
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL  
 

It seems that we have learnt so little over 
the years. Through the conflicts which we 
will recall again on Remembrance Sunday 
in two World Wars, through the wars in 
Bosnia, Afghanistan, Iraq, The Falklands, 
the conflict in Northern Ireland, Syria, 
and so many more... through the sacrifice 
of so many for the cause of freedom, 
power or identity, or peace??  

In such dark days where is hope to be 
found?   

In times of trouble many of us turn to 
God, and ask the questions that have no 
answers, and pray for peace. I believe that 
God weeps with those who weep and stays 
close to those who ask for his presence 
with them.  

I believe God longs for the day when 
humanity turns away from the foolishness 
and futility of war and seeks real and  
lasting peace across a world that so needs 
God’s peace.  

Those days have been long awaited even 
from Old Testament times when the word 
of God came to the prophet Isaiah:  

„God will teach us what he wants us to do;    
we will walk in the paths he has chosen... 
He will settle disputes among great nations. 
They will hammer their swords into ploughs 
and their spears into pruning knives. 

Nations will never again go to war, never 
prepare for battle again. ISAIAH 2:3-4 

Today, and in the days to come I will 
continue to pray for peace in Israel, Gaza, 
Ukraine and beyond, across our world.  
I hope that you will share with me in that 
prayer and that, even now, nations at war 
will turn back to seek God’s way of peace. 

„Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.‟ MATTHEW 5:9 

Continued overleaf> 

IN November we enter the annual 
season of Remembrance, for our 
churches and our nation, culminating 
in Remembrance Sunday on 10th 
November.  

This year, as I write this piece in early 
October, I do so with a heart heavy with 
sadness against the backdrop of the 
dramatic and horrific escalation in the 
conflict in the Middle East which has be-
come a dreadful reality for many millions 
of people in Israel and Gaza.  

We are all, I’m sure, grappling with the 
horrors unfolding day by day which are 
being relayed through the media and the 
stark images and stories of suffering, the 
personal stories of loss and grief and the 
utter hopelessness that many feel as homes, 
livelihoods and loved ones are taken on 
both sides. Some of you, may well have 
friends or relatives who are in some way 
affected. 

Yet again, as in the ongoing war in 
Ukraine, we see the dreadful human cost 
of war, particularly the cost to ordinary 
people, men, women and children caught 
up in a struggle not of their making. 
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But, it can be difficult to remember 
−bringing into focus pains of the 
past is not easy. We might choose to 
look away, hide away and try to forget. 
With regard to the conflicts raging 
across our world, we might be tempt-
ed to switch off ‘the news’ and opt for 
ignorance.  

In times like this, what does our 
Christian faith tell us about the 
importance of remembrance and 
remembering? 

Remembering in the Bible 
Let‟s start with the Bible.  

Throughout Scripture, God constant-
ly reminds His people to remember. 

Take the Israelites, for instance.  
In Deuteronomy 6:12, they’re warned 
not to forget the Lord who brought 
them out of Egypt.  

This call to remembrance is about 
more than just recalling historical 
events; it’s about keeping God’s faith-
fulness alive in their hearts. 

Then there’s the Passover, which is 
all about remembrance.  

By celebrating it, the Israelites are 
reminded of their identity and God’s 
mighty acts.  

And in the New Testament, Jesus 
takes this to another level during the 
Last Supper. When He says, “Do this 
in remembrance of me” (LUKE 22:19), 
He invites us into a deeper relation-
ship with Him, encouraging us to 
reflect on His incredible sacrifice. 
The Power of Remembering 

So, why is remembering so power-
ful? It transforms us.  

When we think back on God’s faith-
fulness, it nurtures gratitude and 
hope. Psalm 77:11−12 captures this 
perfectly: ‘I will remember the deeds of 
the Lord.‟ Remembering isn’t just a 
nice activity; it actively shapes how 
we see God in our lives. 

Plus, it connects us to the larger 
story of faith.  

Think about the mentors, family, 
and friends who’ve inspired your 
journey. Their stories remind us we 
are part of something bigger − a 
community of believers who have 
walked this path before us and have 
experienced God’s goodness through-
out history. In the same way, we are 
connected through our prayers with 
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Remembrance and Remembering 

the people across our world who are 
trying to live through conflict and 
war all around them.  

Practical ways to embrace 
Remembrance 

Incorporating remembrance into 
our lives can enhance our spiritual 
growth. So, how can we make 
remembrance a part of our daily 
lives? Here are a few ideas: 

1. Journaling: Grab a notebook 
and jot down moments when you 
felt God’s presence. It’s amazing 
how looking back can bring fresh 
encouragement. 

2. Prayer and Reflection:  
Set aside time to pray every day, 
focusing on God’s past blessings. 
Use scripture to guide your thoughts 
and let those verses speak to your 
heart. 

3. Go Deeper: Get to know Jesus 
more. Join the Bible Study Group or 
the Discipleship Group. Do some 
study at home – ask any of the team 
and they can point you in the right 
direction for tools to help. Immerse 
yourself with the goodness of God in 
Jesus.  

4. Share Stories: Don’t keep your 
faith stories to yourself! Share them 
in small groups or with friends, or 
even with someone you’ve just met if 
an opportunity arises. It strengthens 
our community and inspires every-
one involved. 

5. Get Creative: Engage in art or 
music that reflects remembrance. 
Whether it’s painting, writing a song, 
or crafting, creativity can be a power-
ful way to express gratitude. Try it!! 
If you are not naturally creative this 
can be truly liberating. Or if you get 
stuck with the creativity, why not 
start with a gratitude list – I write 
down at least 5 things I am grateful 
to God for every morning, it helps 
me focus on God and remember his 
goodness. 
Looking Ahead 

Remembering isn’t just about the 
past; it’s about shaping our future.  

It encourages us to share our ex-
periences and proclaim God’s good-
ness to others. And during tough 
times, remembering His faithfulness 
gives us hope for what’s ahead. 
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Romans 15:13 reminds us that God 
is a source of hope, filling us with 
joy and peace. 

Conclusion 
So, as we move through this 

month, let’s commit to embracing 
remembrance in our lives.  

Remembering those around us in 
prayer, both near and far, reminds us 
we are part of the Kingdom of God, 
that isn’t just ‘me and mine’, or local, 
but encompasses the whole world, 
and all of creation, for all time.  

By reflecting on and remembering 
God’s faithfulness, and honouring 
those who’ve influenced us, we can 
strengthen our own journeys and 
build a vibrant community.  

Remembering helps us all to stay 
rooted in faith, guiding us to live 
boldly and gracefully. 

As Lauren encouraged us last 
month, so I do this month; share 
your faith stories of how Jesus is 
active in your life today!  

I look forward to hearing them!! 
And, may God fill you with the hope 
of peace in a troubled world. 

Love and blessings Lisa  
 
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

Bible Chat 
2.30PM (2pm for a cuppa)  

6 & 20 NOVEMBER 
in the Church Room!   

EALTH  
AND SAFETY 

WE are looking for someone to carry 
out an annual risk assessment of our 
church buildings and then complete a 
report back to the PCC.  

Also, to have oversight of our exist-
ing Health & Safety Policy.  

No H&S experience is necessary, just 
an enquiring mind.  

We have someone from another 
church who is willing to offer help and 
guidance in this, and you would be 
working with a team from the PCC 
who will also provide support for you.  

Please do seek me out for a chat if 
you’d like to know more.  

But please know that your Church 
would be overjoyed and delighted if 
you’d like to be involved. 

Every blessing. Lisa xx 
 



     

Readings  
& Collects 
 
SUNDAY 03 NOVEMBER  
All Saints Day 
Isaiah 25:6–9;  Psalm 24:1–6 
Revelation 21:1–6a;  John 11:32–44 

GOD of holiness, your glory is 
proclaimed in every age: as we 
rejoice in the faith of your saints, 
inspire us to follow their example 
with boldness and joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SUNDAY  10  NOVEMBER 
Remembrance Sunday 

 
Jonah 3:1–5, 10 ; Psalm 62:5–end 
Hebrews 9:24–end; Mark 1:14–20 

GOD, our refuge and strength, 
bring near the day when wars shall 
cease and poverty and pain shall 
end, that earth may know the peace 
of heaven through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
 
SUNDAY  17 NOVEMBER 
2nd before Advent 
Daniel 12:1–3; Psalm 16 
Hebrews 10:11–25; Mark 13:1–8 

HEAVENLY LORD, you long for 
the world's salvation: stir us from 
apathy, restrain us from excess and 
revive in us new hope that all 
creation will one day be healed in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER 
Christ the King 
Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14;  Psalm 93 
Revelation1:4b–8; John 18:33–37 

GOD THE FATHER, help us to hear 
the call of Christ the King and to 
follow in his service, whose kingdom 
has no end; for he reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, one 
glory. Amen. 
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ANY  
QUESTIONS? 

 
DO YOU have any questions??  
Big ones, small ones, and the ones 
in-between??  We’d love to hear 
them!!! 

AT THE Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), last year, there 
was a great suggestion about having 
a ‘Box for Questions’.  

While this was suggested in 
relation to questions for that specific 
meeting each year, we, your 
Ministry Team, pondered making it 
more than that.  

Rather than storing up any 
thoughts, ideas or questions you 
have for that one time in the year, I 
encouraged you to share them with 
me at any time.  

But... we wondered if a box to 
collect your thoughts, ideas or 
questions in, might be more helpful. 

So, from 1st October, there will be 
a Box in church for: 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’.  

 
Please do write down anything 

you would like to share, and we will 
respond, either here in Open Space, 
or to you personally, whichever you 
prefer.  

You can make your request anony-
mous or leave your name and pre-
ferred contact details, the choice will 
be yours!  

However, if you’d rather not write 
your thoughts down on paper, but  
prefer to email, then my email 
address is lisawigmore66@gmail.com 
or you can telephone me on 0117 
957 4297. 

Please, please do share your 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’ 
with us throughout the year, because 
they are, just like you, important to 
God and to us!  

Thank you. Lisa 



  

  

QUESTION: 
I was intrigued that you referred 

to the Holy Spirit as ‘him’ in one 
article and ‘Her’ in another!  

Can we have an explanation in the 
next Open Space please? 

 
RESPONSE: 

For me, sometimes I find it help-
ful to think of the Holy Spirit as 
feminine, at other times, male, but 
most times I tend to think of the 
Holy Spirit as gender-neutral.  

My writing and speaking reflect 
this. I hope this response to 
Rosemary’s question is helpful to all 
of you.  

 
The Thirty-Nine Articles of the 
Church of England, which lists the 
basics of what Anglican Christians 
believe in, states: 

THERE is but one living and true 
God, ever-lasting, without body, 
parts, or passions; of infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, 
and Preserver of all things both 
visible and invisible. And in unity of 
this Godhead there be three 
Persons, of one substance, power, 
and eternity; the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. (Holy Ghost is 
the older term for what we more 
often refer to as the Holy Spirit). 

As such it describes the Trinity as 
three Persons, and therefore the 
Holy Spirit it not simply she or he 
or it, but the ‘Person’ of the Holy 
Spirit. But let’s not leave it there.  

We know Jesus was born as a man, 
so referring to Jesus as ‘Him’ and 
‘He’, or the ‘Son of God’, isn’t a 
difficult concept to grasp.  

Many people think of God as a 
male, too. After all, Jesus called God 
the ‘Father’ and referred to God as 
‘He’ and ‘Him’ throughout His 
ministry on earth.  

But we also know this is a human 
constraint we have ascribed to  
God, who is the Great I Am and the 
Almighty, Creator of the universe 
and all that is within it.  

God is all things and is therefore 
beyond time and physical character-
tics such as gender or even an actual 
body.  
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Some scriptures even talk about 
God having a womb and giving 
birth (Job 38:29) or comforting us 
like a mother (Isaiah 66:13). But 
God as ‘beyond gender’ is difficult 
for the human brain to comprehend, 
so many take comfort in ascribing 
human characteristics to God. 

We do the same thing with the 
Holy Spirit. If we see God as our 
Father and Jesus as the Son, and we 
know the Holy Spirit is not a thing 
but a person, then it follows that we 
ascribe a gender to the Holy Spirit, 
too, as a way of helping us know the 
Holy Spirit and draw closer to the 
Spirit in our hearts, minds, and 
souls. 

———— 
THE Old Testament was written in 
Hebrew, which unlike English is a 
‘gendered’ language. That means it 
ascribes certain words as ‘masculine’ 
and others as ‘feminine’. It does this 
for the living; animals and people,  
as well as for the non-living and 
inanimate, such as a house or wall or 
other objects.  

Interestingly, the Hebrew word for 
Spirit,  ַרוּח, ruach, is considered 
feminine. At the start of Scripture,  
it reads:  
   „In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. Now the earth 
was formless and empty, darkness was 
over the surface of the deep, and the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters‟. (GENESIS 1:1−2).  

There, the word for ‘God’, Elohim, 
as in ‘God created the heavens and 
the earth...’ is masculine. But Spirit 
of God, in the next sentence, is 
feminine.  

It is the same word used in other 
places for Holy Spirit elsewhere in 
the Old Testament, such as in Psalm 
104:30 —  

(„When you send your Spirit, they 
are created, and you renew the face of 
the ground‟), or Isaiah 59:21 („My 
Spirit, who is on you...‟). 

This use of a female noun doesn’t 
mean the Jews considered the Holy 
Spirit a female entity.  

The grammatical gender of a word 
does not imply a physical gender.  

 Other words in Hebrew, such as 
truth and love, are also considered 
feminine. It does not mean truth 
and love are females. 

Greek is also a gendered language, 
but it has three: the masculine, the 
feminine, and neutral.  

In Greek, its word for Spirit, 
πνεῦμα, pneuma, is gender-neutral. 
But again, this does not mean the 
Greeks thought of the Spirit as any 
less than a person. 

Whenever Jesus is mentioned as 
using a pronoun for the Holy Spirit, 
Jesus uses male pronouns.  

For example, in John 15:26, Jesus 
says, „When the Advocate comes, whom 
I will send to you from the Father− 
the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father−he will testify about me.” 

Many people prefer to use the same 
pronoun Jesus does for two key 
reasons: 

1. The Holy Spirit is a person, and 
pronouns help us remember this in 
a more concrete, tangible way. 

2. Scripture tells us we are to 
model our lives after Jesus. We are 
Christians, followers of Christ. He is 
our role model. 

But which pronoun should I use 
for the Holy Spirit?  

Some people prefer not to use any 
pronoun for God, while others 
prefer to use the Bible’s traditional 
use of ‘He’ and ‘Father’, and still 
others, particularly those who have 
had harmful experiences with males 
and fathers, prefer to view God as a 
mother or female. It is the same 
with the Holy Spirit−some prefer a 
pronoun, some do not. 

Whichever way we choose to refer 
to God does not change God’s 
nature, and it is the same with the 
Holy Spirit.  

Whether we choose to use ‘he’ or 
‘she’, or even ‘it’, (although I person-
ally struggle with ‘it’), as long as we 
are in full understanding that the 
Holy Spirit is a Person, a full and 
complete part of God, that is what 
matters. 

Lisa 
 
 

QUESTIONS ANS ERED! 
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In review 

He kicked to survive 

WHEN I felt helpless 
not knowing what to do 
not knowing what to say 
couldn’t find the words or the way. 

Who could I turn to 
who would show me how 
I could make someone see 
that they could get through. 

My heart was breaking 
I had to keep trying 
And then someone told me 
to give my broken heart to Jesus. 

So I prayed with all my broken heart 
And I gave it to Jesus. 
I trusted him to hold it and keep it safe 
until the storm had passed. 

Jesus answered my prayer 
as only he could. 
One simple kick saved a life 
and the storm we got through. 

----- 

STORMS of life rage all around 
once in a while no respite is found. 

Where do you go who do you ask 
when life is upsetting and an onerous 
task. 

There is someone awaiting 
walking alongside all, 
He is longing and hoping to hear your 
call. 

Our Lord Jesus is there 
to raise your spirits, 
His boundless love knows no limits. 

Rely on the Lord when seeking calm, 
ask for his help to keep you from harm. 

Have faith and pray he will listen for sure 
those raging storms of life will be calm 
once more 

----- 

LORD you’re my one true anchor 
through my storms of fear 
You let me know you’re always there 
the way ahead make clear. 

Though your face I cannot see 
I know you’ll always comfort me. 
I tell you all that bothers me – 
the things that bring me down 
But Lord you keep me buoyant 
and will not let me drown. 

I’m thankful for the way you steer 
my vessel into shore, 
my loving God with you on board 
I’ll never ask for more. 

 

 

Friday Night Live in review 

Storms, storms, storms… 
they seem to be all around. 
Bringing so many worries and harms, 
this is something I have found. 

But when I worry or am concerned, 
I know you are always with me. 
When life is a jumble and feels 
upturned, 
I know you are always with me. 

You calmed the sea and told the storm 
to hush, it all seemed so easy for you. 
But I must remember you’re not just 
lush, but my Saviour, Lord, forgiving 
friend through and through. 

You friends were alarmed, scared and 
afraid,  
they didn’t know what to think, 
but on the cross, our wrongs you paid, 
so our sins are forgiven and we will not 
sink. 

Thank you Lord Jesus that you know 
me and love me. 
You are amazing and true. 
You know me and calm me and see me 
and save me. 
You’re the hope of the Nations too! 

Who is this then that the sea obeys him? 
It’s Jesus the one who saves. 
He is the One who’s arms we are held in 
the perfect fit, the one for whom we are 
made. 
 

Storms 

TRIBULATIONS of the mind, 
the heavy, weighty burdensome kind, 
sleepless nights is what you find; 
take them to God!! 

Tossing, turning in the night, 
ev’ry thought is filled with fright, 
just hang on in, with all your might; 
take it to God!! 

Waves poured in, faith had fled, 
all the disciples were filled with dread, 
‘Peace, be still’, Jesus said; 
Take it to God!! 

---- 

WHERE are you Lord I cry! 
When the storms of life come by, 
why should I be asking – don’t I know? 

You will be there beside me 
sharing my burdens and taking care  
of me. 
Have I forgotten – I am not alone? 

How will I cope with problems that are 
many 
the storms are raging around me 
Where is your faith?  
You ask me Lord! 

IN September, the theme was 
centred on Mark 4:35–41, which 
describes how Jesus calmed a 
storm. 

What storm you may ask?  
It centres on an incident on the Sea 
of Galilee, where Jesus had earlier 
suggested to his disciples that they 
‘cross to the other side’ from where 
they were, which they proceeded to 
do, using a couple or more vessels, 
presumably their typical fishing 
boats.  

Soon after the boats set sail, Jesus 
fell asleep, possibly being tired after a 
day of preaching, and became un-
aware of what happened next. 

Not long after, a storm arose, quite 
rapidly it seems, and soon the surface 
of the lake became troubled to the 
extent that waves arose that began to 
beat against the boats. 

The passengers became fearful of 
being swamped by water and being 
sunk, and so in their concern, awoke 
Jesus to inform him of their plight. 

 

 
He rebuked the wind and told the 

sea to be still, and it was so.  

Questions posed for us to consider 
were; 

1. What storms are raging around 
you? 

2. Do you turn to Jesus to calm 
the storms in your heart? 

3. When have you had to trust 
that Jesus is in control? 

 
ONE of the activity groups set about 
producing poems centred around the 
topic of ‘storms’ and are presented 
alongside for your consideration. 

Not all the poems have a title but 
nonetheless they have the implied 
theme of ‘storms’−of some sort. 
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WE have to mention it event-
ually, and now is the time to  
do so, with several Christmas 
related events to prepare for 
and to let you know about in 
advance, before it all gets too 
late! 
 
THE very first item to let you know 
about is the Gift Service, and that is 
followed swiftly by our annual 
Christmas Fayre, and linked to that, 
is the giving out of our St Stephens 
Christmas Cards.  

All that and more explained on 
these pages. 

Love and blessings Lisa xx 
 

 

text 

Soon be Christmas..! 

OUR VERY OWN 
PARISH  

CHRISTMAS 
CARDS 

WE send these out every year and 
our Christmas Cards are intended 
for every home in the parish and 

they will be ready  
by Remembrance Sunday  

for delivery by 1st December. 

If you can help in any way with  
the distribution of these, even if 

only one particular street, 
then please do take some cards  
and deliver them as soon as you 

can to as many of our neighbours, 
friends and those we are yet to 

know, in the parish. 

The card is shown to the right> 
both front and back, and you can 
see the card contains information 

about our Christmas Fayre and the 
various Christmas Services, 

which is crucial for people to  
know as they plan their Christmas 

Diary and decide which of our 
services they will attend... 

So if you can help, then on behalf 
of the Parish, 

Thank you so much! 

  

SUNDAY 1st December, is when 
we collect financial gifts to help the 
Sisters of the Church in Bristol.  

The Sisters feed and give Christ-
mas cheer to many of the poorest 
families in our city.  

They usually give out some Argos 
Vouchers to each child that they 
know who is in need. 

Also, the Sisters give out toiletry 
sets,  or else hats and gloves, warm 
scarves, and socks to the adults who 
need them, especially any ‘rough 
sleepers’ they know of who will be 
on the streets in cold weather.  

Please give generously if you can 
to The Sisters Christmas appeal.  

Special envelopes will be made 
available solely for donations to the 
Sister’s work, from mid-November, 
which can then be handed in at the 
Special Service. 

Thank you! 

HOME ENERGY ADVICE 
Help is available for:  
● ENERGY BILL SUPPORT  
● PRIORITY SERVICES REGISTER 
● HOME ENERGY VISITS  
● FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

GET IN TOUCH:  0800 107 0044 
or scan the QR code below. 

Housing Better Health are here to 
help you. We are a charity working 
locally to improve residents’ domestic 
warmth and wellbeing  
and to improve the  
energy efficiency of  
your property. 

www.bhbh.org.uk 
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● Session 1: February 17th 

Everyone talking Jesus 
Who exactly? And what? 

● Session 2: February 24th 

What motivates us? 
We’re all different. 

● Session 3: March 2nd 

Living Distinctively 
What kind of relationships does 

God call us to? 

● Session 4: March 9th 
Our story 

Who WE are. 

● Session 5: March 16th  
God’s story 

Who GOD is. 

● Session 6: March 23rd  
Go on talking Jesus  
The importance of personal 
invitations. 

DO contact Lisa if you have 
any questions, tel: 0117 957 4297 
or email 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com  
 
We are very much  
looking forward  
to sharing this with  
you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 
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FRI  
 NOVEMBER 

INFORMAL WORSHIP  
FOR ALL AGES 

An hour of exploring what life with 
faith is all about in an hour of getting 

to know others, through informal 
song, prayer, discussions,  followed 
by refreshments after wards in the 

Church Room. 
Come if you know Jesus, come if you 

don’t, let’s grow in footsteps  
of faith together! 

Contact: 0117 957 4297. 
 

9am 11.30

Conversation, free snacks & 
refreshments 

ALL ARE ELCOME!* 
WE also look forward  
to seeing you again on  

 
Please note under 17s  

must be accompanied by an adult) 
* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM  

 

HELP THE 
CHOIR  AT 
CHRISTMAS! 

AT Christmas, there is no better 
time to sing praises to God! It is an 
occasion for celebration, joy and 
hope that it brings, 

Do you enjoy singing? If so, how 
about joining the Church Choir!  

Having some extra voices to help 
over the Christmas period ensures 
that the Choir and congregational 
singing during Christmas services is 
the best that it can be.  

Choir practice is on a Monday 
evening 7.30−9pm and is a time of 
great fellowship and fun, and you 
would be warmly welcomed. 

If you think you would like to be  
a temporary member of the choir 
for a few weeks, then please do have 
a word with me! Lin Cooper 

 

Exchanging 
greetings cards 
PLEASE consider the idea of send-
ing just the ONE Christmas card, to 
your ‘Church Family’ instead of lots 
of individual ones to everyone!  

An internal mail exchange system 
will be running again located at the 
back of church to put in cards from 
you, and to take out cards to you. 

You could donate any savings to a 
favourite charity. 

ADOPTING  
A STAR! 
SOMETHING which proved very 
popular last year, was the sponsoring 
of one or more of the new hanging 
stars that were produced as part of 
the Christmas decorations!!  

There are likely to be around 120 
such stars hanging from the ceiling 
again this year which will decorate 
church and make it shine for Jesus. 

A £2 per star donation should be a 
suitable bequest! 

When they are hanging in church, 
you can choose ‘your star’ and then 
tell your family and friends it sparkle’s 
Jesus’ love for them.  

Or, it might be a way of remember-
ing a loved one, and by sponsoring a 
chosen star remember and celebrate 
Jesus’ eternal love for them.  

Simply enclose your donation in an  
envelope marked as a ‘Star Sponsor’ 
and hand it in on any Sunday up till 
Christmas.  Thank you! Lisa xx 

 

CAR PARKING 
DISCLAIMER 

 
WE are very grateful to Soundwell 
Academy for the occasional use of 
their car park outside of their usual 
hours. 

Soundwell Academy and St 
Stephen’s Church remind car park 
users that they will not accept any 
responsibility for accidents, damage 
or losses. 

Please do be extra careful over the 
winter, during icy periods, as the car 
park will not always be treated with 
grit or salt. Thank you! 

 

SISTERS OF THE 
CHURCH 

St Stephens have supported the 
Sisters of the Church for many years 
and this was instigated by myself 
and my very dear friend Shirley 
Bennett, who is sadly no longer with 
us. We shared a passion for helping 
those less fortunate than ourselves 
and I have fond memories of giving 
out food parcels at the Sisters on a 
Sunday afternoon with Shirley. 

Our Church family have always 
been very generous and I am so very 
grateful for all your donations.  

Some of you may not be aware of 
the large wooden box in the church 
porch which is there to accept these 
donations of food and other items. 
But I need your help. I am no longer 
able to take the donations to the 
Sisters, because of a change of their  
opening times: Monday–Wednesday,  
10am−12 noon, and so I am looking 
for volunteers who would be able  
to check the box every 3 – 4 months 
and take the donations to the Sisters, 
who are based on Ashley Road, in 
St Paul’s. 

If you think you would be able to 
help with this, please let myself or  
Lisa know. Thank you!  

Julie Fudge 

 



 

Funerals:  
 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 
● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 

● Revd Regan Meares  
Curate 
Telephone 07 769 704 270 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone 0117 956 9796 

● Lin Cooper  Director of Music 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer 
Telephone 0117 940 1829 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 

PAGE 8 OPEN SPACE  

NOVEMBER CYCLE OF PRAYER  BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH 

WEEK 
03 Mens Group & 

Ladies Group 
Matt, Jenny & Lauren Gait 
Sheila Galsworthy, Pat Garner 
Julie, Simon & Ruby Goss 

Gorse Hill 
Hayward Road 
Highview Road 

10 

 

Welcomers & 
sidepersons 

Brian Grant & Christine, Janice Harland 
Geoff and Joyce Harris, Ivor Harris 
Ruby Harrison 

Hilltop Gardens 
Hilltop Road 
Hill View 

17 Prayer Ministry 
Team 

Carolyn Hawkins, Nicole Hayward 
James Head, Stella Hoare 
Mike and Jayne Hudd 

Howard Road 
Irving Close 
James Close 

24 Those sharing  
in Home 
Communion 

Cherilyn Hughes, Jean Hulbert 
Neil, Carey, Marin & Eliza Humphrey 
Sue and Martyn Humphrey 

James Road 
Jubilee Road 
Kerr Close 

SUNDAYS:   8am BCP Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
10am Community Worship Service   

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays  
or at any other time by request, so do please ask as necessary. 

WEDNESDAYS:  10am Service of Holy Communion  
 

NOVEMBER DIARY in a 

01 Friday 7~9pm Outburst Youth Club in Church Hall 

03 Sunday 6.30pm MEMORIAL SERVICE in Church 

04 Monday  4pm Ministry Team Meeting in Church Room 

05 Tuesday 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter then weekly in Church Room  

06 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub  
   2.30pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

07 Thursday 10~11.45am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
 1.30~3.30pm  Men’s Group in Church Room (then fortnightly) 

08 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall (fortnightly)   

10 Sunday 10am All age REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE 

11 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

12 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 
 7.30am PCC Meeting in Church Room 

14 Thursday 2~4pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

15 Friday 6.30pm FRIDAY  NIGHT  LIVE in Church:  
  informal songs, prayers, discussions, followed by 
   refreshments in the Church Room    

20 Wednesday 2.30~4pm BIBLE CHAT (2pm for a cuppa!) in Church Room 

21 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room (then fortnightly) 

22 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall (fortnightly)   

23 Saturday 9.30am~10.30 Little Church (please book a place if attending) 
  1~4pm FAYRE at Deerhurst Care Home 

25 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

26 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

28 Thursday 2~4pm Ladies Group Christmas Meal in Church Hall  

DECEMBER DIARY in 

01 Sunday 10am GIFT SERVICE in Church 

03 Tuesday 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter then weekly in Church Room  

04 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub  

05 Thursday 10~11.45am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
  1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group Christmas Meal 

06 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group Christmas Meal  

07 Saturday 2~4pm CHRISTMAS FAYRE! 

 

  FROM THE REGISTERS     FROM THE REGISTERS   

SINCE SEPTEMBER 

Baptism: 
● OCTOBER 20: Liam Bracey  
Please hold Liam, his mum Leanne and 
his Godparents, Jan, Natasha, Kenneth 
and Martin in your prayers.  
   Please also pray for all of Liam’s 
family and friends. 
 

Wedding: 
● OCTOBER 05: Jessica Skett and 
William Bishop were married at St 
Stephens Church, Soundwell.  
   Please hold them, together with 
their daughter Beatrice, and all those 
who love and support them in your 
prayers. 

Dial-a- 
SERMON 

Listen to this week’s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 
––––––––––––  OR –––––––––––– 

Click-a- 
SERMON 
Visit our website and use the  
audio link to listen on-line 

http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 


