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KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN!

A time

for everything...

66 THERE is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under

the heavens® ...or so the writer of
Ecclesiastes tells us in the Old
Testament.

THIS wonderful message, written from the
perspective of one who has a vision of the
whole story, beginning to end, who views
the landscape of all creation, who sees the
activity of all humanity, who comments
that some things are ‘folly, and who writes
that there is a time for everything to
happen.

It’s a beautiful passage and if you want to
find it in your own Bibles, its Ecclesiastes
chapter 3.

This is a time of year when the seasons
are passing the baton from one to the
next — Summer is leaning into Autumn,
the last flowers are just about hanging on,
the nights are starting to feel cooler, the
schools are refreshed and ready for the new
term; and we’re planning ahead to Advent
and you know what!

(Too early to mention the C word).

We experience transitions often within our
own lives and those of our families; child-
ren being born or children getting married
and/or having grandchildren; saying good-
bye to loved ones, whether they are moving
away or making their home with Jesus in
His glory; moving house; needing care in
our own homes; changing schools.

We are also experiencing transitions
within the life and people of St Stephen’s;
we are sad to be saying goodbye to Regan,
but at the same time praying with joy for
all that God has planned for him.

We are excited to welcome Elaine as our
Community Chaplain on 1st September,
but wonder what she’s going to be like.

I wonder how you feel in these times of
transition? Are you ready to pull up what’s
left of the summer bedding plants, to tidy
up and prepare the garden for winter?

Or will you be wearing flip flops until
the end of October just to hang on as long
as possible to the summer vibe?

Do you enjoy the change of seasons and
nature’s reminder of time passing, or does
it make you unsettled in the in-between
part?

We have become a society in the Western
world where we really don’t have to wait
for anything much—the cliff hanger on the
dramas on television no longer exist as we
can ‘binge watch’ a whole series.

We can buy things at a push of a button
with next day or even same-day delivery.

Continued overleaf>
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We can eat runner beans in
January and sprouts in the Summer.

Yet there are some things we can’t
rush — the 9 months it takes for a
baby to be ready to be born; the
availability of a GP appointment;
the results for tests which could be
life changing; the impact of the in-
creased costs of utilities — will we be
able to heat and eat?; the answer to
prayer that just doesn’t seem clear.

The real matters of life, faith and
death, which require us to hold in
trust those words “there is a time for
everything’. ..

I believe God invites us to take
notice of each moment, and find His

presence in the present —Jesus came
to bring life in all its fullness, and
that means living life fully—the parts
that are joyful and exciting, as well
as the parts that are uncertain and
painful.

God came as Jesus to accompany
us in all of it — never abandoning,
never forsaking, always with us,
here with us.

And we find meaning and
purpose, even sense-making of these
times, when we gather together as
Christians.

My constant desire for us as a
church at St Stephens is to find ways
in and ways through for everyone to

have an encounter with the living
God, in Jesus, through the Holy
Spirit.

To find space to grapple with the
transitions in life, to experience life
in its fullness with other members
of the body of Christ, to be present
in God’s presence.

As you read through this edition
of Open Space, I hope you will find
ways in and ways through for your
own journey, and that you will
know that whatever season of life
you are in, you are invited into a
relationship with God.

Every Blessing.

Lisa x

Community Chaplam

HELLO everyone!

MY name is Elaine, and I’m so
excited to be joining St Stephens as
your new Community Chaplain.

I thought I’d take a moment to share
a little about myself before joining
you all in September.

I grew up in Maidstone, Kent, and
moved to Bristol two and a half years
ago—and recently got married.

My husband and I now share our
home with our gorgeous (and slight-
ly cheeky!) dog, who we love taking
for long walks.

In my spare time, I enjoy crochet-
ing, reading, and singing.

I became a Christian while I was at
primary school, and ever since, I've
grown in my giftings—especially in
prayer and prophecy.

Walking through life with God has
been a source of comfort and
guidance for me through life’s ups
and downs and I am excited to see
what God has in store for me next
here at St Stephens!

Most of my career has been in
education as a qualified Secondary
English teacher, helping students
navigate their exams and supporting
colleagues in leadership roles.

Alongside this, I've been involved
in volunteer work—especially with
children and young people—both in

the churches I’ve been part of and in
wider community settings.

One example is my time with The
Family Trust, where I worked with
children aged 7 to 12.

I began as a camp leader for their
Christian summer camp, later taking
on responsibilities for planning,
running, and leading the camp.

Whether working with children,
volunteers, or colleagues, pastoral
care has been at the heart of what I
do. I’m passionate about outreach
and creating safe, welcoming spaces
where people can feel valued and
supported.

I’'m truly looking forward to
bringing these skills to St Stephen’s,
getting to know you all, and
exploring together how we can serve
and encourage our community and
young people. Elaine

INVITATION TO JOIN OUR

CHURCH
CHOIR

OVER the past year you will
probably have noticed that the
church choir has reduced in
numbers.

THIS is due to the ‘retirement’ of
several very loyal and long serving
members!

We are thus looking to recruit
over the next couple of months.
Song practices are held on Monday
evenings and will be re-starting in
September.

Being a choir member is a flexible
and accommodating calling, to suit
individual situations.

There are those who are our
‘regulars’ and there are others who
augment the choir for the special
seasons such as Christmas and at
Easter, and we love having them
with us.

If you love singing and would like
to consider joining us, either on a
regular basis or just for any special
occasions, please do have a word
with me, or with any of the choir
members. Thank you!

Lin Cooper
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Foundation
Governor

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS
have a particular responsibility
within Church Schools to pre-
serve and develop the Christian
character and ethos of the
school.

OUR Church School, St Stephen’s
Junior School, is in need of another
Foundation Governor.

Without Foundation Governors,
we, St Stephens Church, are not
supporting our Church School in its
Christian character and ethos.
Foundation Governors are normally
practising Christians, but as a school
governor, a Foundation Governor is
more than a Church representative.
They are a full governor, with an
equal say and input into the life of
the school in all areas.

Being a school governor is an
expression of vocation to service
within our community. Just as Jesus
came to serve and not be served, we
do likewise. Might you like to serve
your community and follow Jesus in
this way?

If you’d like to know more, please
seek me out for a chat.

I am already a Governor at St
Stephen’s Junior School and not
only is it required of us as a Church,
but I would welcome some support
from our Church family.

Thank you and bless you as you
ponder this. Lisa x

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

Bible Study

JOIN a friendly gathering to look
at a different passage of Scripture
and mull it over together!
There will be refreshments and
cake and a warm welcome for all.
You don’t need to book in,
or even come to every session—
just come along when you want.
We meet 1n the Church Room
2.30 till 4pm
on the following Wednesdays:

10 & 24 September

We look forward to seeing you there!

Sue & Dave’s
Wedding

4pm Saturday 27 September

THE Soundwell College Car Park,
which is accessed from St Stephens
Road, should be open as an overflow
to any available on street parking.

We intend this to be an informal,
joyful event with no formal dress
code or seating plan and everyone is
welcome to attend and to join us in
further celebration at Stoke Gifford
Retirement Village, Edward Parker
Road, Bristol, BS16 1YE afterwards.

This will be an ‘American Supper’
(bring & share) for both food and
drink, although the Bistro Bar will
be open throughout the evening.

We have booked a group for the
evening’s entertainment, which we
hope will provide a programme for
all to enjoy as we celebrate our
special day.

FRIDAY
NIGHT

LIVE

19th September

6.30rPM in Church

INFORMAL WORSHIP
FOR ALL AGES

COFFEE/

CHAT &
COMPANY

Wednesday llam

3rd September

At the Turnpike Pub
on Soundwell Road

READINGS
& COLLECTS

o,
|

SUNDAY 07 SEPTEMBER
12th Sunday of Trinity

Deuteronomy 30:15—end; Psalm |
Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33

GOD of constant mercy, who sent
your Son to save us: remind us of
your goodness, increase your grace
within us, that our thankfulness
may grow, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 14 SEPTEMBER
13th Sunday of Trinity

Exodus 32,7-14; Psalm 51:1—11

| Timothy 1:12-17; Luke I5:1-10
ALMIGHTY GOD, you search us
and know us: may we rely on you
in strength and rest on you in
weak-ness, now and in all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
14th Sunday of Trinity

Amos 8:4—7; Psalm |13

| Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
MERCIFUL GOD, your Son came
to save us and bore our sins on the
Cross: may we trust in your mercy
and know your love, rejoicing

in the righteousness that is ours
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
15th Sunday of Trinity

Amos 6:1a,4—7; Psalm 146

| Timothy 6:6—19; Luke 16:19—end
LORD GOD, defend your Church
from all false teaching and give

to your people knowledge of your
truth, that we may enjoy eternal life
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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WE are looking for two or three
individuals to work together as a
team, to continue the essential
Safeguarding work of the Parish.

y

These voluntary roles are for Parish
Safeguarding Officers (PSO’s).

They will be assisted by a Senior
Deanery Administrator, employed
in our Deanery, to assist local
parishes with the paperwork in-
volved in the DBS checking part of
the role. There will also be support
and training offered by the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team.

The role will involve some other
administrative tasks and associated
computer work, but first and fore-
most it is to be the point of contact
for our church community regard-
ing safeguarding. This is to make
sure we are doing the very best we
can at St Stephens to look after each
other, and especially the children
and vulnerable adults in our
community.

Could this be a role for you??

Is God whispering to you right now as
you read this??

Why not contact Lisa for a friend-
ly chat and learn more about it??

Telephone: 0117 9574297.

BRING
your Bible!

THIS is a recent weekly
routine established for

VWednesday evenings between
7.15pm and 8.15pm

WE meet in the Church Room for
anyone who wants to join in with
simply reading the Bible!

Though the scriptures in the Bible
are thousands of years old, they
still hold immense power, wisdom
and guidance for us today!

There s no set structure or any
course work to worry about and
everyone is welcome!

See & Know

See and Know is a Toddler
Group held in St Stephens
Church Hall, for the families
of our area to socialise and
get to know each other, alongside
getting to know Jesus in gentle and
age appropriate ways.
We are there for support and friend-

ship, for parents and carers as well as
the children.

IF you have pre-school age children,
why not come along? Phone Sue first
(number below) to check there are
spaces.

ALSO, would you like to be part of
the See & Know Team = welcoming
children and their carers to See &
Know; chatting to them during the
session; helping them do a simple
craft; perhaps taking a turn in leading
the sharing and caring time (training
and resources all provided).

Sessions run from 10am til 11.45am
Thursdays in school term-time only.
Could you help out once a term?...
Or every week during term-time?...
Or anything in between?

Why not have a chat with Sue
Humphrey (07929 404272) or Lisa
(0117 9574297) to find out some
more? Thank you!

WELCOME

SPACE

Tuesday 9~11.30am

9 & 23 September
IN OUR CHURCH ROOM

NB: under17s must be accompanied by
an adult).

CHILDREN'’S
SOCIETY
Collection Boxes

IF it is possible,
please would collectors bring
their boxes to church over the
next few weeks.
If this is not possible, please
telephone or see me to make
other arrangements.

Thank you. Stella.

28 SEPTEMBER

DONATIONS of food tins and/or
packets, and also basic toiletries and
nappies are acceptable, and they all
should be ‘in date’ please.

Financial gifts are also welcomed
and these will be given to Christian
charities who feed the hungry, and
envelopes for such donations will be
available in church.

Our Church
Financial Health

GIVING FOR
JULY

Giving Last 3 Months

@ Regular Giving
@ Regular & One Off Donations

@ Budgeted

12000
10000
8000
6000
4000
2000

May 25 Jun 25 Jul 25

Giving @ Expenditure

Jun 25
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A POEM:

from Friday Night Live

DEAR Lord. We walked in
shadows, lost and blind, your
voice forgotten, left behind.
We found Your Word, we saw
Your face.

IT shook our hearts, it split
the stone, the truth revealed —
We were not our own.

With tears that fell like holy
rain, we cried, ‘O Lord, turn
us again!’

WE found the Word, and
now we see, the truth has
come alive in me!

Tear down the lies, rebuild
the flame — O Lord, turn my
heart again!

YOUR voice like thunder
shakes the ground, our souls
awake to holy sound!

We won’t go back to where
we’ve been — O Lord, turn
our hearts again.

NO more idols, no more
shame, You are our God, we
bless Your name.

The fire ignites from just one
spark — let it spread and flood
the dark.

WVE rise, we burn, we won’t
delay, Your mercy dawns a
brand new day.

Repent, turn, restore this land
— O Lord, turn our hearts
again.

AND as we bow, we make
this vow; we’ll follow You,
here and now.

Forever changed, we won’t
pretend — O Lord...

turn our hearts again. Amen.

Dial-a-Sermon

Listen to this week’s
Sermon on your phone:

0117 456 2090

(Cost s the same as a local call)

Click-a-Sermon

Visit our website and use
the audio link to listen
on-line
http://www.saintstephen
soundwell.org

Study Courses

EXPLORING
CRRIS TIANIT

TOGETHER

A course to deepen faith, explore the
Christian tradition and equip for ministry

e &
»ey
DIOCESE OF BRISTOL

HOW DOES'THE COURSE WORK?

Groups meet weekly in different parts of the Diocese,
usually with two tutors. There are 6 modules, each of
which consists of 10 sessions. Each member receives a
workbook for the unit the group is studying that term, with
preparation to complete each week.

The group will share insights from the course material
that they have read and reflected on, and the tutors will
enable them to learn together from one another - the
tutors may also provide some additional activities.

Each term, there is the optional possibility of handing in
an assignment that is marked by an external marker.
(Note: those considering Licensed Lay Ministry are required to
submit an assignment each term.)

“l have grown in confidence in my faith”

HOW MUCH WORK IS REQUIRED?

There are preparation questions to be completed each
week, reading and thinking, writing a sentence ortwoina
box, looking at pictures, maps, etc.

You should set aside an hour or two between each of the
meetings to prepare work in the workbook.

Occasionally, you may also be asked to read a slightly
longer section of a book or the Bible, and there may be an
opportunity to write some of your observations about a
practical task.

HOW DOES THE COURSE START?

Itis possible to join the course at any point. Often,
people start with Exploring the New Testament. We know it
- but we can learn so much more.

“You meet so many new people with

different perspectives”

WHAT ELSE IS INCLUDED?

The other modules are:
« Exploring Prayer and Spirituality
* Exploring the Church
« Exploring Questions of Faith
« Exploring the Old Testament
* Exploring Ministry
For further information, please see www.bristol.anglican.org

“The tutors were outstanding, using
videos, discussion and other sources to

bring the material alive”

Come with an open mind, your experience and
your background.

It can also form the first part of Licensed Lay
Minister training and be an introduction to
further study at Trinity College or elsewhere.

WHO IS THE COURSE FOR?

Exploring Christianity is for anyone who wants to explore
faith, deepen their commitment and learn together with
other interested students, whether or not they wish to
pursue a calling to formally recognised ministry.

There are no age limitations and no previous experience
or qualifications are necessary.

“It has given me reassurance that there
is not one right way to think but many

ways to believe”

COURSE FEES

Session attendance and assignment completion
£6 0 Note: this is essential for those aiming to become a Licensed
Lay Minister

£30 Session attendance only

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Please speak to Lisa
as your Church is

not only required, but wants
to support you all the way.
Telephone: 0117 9574297.
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SEPTEMBER CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

07 Kingswood Monica Robinson James Road
Court Care Kerrie, Kevin, Kaiden, Kester& Kolby Rowland Jubilee Road
Home Lorraine and Paul Sanderson Kerr Close

14 The PCC Marianne Saunders, Anne Scott Lansdown Close

Jayne, Chris & Phoebe Selway Lansdown Road
Carolyn, Martin & Jess Smith Larch Road

21 Administration: Margaret Stawte, Marlene Stone Lees Hill
Church Office  Njck Stott, Debbie & family Leicester Square
Volunteers  George and Abbi Striplin Middle Road

28 Administration: Pat and Martyn Talbot, Roy Tanner Midland Road
David Packe  Rijta Thorne, Christine Tippett Morley Close

Vanessa and Nick Tippett Morley Place

SUNDAYS: 8am BCP Holy Communion (on the Ist & 3rd Sunday)
[0am Community Worship Service weekly.

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the Ist and 3rd Sundays
or at any other time by request, so do please ask as necessary.

WEDNESDAYS: [0am Service of Holy Communion weekly.

SEPTEMBER DIARY

02 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter in the Church Room (then weekly)

03 Wednesday 11am Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub
7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room

04 Thursday  2pm Ladies Group in the Church Hall

05 Friday 7pm Outburst Youth Club in the Church Hall

08 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in the Church Hall for
Dementia sufferers and their carers
09 Tuesday 9-~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in the Church Room
7.30pm PCC Meeting in the Church Room

10 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in the Church Room
7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room

11 Thursday  10am See & Know resumes in the Church Hall (then weekly) :

1.30pm Men’s Group in the Church Room
12 Friday 1.15pm Pensioner’s Group in the Church Hall

13 Saturday  9am Baptism Prep in Church & Church Room
17 Wednesday 7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room
18 Thursday  2pm Ladies Group in the Church Hall
19 Friday 6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church

21 Sunday 11.30am Youth Church Meeting in the Church Room

22 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in the Church Hall for
Dementia sufferers and their carers

23 Tuesday 9-~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in the Church Room

24 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in the Church Room
7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room

25 Thursday  1.30pm Men’s Group in the Church Room

26 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in the Church Hall
28 Sunday 10am HARVEST FESTIVAL Service for All ages in Church
OCTOBER DIARY
01 Wednesday 11am Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub
7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room
02 Thursday  10am See & Know in the Church Hall
2pm Ladies Group in the Church Hall
03 Friday 7pm Outburst Youth Club in the Church Hall

FROM THE REGISTERS

: SINCE JULY

: Funerals:

e JULY 29: Malcolm Welsford Pullin
¢ (90). The celebration of Malcolm’s life
i was held at Westerleigh Crematorium.

i Please hold Malcolm’s daughter, Allison
: and husband Brent, his granddaughters
: Amy and Emily, their families, the

i wider family, Malcolm’s Church family

: and his friends in your prayers.

o AUGUST 06: Doreen Ethel Woodward
: (86). The celebration of Doreen’s life
¢ was held at Westerleigh Crematorium.

i Please hold Doreen’s children, Julie
i and Paul, their families, the wider
¢ family, Doreen’s Knit and Natter

i friends as well as her other many

i friends in your prayers.

: o AUGUST 29: Kevin Pomeroy (67).
i The celebration of Kevin’s life was held
i at Westerleigh Crematorium.

i Please hold Kevin’s long-term partner,
i Sarah, his two children, Luke and

i James, the wider family, as well as

¢ Kevin and Sarah’s friends in your

i prayers.

: Baptism:
: o AUGUST 10: Cooper Alan Griffey

i Please hold Cooper’s parents,

: Jess and Henry, his Godparents:

! Thomas Stewart, Abbie Parker,

i Kimberly Whiting and all the family
: and their friends in your prayers.

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

e Revd Lisa Wigmore

Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

e Revd Sandy Cooper

|| Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621

e Elaine Brewster,
Community Chaplain
Contact details to follow

e Gill Mayo
Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796

- o Lin Cooper Director of Music
Telephone 0117 967 2621

e Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer
Telephone 0117 940 1829
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