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KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN! 

usual duties to do some further study, a 
special project, or perhaps think and pray 
about their vocation, or to deal with some-
thing in their family. 

These days, however, it is often used to 
describe an extended time away from any-
one’s usual occupation to give them a 
break from often demanding professional 
lives to work on something specific, such 
as developing some training or to do some 
work abroad to broaden their knowledge 
and increase their expertise. 

So a sabbatical is often longer than a 
holiday, and usually for a period of several 
months to a year, and it is often paid leave 
if it is a paid job. An employer will often 
keep the job open for the employee when 
they return. 

Traditionally a sabbatical could be taken 
every seven years, although this varies a 
lot. It is generally not a right, it is not 
something every employer would be able 
to do or would want to. 

Continued overleaf> 

‘SABBATICAL’ seems to be the 
current  ‘word of the moment’ 
here at St Stephens! 
With Lisa due to return from her own 
sabbatical this month, and then me be-
ginning mine, there are a lot of changes 
going on! 

Thus I thought I would share something 
about what the word might mean as a con-
cept, and also what it means to me before I 
depart on my sabbatical. 

A ‘Sabbatical’ used to be something that 
was restricted to quite specific contexts 
although nowadays we are hearing it more 
and more in different walks of life. 

A Sabbatical used mainly to be about 
academics who took some time off teaching 
and dealing with exams, so that they could 
concentrate on such things as writing a 
book or articles, or doing some research. 

It was sometimes used in a church con-
text about clerics, or sometimes religious, 
who needed some time away from their > 
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So why me, and why now? 
Well, it is at least eight years since 

I last took some time away from 
Ministry at St Stephens, so it felt 
about the right time to do it, and it 
happens to coincide with my 70th 
Birthday in June too, which is also 
when my Licence as a Minister is 
due to lapse, so it all seemed to fit 
somehow. 

I increasingly felt I needed to do a 
lot of praying and thinking about 
what God might be calling me to do 
in my later years.  

That would be a difficult thing to 
do in amongst the myriads of things 
that I am involved with in a busy 
parish like St Stephens. 

There are good biblical precedents 
for this: 

In the Creation narrative found in 
Genesis 1 and 2 God created every-
thing in six days and on the seventh, 
the sabbath, he felt he needed to rest 
and reflect on what he had done. 

As can be seen, the words Sabbath 
and Sabbatical are rather obviously 
linked. 

Based on the biblical precedent, 
those of the Jewish faith hold that 
one day in seven, Saturday in their 
case, should be kept as a day apart 
for rest and reflection.   

For Christians it is a Sunday. 

So a sabbatical is an extension of 
that principle because people often 
feel that just one day a week is not 
enough time for rest and reflection. 

This is particularly so when there 
are important practical and spirit-
ual matters to think and pray about 
in depth. We often put off the pray-
ing and thinking about these things 
when there are so many urgent and/ 
or practical things to do.   

We can sometimes end up putting 
it off for months or years, which can 
be damaging to ourselves and those 
we are meant to be serving. 

The phrase ‘not seeing the wood 
for the trees’ comes to mind! 

Also, personally, my capacity is in-
evitably reducing and I need to take 
account of that, rather than risk not 

doing a very good job and becoming 
stressed about it.  

In my view, struggling, stressed 
Ministers don’t make very good 
Ministers, and they do not serve the 
dear souls in their care very well. 
I also believe it is important to seek 
advice and support when we under-
take such a review, rather than try 
to do it alone. 

When we are alone with God it is 
easy to convince ourselves that what 
God wants for us is in fact what we 
want for ourselves!   

I believe it is wise to work along-
side others as we undertake any 
period of discernment of God’s will 
for us. Thus I shall be taking time 
on retreat and working with a 
Spiritual Director to explore what I 
believe God might be saying to me. 

I think it is important to try not 
to have an agenda that I am simply 
looking for God to affirm, effective-
ly my agenda not His! So I cannot 
tell you what I expect the next year 
to bring, or indeed hope for. 

What I do know is that the Lord 
will be alongside me and you, my 
dear friends in the community at  
St Stephens.  

He has never let us down and He 
never will. What lies ahead is in His 
hands and in His hands we will be 
loved and safe forever. 

May the Lord bless each one of 
you and those whom you love and 
pray for, and please pray for me on 
my Sabbatical! 

Peter Robbins 
 

ON SABBATICAL! 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

BRING  
your Bible! 

 
 

BRING YOUR BIBLE is a new 
weekly routine that we are 
starting in June.  

Though the scriptures in the 
Bible are thousands of years old, 
they still hold immense power, 
wisdom and guidance.  

Therefore, on Wednesday even-
ings between 7pm and 8pm we  
are opening the Church Room for 
anyone who wants to join in with 
simply reading the Bible.  

We will run three pilot sessions 
on the 4th, 11th and 18th of June.  

Based on these sessions, we will 
be looking to keep these weekly 
meets going in the future.  

There is no set structure or any 
course work to worry about and our 
first session is on Wednesday 4th 
June, and everyone is welcome! 

WE also look forward to seeing 
you again on  

Please note that under 1 s must be 
accompanied by an adult). 

* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM  

9 to 11.30am 

 



     
 READINGS  

& COLLECTS 
SUNDAY 01 JUNE  
7th Sunday of Easter 
Acts 16:16–34;  Psalm 97 
Revelation 22:12–14,16–17, 20–end; 
John 17:20–end 

RISEN ASCENDED LORD, as we 
rejoice at your triumph, fill your 
Church on earth with power and 
compassion, that all who are 
estranged by sin may find forgive-
ness and know your peace, to the 
glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 08  JUNE 
Pentecost 
Acts 2:1–21; Psalm104:26–end 
Romans 8:14–17; John 14:8–17 
HOLY SPIRIT, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the 
gift of faith, revive your Church 
with the breath of love, and renew 
the face of the earth, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 15  JUNE 
Trinity Sunday 
Proverbs 8:1–4; Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1–5;  John 16:12–15  
HOLY GOD, faithful and un-
changing: enlarge our minds with 
the knowledge of your truth, and 
draw us more deeply into the 
mystery of your love, that we may 
truly worship you, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
  
SUNDAY 22 JUNE  
1st Sunday after Trinity 
1 Kings 19:1–15a;   Psalm 42 & 43 
Galatians 3:23–end;  Luke 8: 26–39 

GOD OF TRUTH, help us to keep 
your law of love and to walk in ways 
of wisdom, that we may find true life 
in Jesus Christ your Son Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 29 JUNE  
2nd Sunday after Trinity 
2 Kings 2:1–2, 6–14; Psalm 77:1–2, 11–end  
Galatians 5:1, 13–25; Luke 9:51–end 

FAITHFUL CREATOR, whose 
mercy never fails: deepen our faith-
fulness to you and to your living 
Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE photo shows part of the 
church gardens taken in mid May 
with the grass cut a few days 
before and flowers beginning to 
bloom and so on. 
The thing is, this didn’t happen all 
by itself. Indeed no. 

It is volunteers who take care of 
various tasks on a weekly or fort-
nightly regular basis.  
They would like a week away soon 
as the holiday season approaches 
and so they ask if you can step in 
to help please! 
Alongside, is a report from one of 
the existing volunteers outlining 
what is involved and how you 
could help. 

 

yo av
green fingers? 

 

 

 
NOW that Spring has sprung, the 
church gardens are now in need 
of regular maintenance.  
VERY kindly and diligently, Tim 
keeps the grassy areas mowed, and a 
huge thank you to him for that.  

BUT, the flower beds etc, are also in 
need of some TLC.  

If you can spare a bit of time to do 
some weeding, dead-heading and 
general tidying up then please think 
about helping.  

Top tip from me−if you go along 
when Welcome Space or Knit and 
Natter are taking place, then you are 
are virtually guaranteed to qualify  
for a refreshing cuppa to spur you 
on −which is what I usually do!! 

Thank you!  

Julia Merrifield 
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Memorial 
Service 
MAY 2025 in review 
 
AT each of the two services per 
year, there is a different poem that 
is read out as part of the service. 
The poem is related to the theme 
of remembering our loved ones, 
those whom we love but see no 
longer.  
 

POEM OF LIFE: 
LIFE is but a stopping place,  
a pause in what’s to be,  
a resting place along the road,  
to sweet eternity.  
We all have different journeys, 
different paths along the way,  
we all were meant to learn some 
things, but never meant to stay… 
Our destination is a place,  
far greater than we know.  
For some the journey’s quicker, 
For some the journey’s slow.  
And when the journey finally ends, 
we’ll claim a great reward,  
and find an everlasting peace, 
together with the Lord.  

5th 
STALLS of all kinds,  

bric-a-brac, food, drink, cakes,  
fun and games for young or old alike; 
raffles, something for all the family!  

Or bring a friend and enjoy an 
afternoon together! 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

Bible Study 
WHY not join a friendly 

gathering to look at a different 
passage of Scripture and mull it 

over together!  

We will bring our own thoughts 
and insights and be able to share 
them and hear the thought and 

insights from others.  

There will be refreshments and 
cake and a warm welcome for all. 

You don’t need to book in,  
or even come to every session– 
just come along as we will be 

delighted if you do. 

We meet in the Church Room  
2.30 till pm  

on the following Wednesdays: 
● 11 June ● 25 June ● 09 July 
We look forward to seeing you there! 

Jenny, Lisa & Regan 

AS USUAL, volunteers are needed to assist with preparations on 
the Friday before the Fayre, and then in the afternoon to assist in 
putting stuff away afterwards, clearing up, putting the pews back 

together and the like. 
If you can lend a hand for an hour or two then it would be much 

appreciated! 
Please see Sue Humphrey to register your offer of help. 

Thank you! 
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4th JUNE 

DIAL-a- 
SERMON 

Listen to this week’s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 
––––––––––––  OR –––––––––––– 

CLICK-a- 
SERMON 
Visit our website and use the  
audio link to listen on-line 

http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 

PERFORMANCES at 7.30PM in the Church Hall. 
For tickets: scan the QR code shown above, or telephone 0333 666 3366,  

or go to Ticketsource.co.uk and search for the play title, 
or see either Joe or Becky in church on Sunday! 



  

 

 
 

SINCE  APRIL 

Funerals: 
● MAY 7: Greta Elizabeth Summerill 
(75). 

A service of celebration for Greta's life 
was held at St Stephens Church 
Soundwell.  

Please hold Michael, Joanna, Barbara 
and Wendy, as well as Greta's wider 
family and friends in your prayers. 

 
● May 23: Brian George Brown (88) 

A service of thanksgiving and 
celebration for Brian's life was held at 
St Stephens Church Soundwell.  

Please hold Brian's family and friends 
in your prayers. 

● FEBRUARY 11: Carole Baldwin (64). 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 
● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 

● Revd Regan Meares  
Curate 
Telephone 07 769 704 270 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone 0117 956 9796 

● Lin Cooper  Director of Music 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer 
Telephone 0117 940 1829 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 
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JUNE CYCLE OF PRAYER   BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK 

 

  FROM THE REGISTERS   ● Session 1: February 17th 

Everyone talking Jesus 
Who exactly? And what? 

● Session 2: February 24th 

What motivates us? 
We’re all different. 

● Session 3: March 2nd 

Living Distinctively 
What kind of relationships does 

God call us to? 

● Session 4: March 9th 
Our story 

Who WE are. 

● Session 5: March 16th  
God’s story 

Who GOD is. 

● Session 6: March 23rd  
Go on talking Jesus  
The importance of personal 
invitations. 

DO contact Lisa if you have 
any questions, tel: 0117 957 4297 
or email 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com  
 
We are very much  
looking forward  
to sharing this with  
you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 
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  FROM THE REGISTERS   
 

text 

JUNE DIARY a 

03 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter Church Room (then weekly) 

04 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub 
  7pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the church room 

05 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
  1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in the Church Room  

06 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group: Bingo - in Church Hall 
  7pm   OUTBURST Youth Club in Church Hall  

08 Sunday 10am ● PENTECOST Service in Church 
   Wear something red! 

09 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers  

10 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

11 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in the Church Room 
 7pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room 

12 Thursday 7.30pm Ladies Group CONCERT in Church 

16 Monday 7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation at St Mary Redcliffe 

18 Wednesday 7pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the church room 

19 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room 
(19~21)  7.30pm DRAMA GROUP production (see ad on page 5) 

20 Friday Not today Pensioner’s Group not meeting this week 
23 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

24 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in the Church Room 

25 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in the Church Room 

26 Thursday 2pm LADIES GROUP in Church Hall 

JULY  DIARY in 

02 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub 

03 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 

04 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group: Bingo - in Church Hall  
  7pm   OUTBURST Youth Club in Church Hall  

05 Saturday 2pm ● SUMMER FAYRE everywhere in Church 

06 Sunday 10am DEDICATION SERVICE in Church 

01 Local Industry Sandy and Lin Cooper 
Teresa, Robert, Benjy & Jacob Cooper 
Marlene Crew, Ruth Crosby, Iris Davis   

Blackthorn Walk 
Bridge Road 
Caddick Close 

08 

 

People who  
work in the 
parish 

Ros Davis, Jean Denley, Margaret Dodge 
Dawn Duffin, Jayne and Ian Durnett 
Bob and Nancy Emery   

Canon's Walk 
Champion Road 
Chedworth 

15 Our Vicar Lisa  
& her family: 
Paul & Tom 

Steve Fairweather, Ken Fox 
Michelle Francis, Steve and Sarah Fry 
Julie, Shaun, Josh & Hollie Fudge 

Chestnut Road 
Chestnut Way 
Chiphouse Road 

22 Associate 
Minister: 
Sandy Cooper 

Matt, Jenny & Lauren Gait  
Sheila Galsworthy, Pat Garner 
Julie, Simon & Ruby Goss 

Church Road 
Cogan Road 
Colston Close 

29 Lay Minister:  
Peter Robbins 

Brian Grant & Christine, Jan Halton 
Janice Harland, Geoff and Joyce Harris 
Ivor Harris, Ruby Harrison 

Colston Street 
Cotswold View 
Cranham Close 

SUNDAYS:   8am BCP Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
10am Community Worship Service   

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays  
 

WEDNESDAYS:  10am Service of Holy Communion 

 LIGHTING 
UPGRADE 

 
IF YOU FEEL YOU can make a 
contribution towards the cost we 
face, then please can I ask you to 
give donations to Lorraine, our 
Treasurer, letting her know it is to 
support the Lighting Project . 

Thank you and bless you. 
Lisa x 


