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A promise is a promise

Genesis 9:8-17

Time to focus...
Find a place where the family can all sit comfortably - around the table, on the lounge
floor etc. As you gather, if possible, light a candle to mark the beginning of your worship
time. Quietly stare at the candle, watching the flames flicker and glow.
Set the scene...
What is the biggest thing you have made? A Lego model? A birthday cake or maybe
you helped make a bed or a wardrobe? There is one thing that helps - instructions!
What if you were asked to make a boat but not just any boat... a huge boat 450 feet
long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. Do you think you could do it?
Watch the story...
Saddleback Kids are back this week telling the story of Noah and the great flood.
Explore the story...
Have you ever made a promise? Did you keep your promise? Did you know that God
made a promise? Yes, God did make a promise a long time ago....
Today’s story takes place a very long time ago in the first book of the Bible, Genesis.
During this time, the people on earth were very wicked and selfish. They had forgotten
about God except for one man, Noah. God decided to destroy everything that was on
the earth – all of the animals and people. But God knew that Noah was a good man.
God told Noah to build a big boat, gather animals from the earth and wait.
Noah did what God told him. He built the boat, he collected the animals and when they
were all inside, rain began to fall. It rained, and rained, and rained for 40 days. Soon, no
tree tops could be seen, and before long, all the mountains were covered by water. And
then the rain stopped. The only people left alive were Noah, his wife and their family.
Days went by and the waters went down and finally the boat rested on the ground. That
was when God made a promise. God said he would never again destroy every living
thing as he had done with the water. I’m sure Noah was very relieved to hear that. God
went on to say, “I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the
covenant between me and the earth”. A rainbow happens when light shines through
rain or droplets of water. It is made up of seven colours, red, orange, yellow, green,
blue, indigo and violet. God created the beautiful rainbow-promise in such an amazing
way that we know we can depend on God to never break his promise.
End with a prayer...
Thank you, God for the rainbow. Every time we see a rainbow may it be a helpful
reminder that when we put our trust in you, anything is possible. Amen.
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Creative ideas / toddlers to teenagers

Creative prayer: Play the ‘Promise ball’ - form a circle on the
floor and begin rolling a ball to one another. When someone
catches the ball, pause and shout out a promise to God, and
then roll the ball into the circle again. Change the idea of the
game a little bit, shouting out a promise from God to us.

0-5S...

Fun activity: There are so many free Noah/rainbow-themed
crafts and activity sheets online. Have a look and see what
you can find. Or click here for this fun colouring-in sheet >>>

Worship: Sing along to “Looking to the rainbow”

5-11S...

Family activity: A fun game to play at lunchtime. Everyone
chooses a word (or agree on one word) and the aim of the game is to not say this
word during lunch. If someone messes up, they get a point get a clothes peg
stuck on them as a “mark”. The person with the lowest points/pegs wins. The
game will get everyone thinking about words, promises and keeping their word.
Fun activity: Have fun cracking the code on the next page >>>

Have you ever made a promise to someone ? 1) what
was it, and did you keep your promise?

11-18S...

2) Why do you think God made a new promise with
Noah and his family?
3) How has God given you help, encouragement and direction?

>

Pray that God reveal more about his promises to you.
Next time you see a rainbow remember God’s promises to you.

“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and the earth” - Genesis 9:13

5-11S...
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Rainbows
God put the rainbow in the sky as a sign of the covenant He made to the world.
Use the code to discover the covenant God made with us in Genesis 9:8-15:
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