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PRAYING
FOR PEACE
MY DEAR sisters and brothers
in Christ.
We are fast approaching Easter which falls
in the middle of April this year. Easter is a
season all about hope and I really wanted
to find some hopeful words to share with
you this month.
The trouble is, I am writing this in the
middle of March, just over two weeks
since the invasion of Ukraine by Russian
forces, and I am not feeling very hopeful.
We have watched with disbelief and
horror as the Russian invasion of Ukraine
has unfolded.
We have seen through the extensive
news coverage the brutal destruction of
Ukraine’s homes, hospitals, schools and
towns and the human suffering wrought
on innocent civilians, many of them
women and children.
We see bewilderment and fear on the
faces of the displaced and our hearts are
broken for what is lost and threatened.
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We are uncertain how best we can help
as refugees in their millions pour out of
Ukraine into neighbouring countries,
and thousands of others prepare to flee to
safety taking only what they can carry.
Others remain trapped praying that invading Russian forces will open humanitarian corridors to provide a safe way out.
The plight of the Ukrainian people is
part of the on-going story of humanity’s
inhumanity as people of power and
tyranny battle to keep the upper hand.
Every time this situation happens in our
world we cry out with horror and vow
that it must never happen again and yet,
even with the refugee crises in Syria
and Afghanistan still fresh in our minds
we find another humanitarian disaster
unfolding. How can we respond to what is
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happening?

YOU may be interested to know the patron
saint of Ukraine is St Michael (also known as
Angel Gabriel) and the statue pictured above
is the one located in Kyiv.

We can, of course give generously of our
money and practical help to send supplies
of humanitarian aid to Ukraine and
countries receiving refugees.
As I write, we have just been asked by
our Government to open our homes to
displaced individuals and families… but
sometimes all we can do is pray.

Continued overleaf>
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Readings
& Collects
SUNDAY 03 APRIL 5th of Lent
Isaiah 43:16−21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3:4b−14; John 12:1−8
GRACIOUS FATHER, you gave up
your Son out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his
passion, that we may know eternal
peace through the shedding of our
Saviour's blood, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY 10 APRIL Palm Sunday –
Liturgy of the Palms
Psalm 118:1−2, 9−end; Luke 19:28−4 0
TRUE AND HUMBLE KING, hailed
by the crowd as Messiah: grant us the
faith to know you and love you, that
we may be found beside you on the
way of the cross, which is the path of
glory. Amen.
MAUNDY THURSDAY 14 APRIL
Exodus 12:1−4, 11−14; Psalm 16:1, &10−
end; 1 Corinthians 11:23−26;
John 13:1−17, & 31b−35
GOD OUR FATHER, your Son Jesus
Christ was obedient to the end and
drank the cup prepared for him: may
we who share his table watch with
him through the night of suffering
and be faithful. Amen.
FRIDAY 15 APRIL Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13−end of 53; Psalm 22;
Hebrews 10:16−25; John 18:1−19
ETERNAL GOD, in the cross of Jesus
we see the cost of our sin and the
depth of your love: in humble hope
and fear may we place at his feet all
that we have and all that we are,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SUNDAY 17 APRIL Easter Day!
Isaiah 65:17−end; Psalm 118:14−24;
Acts 10:34−43; Luke 24:1−12
GOD OF GLORY, by the raising of
your Son you have broken the chains
of death and hell: fill your Church
with faith and hope; for a new day has
dawned and the way to life stands
open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
SUNDAY 24 APRIL
2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27−32; Psalm 150;
Revelation 1:4−8; John 20:19−end
RISEN CHRIST, for whom no door is
locked, no entrance barred: open the
doors of our hearts, that we may
seek the good of others and walk the
joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to
the praise of God the Father. Amen.
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(Continued from overleaf)
But prayer can be hard. Sometimes
it is hard to see where a loving God is
in all of this.
However, I believe God hears our
prayers and weeps with the people of
Ukraine because God has seen
humanity inflict suffering so many
times before.
The Bible is full of stories of people
fleeing into exile in foreign lands.
Even Jesus’ parents knew the fear of
being refugees as they fled with their
special baby to Egypt, away from the
despot king Herod. And Jesus knew
what it was like to be tortured and
killed by those who thought he was a
threat. Perhaps Jesus is closer than we
think.
The Easter story is one of suffering
and death for Jesus, a man of peace
and love, and because Jesus trod that
road to the cross he understands the
human suffering of each Ukrainian
soul and walks beside them today.
Each Easter we remember that
Jesus, despite his suffering and death
rose from the dead to new life.
Easter is the season when we
celebrate the powers of death and
destruction being overcome by selfsacrificing love. Ultimately the Easter
story ends with triumph, that love and
hope prevails, that good conquers evil.
The Easter story tells us that hope
is stronger than despair, that love

is stronger than hate, that peace is
stronger than war and that life is
stronger than death.
This Easter will look and feel very
different for us here in the UK than it
has done for the last 2 years.
For me, this season of Lent has
allowed me to look back and reflect.
I know in my reading of the Israelites
wandering in the wilderness, I have
been amused about the similarities we
might have felt in our own experience
of exile, through this pandemic.
But as I look out of my window and
start to see colours and new life in the
garden, I also acknowledge the many
positives we have felt or achieved
during this challenging period.
The Israelites would have returned
to the Promised Land with high
hopes. They soon discovered, however,
that rebuilding their lives and the life
of the nation was a hard slog, and I
am sure our ‘return to normal’ will be
just as difficult.
I suspect that many in our
communities will emerge from this
pandemic battered, bruised, and
financially weakened. And many will
not be able to look forward and think
‘What now?’ until they have had the
chance to grieve the loss of loved ones
or their previous lives.
Only after this are we ready to move
forward and rebuild.
Then, on top of all of that… the
Russian army invaded Ukraine.
Continued on page 3>
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(Continued from page 2)
So, I would like to encourage you to
celebrate Easter in a bigger way this
year than you normally would.
No, I am not encouraging you to eat
even more chocolate!
But I am inviting you to celebrate
and give thanks for this new season,
this new time of hope, of new beginnings, of being able to look forward
and plan, of being together again and
sharing special times.
Let’s allow ourselves to be swept up
in the excited expectation of Easter.

Hallelujah Christ is Risen!
Hallelujah we are getting there!
But let’s also pray that, this Easter,
the same will be true for the people of
Ukraine and for a world that longs for
hope, love, peace and life.
Please continue to pray for the
people of Ukraine and for peace.
Easter blessings & much love.
Lisa x

HOLY WEEK
SCHEDULE

Special Palm Sunday Service
10am 10th April

Experience Easter Trail
from 11th to17th April
See details below!

Maundy Thursday

14th April at 7.30pm
GOOD FRIDAY
15th April
1pm: Quiet Reflection.
2pm: Last Hour at the Cross
EASTER DAY
8am: BCP Holy Communion.
10am: All Ages Together
Service with
Holy Communion.

Your church
finance update
GIVING
FOR FEBRUARY

This is our financial
‘Giving to God’, through his Church,
for the month.
Our aim is not to balance the books
(although the Charity Commission
requires that of us)
but to respond to God with
an outpouring of gratitude
and generosity.
Thank you for your generosity.

GIVING
YEAR TO DATE
BUDGET £7429 ACTUAL £5037

Regular giving & one off donations
£7422
GIVING MONTH BY MONTH:

FROM MONDAY 11th APRIL

£7429

Average budgeted
monthly giving

£4924

Average actual
monthly giving

£5826

Average monthly
giving & one-off
donations

GIVING VERSUS
EXPENSES 2021/22

OPEN SPACE PAGE 3

APRIL

CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

03 Kings Forest &

The Tynings
Primary Schools

Iris Davis, Pam Davis, Ros Davis
Bernard Denyer, Margaret Dodge
Stella Duffty

Alexandra Close
Alexandra Gardens
Alexandra Place

10 St Mary Redcliffe Bob and Nancy Emery, Ken Fox

Anchor Road
& Temple School Lynn, Bernard & Brett Francis & Louisa Baglyn Avenue
Rowan Francis, Sarah Fry
Barrington Close

17 Kings Oak

Julie, Shaun, Josh & Hollie Fudge
Matt, Jenny & Lauren Gait
Sheila Galsworthy, Pat Garner

Barrington Court
Beazer Close
Birch Road

24 John Cabot

Brian Grant, Janice Harland
Geoff and Joyce Harris, Ivor Harris
Ruby Harrison, Carolyn Hawkins

Blackthorn Walk
Bridge Road
Caddick Close

Academy

Academy

SUNDAY Community Worship Service at 10am
Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion on 1st and 3rd Sundays.
WEDNESDAY Service of Holy Communion at 10am.

APRIL DIARY
01 Friday

7~9pm

Outburst Youth Church in Church Hall
(Monthly first Friday of the month)
05 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter weekly in the Church Room*
06 Wednesday 7~9.30pm
LENT Course final course week
07 Thursday(s) 10~11.45am See & Know weekly in Church Hall
08 Friday
1.15~3.45
Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall

HOLY WEEK BEGINS:

10 Sunday
10am
11 Monday
Daily all week
14 Thursday(s) 7.30pm
Note:
15 Good Friday 1pm
2pm
Note:
17 Sunday
10am
28 Thursday

PALM SUNDAY Service
Experience Easter Trail in the Church Grounds
Maundy Thursday Service in Church
No Men’s Group this evening
Quiet Reflection in Church
Last Hour at the Cross in Church
No FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE this evening
EASTER Sunday All Age Service
with Holy Communion in Church
2~4pm
Ladies Group in Church Hall then fortnightly
7.30~9.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room* then fortnightly

* Access to the Church Room is via Church only

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

IT is hoped that work to repair the Spire, replace the stolen lead and do the much
needed roof repairs will begin in April. The scaffolding is likely to be erected w/c
4th April, with the 2 months of work on our roof spaces beginning after Easter.

FROM THE REGISTERS

Funerals
● MARCH 02: Eileen Shortman (97).
The celebration of Eileen’s life was
held at Westerleigh Crematorium.
Please hold Eileen’s children;
Janet, Mike and Derek and all their
families as well as Eileen’s friends
in your prayers.
● MARCH 16: Dr Glyn Jenkins (72).
The celebration of Glyn’s life was
held at St Alban’s Church, Westbury
Park.
Please hold Glyn’s wife, Lyn, and
Glyn’s children; Kate, Becky, and
Helen and all their families, as well
as Glyn’s many friends in your
prayers.

Dial-aSERMON
Listen to this week’s Sermon
on your phone:
(Cost is the same as a local call)
––––––––––––

OR ––––––––––––

Click-aSERMON

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line
http://saintstephensoundwell.org

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

STSTEPHENS MEN’S GROUP
HOW LIFE has changed due to a
hitherto completely unknown virus!
Prior to the 2020 lockdown we were
riding high, culminating in a great
celebration of our 25th Anniversary!
Sadly, we now have some cause for
concern as our numbers are almost at a
critical level, but, we remain a vibrant
social group, with a continuing sense of
belonging and with a high quality
programme for the whole of this year.
Our prayer is that we may continue
beyond and well into the future.
So, to all men between 19 and 99
within our church (and outside of it),

please, come along as our guest to any
of our meetings and experience the
wonderful warmth of our welcome and
enjoy a total chill out time.
We meet on alternate Thursdays in
the Church Room at 7.30pm although
we start arriving around 7pm for free
refreshments and a chat before the
meeting!
For more details of our programme
of events why not have a word with
Ken or myself... we would love to have
a chat with you.
Brian Brown Chairman
Ken Fox Vice Chairman

● Revd Lisa Wigmore
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297
● Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621
● Peter Robbins
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576
● Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796
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