christ, to savour what was
Am I ready, like the shepherds and the
happening in and around her.
wise men, who dropped what they were
So, why don’t you just stop for a
doing, to seek out and worship the new
moment as you read this to imagine what
born King?
her world would have felt like when her
Am I ready, like Jesus himself did, to
son, Jesus arrived on the scene. A census
surrender to the Father’s will, no matter
had been called for people to return to
how hard?
their hometowns.
Continued overleaf>
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Are you ready?

< Continued from overleaf
Bustling bodies had moved into
Bethlehem, renting up rooms, buying supplies; jostling and frantic.
And in the swirl were Joseph and
Mary. Both had experienced
miraculous and mind-boggling proclamations from angels about Mary’s
supernatural pregnancy.
After a whirlwind of unexpected
events, a terribly long walk, and an
uncomfortable ride on a donkey,
they found themselves in a foreign
city where Mary gave birth to God’s
Son in a barn, due to lack of space
in any proper accommodations.
Unbeknown to Mary and Joseph,
some shabby shepherds from the
fields were making their way to visit
the new baby after hearing angels
heralding, ‘Behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day …
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. And
this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.’ (LUKE:10-12 ESV).
And when the shepherds joyfully
arrived in a mass of stinky, sweaty
robes and fluffy little sheep, they
shared with jubilance all that the
angels proclaimed to them.
But then came a precious moment
in time - the moment that I want to
be reflected in my heart this Christmas. Mary paused in the midst of
the busy, joyful activity all around
her and the Bible says she ‘treasured
up all these things, pondering them
in her heart’ (LUKE 2:19 ESV).
Mary’s labour and her long journey to this moment was over, nestled
in her arms was the Saviour. But her
comprehension of this Christ was
just beginning to take shape.
The Greek word for ponder is
symballō and means ‘to bring together
in one’s mind’. Mary was coming to
a gradual, astounding realisation
and putting all the pieces together of
what had taken place.
Maybe you’ve wondered like I
have; what were all the things she
was thinking about in that moment?
The Bible doesn’t say, but I can imagine it was the words of the angels
spoken over her, the emotion of
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learning she was chosen to bear the
Son of God, the process of the long
journey to Bethlehem, the words of
the shepherds, prophecies of who
this child was, the fruition of God’s
plan - all of it.
She may have even recalled the
words of the prophet Isaiah:
‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.’ (ISAIAH 9:6 ESV). Those names each one with rich meaning; a tally
of the treasures found in Christ!
I can’t imagine what significance
Isaiah’s prophecy would have had as
Mary realised she held the very
child, the very Son of which Isaiah
spoke. No birth before or since has
had such meaning. And her understanding would continue to take
shape until the moment when her
Saviour - this same Son - would rise
from the dead to give her new life.
Wonder of wonders!
But in that quiet moment of reflection, all the voices and activity
around Mary became just a whisper
as she looked upon Jesus. And this
is where our eyes and hearts should
also rest during the Christmas
season, pondering with wonder all
that He is.
The prophet Zechariah wrote,
‘Be still before the Lord, all mankind,
because He has roused Himself from
His holy dwelling.’ (ZECH 2:13 NIV).
I can just imagine the hush in
Heaven as God roused Himself from
His throne to set a story in motion,
as He prepared to send His only Son
into the world to be born as a man,
to walk among us, and to prepare
the way for our salvation.
Something truly wonderful
happened, and the world became
witness to it.
The Christmas season is an opportunity to embrace a hushed heart
and freshly witness all that Christ
is, and all He has done in our lives,
to remember His birth, His ministry,
His sacrifice, His redemption.
‘For God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.’ (JOHN 3:16 NRSV).

The heart of God reaching down
into our world, to caress our hearts
and join them to His.
This year, I want to cultivate the
quiet interior life of expectancy that
Mary had as she realised with deep
awareness that the Son of God had
come into the world.
Keeping Christ central at this
time of year is no different than
keeping him central through the
rest of the year, but the Christmas
season has the added bonus of
reminders everywhere!
Angels and nativity scenes, stars
to top our trees, and Christmas
carols that proclaim:
‘Glory to the newborn King!’
Cards with nativity scenes arrive in
the post and get propped up all over
the house, and we have the opporunity to serve others by thinking of
what would bring them joy throughout the season.
All of these things can be reminders to point us to Christ, but we need
to be mindful to pause and reflect at
each opportunity. Instead of glossing
over all that makes the Christmas
season familiar, let’s bring to mind
what makes each element significant,
and what the entirety of the season
is pointing to.
Keeping our minds in his holy
presence and pondering his life will
make the season new and fresh.
The familiar will have new
significance, and a heart that is constantly seeking to be in his presence
can take Christmas in as though experiencing it for the first time.
So, this Christmas, lets enjoy;
decorating our homes and singing
Christmas carols; preparing gifts for
loved ones and spending time with
family and friends; baking goodies
and sharing the glitter and sparkle
of Christmastime. But let’s do it
with the desire to turn down the excess noise that the Christmas season
can create, and instead embrace a
heart that is thoughtful to ponder
and treasure the
person of Christ.
Because,

Jesus... is
the heart of
Christmas!
Lisa

Readings
& Collects
FOR THOSE OF US who are not able

to attend services or who wish to use
the Sunday readings and Collect Prayer
to worship at home, here they are:

SUNDAY 05 DECEMBER 2021
2nd Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1–4;
Philippians 1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6
ALMIGHTY GOD, purify our hearts
and minds, that when your Son Jesus
Christ comes again as judge and
saviour we may be ready to receive
him, who is our Lord and our God.
Amen.

THE information at right, is an
initiative which we intend to include
each month in Open Space, so that we
can be open and honest about our
finances, and our Gratitude and
Generosity to God with and through
them.
Many of you have been very
Generous with additional one-off
donations this year, over and above
your regular giving.
These are included in the figures –
and without them our deficit, or ‘in
the red’ balance, would be so much
worse. We would be more financially
secure if these came as part of our
regular giving, but as the adverts say:
‘every little helps’. Thank you!

Your church
finance update
GIVING
FOR OCTOBER

This is our financial ‘Giving to
God’, through his Church,
for the month.
Our aim is not to balance the
books (although the Charity
Commission requires that of us)
but to respond to God with
an outpouring of gratitude
and generosity.
Thank you for your generosity.

SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021
3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14–end; Psalm 146:4–end;
Philippians 4:4–7; Luke 3:7–18
GOD for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare
the way of your Son: give us courage
to speak the truth, to hunger for
justice, and to suffer for the cause of
right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 19 DECEMBER 2021
4th Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2–5a; Psalm 80:1–8;

Hebrews 10:5–10; Luke 1:39– 55
ETERNAL GOD, as Mary waited for
the birth of your Son, so we wait for
his coming in glory; bring us through
the birth pangs of this present age to
see, with her, our great salvation in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 26 DECEMBER 2021
St Stephen’s Day
Acts 7:51–end; Psalm 119:161–168;

Galatians 2:16b –20; Matthew 10:17–22
GRACIOUS FATHER, who gave the
first martyr Stephen grace to pray for
those who took up stones against him:
grant that in all our sufferings for the
truth we may learn to love even our
enemies and to seek forgiveness for
those who desire our hurt, looking up
to heaven to him who was crucified
for us, Jesus Christ, our mediator and
advocate, who is alive and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

FA
YRE!
SATURDAY 2~4

PM

DECEMBER 4

YO HO HO!
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN!
STALLS, bric-a-brac, food, drink,
cakes, fun & games, plus Father
Christmas in attendance, so something for everyone!
Bring a friend and enjoy an
afternoon together!

GIFT SERVICE

10AM SUNDAY 5 DECEMBER
PART of our regular giving is
to those whom the Sisters of the
Church support.

Donation envelopes are available,
for cash gifts, but the Sisters also
welcome donations of gloves, warm
scarves, hats & socks and especially
toiletry sets.
They have twice as many men
callers as women, so gifts for men
are a priority.

GIVING
YEAR TO DATE
BUDGET £50,830 ACTUAL £47,858
Regular giving & one off donations
£52,921
GIVING MONTH BY MONTH:

£5083

Average Budgeted
monthly giving

£4357

Average
monthly giving

£5292

Average monthly
giving and one-off
donations

CURRENT GIVING
VERSUS EXPENSES
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CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

05 Cleaning

Margaret Stawte, Lois Stokes
Marlene Stone, Sheila Stone
Nick Stott, Debbie & family

Peartree Lane
Pembroke Road
Penny Lane

12 Baptism

Greta Summerill, Pat and Martyn Talbot
Roy and Vera Tanner, Ivor Taylor
Rita Thorne, Christine Tippett

Phoenix Grove
Pinewood
Pool Road

Vanessa and Nick Tippett
Ken and Gill Tizzard
Wayne and Nick Topps, Bobbie Tucker

Portland Court
Portland Place
Portland Street

volunteers

Preparation

19 Marriage

Preparation

26 Bereavement Lisa & Jamie Vural & Amira Mohammed
visitors

Pound Road
Jean Wadsworth, Mark Walker
Prospect Crescent
Darren, Kay, Lauren, Emily & Thomas Warr Randall Close

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays.

DIARY

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals
• NOVEMBER 11:
Robert James Kendall (51).
The celebration of Robbie James’ life
was held at St Stephens Church,
Soundwell, followed by the Committal
at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold his siblings, Gill, Peter,
Simon, Jeanne and their families, the
wider family and friends, as well as
the staff and residents of Kilvie House
Care Home in your prayers.

• NOVEMBER 22:

DECEMBER
01 Thursday(s) 10~11.45am See & Know weekly in Church Hall
03 Friday
1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7~9pm
Outburst Youth Church in Church Hall
(Monthly first Friday of the month)
04 Saturday
2-4pm
CHRISTMAS FAYRE in Church Hall and elsewhere!
05 Sunday
10am
GIFT SERVICE in Church
07 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room*
09 Thursday(s) 2~4pm
Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7.30-9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room* then fortnightly
19 Sunday
6.30pm
Carols by Candlelight in Church
24 Friday
2.30pm
Christmas Family Fun Christingle Service in Church
4.00pm
ditto (Second Service)
11pm
Midnight Communion in Church
25 Saturday
10am
Christmas Family Communion in Church
26 Sunday
10am
St Stephens Day Service
* access to the Church Room is via Church only

Leonard Richardson Morris (83).
The celebration of Leonard’s life was
held at Stephens Church, Soundwell,
followed by the Burial at Kingswood
Remembrance Park.
Please hold Josie, Tanya and Bradley,
the wider family, as well as Leonard’s
many friends, including his Church
family, in your prayers.

Dial-aSERMON

Listen to this week’s Sermon
on your phone:

(Cost is the same as a local call)
–––––––––––– OR ––––––––––––

WE HAVE 3 different Christmas
Cards on sale this year, so that you
don’t have to go hunting the shops
for the right cards to give your
family and friends – we have them
right here for you!
2 new designs for this year are:

WE will also have 2022 Calendars to
buy - this year with small boxes by
each day to make notes on important
dates easier.
The cost of these will also be held
the same as last year at £7.50 per
calendar. BUT all the photos will be
new and fresh for a new year!

Click-aSERMON

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line

http://saintstephensoundwell.org

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL
● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

Or you can choose the same great
design we had last year:
The price is:
£5 for a pack of
10 cards
complete with
envelopes.

THESE, along with flyers which will
advertise our Christmas Fayre, have
mostly been delivered to homes in
our Parish and we thank those who
have helped with this project.
Every blessing. Lisa

● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796

OPEN SPACE
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VACANCY – FOUNDATION GOVERNOR
What are we looking for?
Our school Governing Body is made up of individuals from different walks of life and you can join us through
a variety of routes and with a range of different backgrounds, skills and experiences. We are united as
volunteers, working together for the benefit of the School and we are the link between the School and the
community it serves.

We want you
We are currently looking for a new Foundation Governor. These Governors represent the interests of the
Diocese of Bristol by supporting and promoting the Christian foundations our school is built on.
We would be delighted to hear from anyone who has:
• an interest in the performance of the school.
• a desire to contribute to and represent the community.
• a desire to support , develop and promote the Christian values of the school
• an open and enquiring mind
• the ability to look at issues objectively
• the confidence to ask questions and join in debate.
• a willingness to listen and make informed judgements
• the ability to work well with others
• time to spare (term-time only)
Everyone has something to offer and we actively seek people from as many backgrounds and with as wide a
range of interests as possible.

What can we offer?
• A chance to develop skills in strategic management
• A tailored training package
• The opportunity to work with our team of governors and staff in improving our School
• A sense of achievement in making a difference to our School
• The pleasure of helping children reach their potential

What is the Governing Body’s Role?
The Governing Body of our school plays a key strategic role in:
• setting targets for raising standards of educational achievement.
• monitoring progress towards meeting these targets.
• supporting and challenging the performance of the Headteacher
• budget approval, monitoring spending and ensuring value for money
• deciding policy and future development plans
As well as attending meetings, governors are also asked to look at specific areas of the school’s work in more
detail. To help support governors, each one has access to further training to help build on existing skills or to
develop new ones.
If you are interested, please contact Rachael Simeone, Clerk to the Governors at:
rachel.simeone@ststephensjuniors.org.uk in the first instance.
NOVEMBER 2021
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We will remember them
OUR Annual Remembrance

Service was really well attended,
and the church was absolutely full.
There were several poems and
stories, several images, and a couple
of videos that made up the presentation, which were well received at
the time and extracts are repeated
here for your recollection.
The theme of the Remembrance
service was centred around the idea
of ‘The Stones cry out’.
The first poem of the Service was
read by Julie Fudge:

I went to see the Soldiers
by Kenny Martin

I WENT TO SEE the soldiers,
row on row on row,
and wondered about each so still,
their badges all on show.

THE first Bible Reading set the
scene:

1 Peter Chapter 2: verse 4

The Living Stones for God’s House
Welcome to the living Stone,
the source of life. The workmen took
one look and threw it out; God set it
in the place of honour.
THERE are stones all around us.
Paving stones, stepping stones,
pebble-dashed houses, in our gardens,
gravestones, and of course stone is the
main material that many buildings
are constructed of.
I like to collect stones from places
that I have visited. When I look at
them they remind me of where I was,
who I was with and what pleasure or
maybe sadness I felt when I picked
them up.

Here are a few examples:

The stone ends up in our hands
after thousands of years of events,
which God set in motion. Stones can
be a reminder of God’s protection in
the past and help us to have faith now
and in the future.
The most important stone in the
Bible is the one that Jesus points us to,
when he called himself:
‘The rejected stone’.
Perhaps he spotted the stone that
the builders didn’t want, maybe
because it was too rough or not good
enough in some way. But Jesus picked it up and said it would become the
most important stone, the cornerstone
that held everything together, and that
is exactly what happened.
Sometimes we can feel like that
rejected stone; that we are not useful
or special. But we are all special to
God and he has work for us that only
we can do. If ‘We Follow Jesus’ then we
too are rejected stones, that become
vital living stones doing God’s work
in the here and now.

Julia Merrifield

What brought them here, what life
before was like for each of them?
What made them angry, laugh, or
cry, these soldiers, boys and men.
Some so young, some older still, a
bond more close than brothers
these men have earned and shared a
love, that’s not like any others.
They trained as one, they fought as
one they shared their last together.
That bond endures, that love is true
and will be, now and ever.
I could not know, how could I guess,
what choices each had made,
Of how they came to soldiering,
what part each one had played?
But here they are and here they'll
stay, each one silent and in place,
Their headstones line up row on row
they guard this hallowed place.

1. Portland Stone from Portland
Bill, Dorset, one of my favourite
places. It is the stone that St Paul’s
Cathedral is built from and was used
for the gravestones for many of the
men killed in the First World War.
Many buildings in Bristol that were
destroyed by bombing in WW2 were
rebuilt using Portland Stone.
2. Granite from Dartmoor where I
spent many happy times as a child.
The gravestone of my parents is also
made from granite. Mangotsfield
War Memorial is carved from Cornish
granite.
3. Lava from the volcano Mount
Etna, from a family holiday.
4. Iron pyrites (or Fool’s Gold)
from Uganda, when a team from this
church went to help build a school
there.
5. Quartz and copper from a clifftop, in Cornwall.
When we touch stones we are touching something that belongs to our
pre-history. We are linking up with
the big picture of God’s purposes for
the Universe.

God’s dry stone wall
by Dave Hopwood

(A poem reflecting on the reading
of 1 Peter chapter 2: verses 2 to10’s
image of the church as living stones).

SO MANY STONES, small, large,
smooth, jagged, new, old,
fitting into this craggy, jigsaw body,
different sizes, different shapes.
All vital, all part of a bigger picture,
not a construction designed to
keep others out,
but a welcoming, generous temple,
a kind of place to call home,
a lighthouse, a divine landmark,
a place where all varieties of stone
may fit together.
Standing on the kind of rock that
many overlook the kind of rock
that will stand forever.
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