
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL  
 

Worshipping God and giving thanks to 
him puts us in a place where we can look 
back on our lives and remember all the 
ways in which God has provided for us, 
taken care of us and displayed his love for 
us. This has a knock-on effect of hope as 
we look to the future.  

By worshipping God and giving thanks 
to him for all he has done for us, we are 
reminded that no matter what we may 
face in the future, God will be with us.  

------- 
ONE of my favourite ways of worshipping 
God is by singing hymns, and here at  
St Stephens, we are blessed to have a wide 
variety of hymns throughout the year.  

As the family of God, who have been 
created by God, we are made unique and 
so each one of us enjoys worshipping in 
different ways and styles.  

Throughout the year, the Church goes 
through different seasons, and this 
provides an opportunity to worship in 
different ways.  

Continued on page 2> 

OUR Dedication Service takes place 
on 7th of July and this year, we will 
be celebrating the Church being 120 
years old and the Parish being 100 
years old.  

 
Looking forward to these celebrations and 
our Dedication service, I have spent time 
reflecting on the features of our Church 
which make it a special place.  

In this article, I will share my reflection 
under 4 headings. Under these 4 headings, 
I will think of the Church being a place of 
worship, thanksgiving, learning, prayer, 
love and support. 

 
A place of worship and thanksgiving 
The word worship means, ‘the feeling or 
expression of reverence and or adoration.’  

Over the years, St Stephens Soundwell 
has been a Church in which people are 
welcome to worship and to give thanks to 
God for many different reasons.  

The act of worshipping God brings with 
it a sense of joy and a sense of peace. 

St Stephens 

 

 
 

 

 

Mission 
Partners with 
St Stephens: 
Beloved 

Bristol City Centre 
Soup Run 

Bristol Schools 
Connection 

Christian Aid 

Community of  
the Sisters of  
the Church 

Emmaus 

Harvest for  
The Hungry 

Marmalade Trust 

One25 Project 

 

St Stephens 
Church Road  
Soundwell  
Bristol BS16 4RH  
0117 956 6257   

visionatststephens@ 
gmail.com 

www.saintstephen 
soundwell.org 

 saintstephen 
soundwell 

     @SoundwellChurch 

CHARITY NUMBER 
1131503 

 

 

 

 

            1904 2024 

JULY 2024 

KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN! 



  

   

 
 

AS we continue to worship and give 
thanks to God, may we remember to 
thank him for our wonderful Church 
which offers us a fantastic place to 
worship. 

A place of learning  
During our regular Church services, 
we often have two bible readings and 
a sermon. The purpose of the sermon 
is to provide clarity and teaching 
about the bible readings that we have 
heard on that day.  

We also have had Discipleship 
Groups and regular Bible Study 
during the year. Beside the academic 
way of learning, as the family of God, 
we learn from each other through the 
way we live our lives. Through life 
experiences both inside and outside 
the Church, we have the opportunity 
to learn from each other as we travel 
through the journey of life.  

All these different avenues of learn-
ing that our church provides, helps 
to give us a deeper knowledge of God 
and his word.  

Amongst all these different avenues 
of teaching, one of the most effective 
ways to learn while we are at Church 
is to listen to each other’s stories, 
such as occasionally during  the year,  
instead of a sermon, we ask people to 
give testimony.  

It is through people’s testimonies 
and life experiences that we can learn 
about how God is at work in our lives 
and in our communities. I personally 
find that God is teaching me not  
only through the scriptures but also 
by conversations I have with people. 
These conversations can happen at 
any time, and therefore I prepare my-
self to listen to God and to people as I 
come to Church.  

As I think of St Stephens Church 
as a place of learning, I am reminded 
of a bible verse found in the book of 
Proverbs which speaks about the 
importance of paying attention to the 
words of God. Proverbs chapter 4 
verses 20 to 22 reads: 

‘My child, be attentive to my words; 
incline your ear to my sayings. Do not 
let them escape from your sight; keep 
them within your heart. For they are 
life to those who find them, and healing 
to all their flesh.’  

Celebrating 120 years of Church 
< Continued from Page 1 

A place of prayer 
Prayer is one of the most important 
aspects of living the Christian life 
and of following Jesus. Prayer gives 
us the opportunity to speak to God 
about any issues of life. One of my 
favourite parts of scripture concern-
ing prayer is found in the Gospel of 
John, before Jesus raises Lazarus 
from the dead.  

Jesus begins by praying, he says to 
God, ‘Father, I thank you for having 
heard me’, he goes on to say, ‘I knew 
that you always hear me.’  

This scripture provides me with 
comfort knowing that every time we 
pray, God hears our prayers. In any 
relationship, communication is the 
most important thing.  

This does not change when it 
comes to our own personal relation-
ship with God, prayer provides the 
communication that is necessary to 
sustain our relationship with him.  

Prayer also brings us closer to God 
because as we pray, we feel connect-
ed to God. It is no secret that life is 
full of challenges, and sometimes it 
can feel like God is distant from us. 
At these times it is important to pray 
or to have people around us who can 
pray for us.  

At St Stephens, we consider prayer 
a vital part of life and we have a few 
people who are happy to continuous-
ly pray for those who struggling 
with any issues. Sometimes we have 
Church members who cannot come 
to Church but still need prayer.  

In these cases, home visits are 
arranged in which prayer is offered 
alongside Home Communion .  

On the 1st and 3rd Sunday, prayer 
ministry is offered in Church after 
the service ends. This provides the 
opportunity for us to pray for anyone 
who wants or needs prayer.  
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By providing us with a sacred 
place where we can meet and walk 
beside each other in prayer, the 
Church is our safe house and a place 
of constant prayer. 

A place of love and support  
I had heard the phrase, ‘The  St 
Stephens Family’ a few times, but 
this clearly came into reality during 
the first couple weeks of my curacy.  
The welcome I received was unlike 
anything I have experienced before. 
This amazing welcome helped me 
to settle easily, and it made me feel 
like I was an integral member of  
the St Stephens Family as soon as I 
arrived.  

My first impression was of a 
Church that is full of love and that 
offers support and encouragement 
to all those who come through its 
doors.  

In my case, it was not only the 
Church building that influenced me 
but the actual people of the church.  

As we look back on our lives, it is 
clear to see that God is not contain-
ed by the walls of the Church build-
ing but he is continuously present 
in our home and work lives.  

Our response throughout our 
Dedication service this year is:  

Indeed, the people are the church, 
but at the same time we must also 
give thanks to God for providing us 
with a wonderful building in which 
we can pray, worship and meet in 
order to share the love of Jesus with 
one another.  

We must also give thanks to God 
that our church both the building 
and the people have managed to 
keep going for 120 years amid many 
challenges.  

This is an amazing achievement 
and one that we can celebrate and 
be thankful for.  

Alongside this, we look forward  
to the church being a place and with 
a people of love and support for the 
next 120 years, to be a benefit for the 
whole community of Soundwell. 

Regan 



 

Readings  
& Collects 
 
SUNDAY 07 JULY  
Dedication Sunday  

6th after Trinity 
Ezekial 2:1–5;  Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2–10; Mark 6:1–13 

CREATOR GOD, you made us all 
in your image: may we discern you 
in all that we see, and serve you in 
all that we do; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY  14  JULY 
7th Sunday after Trinity 
Amos 7:7–15; Psalm 85:8--end 
Ephesians 1:3–14; Mark 6:14–29  

GENEROUS GOD, you give us gifts 
and make them grow: though our 
faith is small as mustard seed,  
make it grow to your glory and the 
flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SUNDAY  21 JULY 
8th Sunday after Trinity 

Jeremiah 23:1–6; Psalm 23  
Ephesians 2:11–end;  
Mark 6:30–34 and 53–end 

LORD GOD, your Son left the 
riches of heaven and became poor 
for our sake: when we prosper save 
us from pride, when we are needy 
save us from despair, that we may 
trust in you alone; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 28 JULY   
9th Sunday after Trinity 
2 Kings 4:42–end;  Psalm 145:10–19 
Ephesians 3:14–end; John 6:1–21 

GRACIOUS FATHER, revive your 
Church in our day, and make her 
holy, strong and faithful, for your 
glory’s sake in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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IT costs over £2500 to cover the 
expenses of all the weekly services 
provided by St Stephens. 

OUR church is a charity and so it 
does not receive any income other 
than that given by members of the 
congregation and friends. 

All contributions are very much 
appreciated, especially regular week-
ly and monthly donations.  

If you don’t already use the Parish 
Giving Scheme (PGS) for donations 
to St Stephens Church by means  
of a monthly Direct Debit, may we 
invite you to consider joining it.  

If you DO already use the month-
ly Scheme, we ask if you can please 
increase your monthly payment if 
possible, to help St Stephens meet 
increasing running costs. 

To do this, please contact PGS:  
Online: www.parishgiving.org.uk 

By telephone: 0333 002 1260. 
By post: Parish Giving Scheme, 

76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD. 

Quote your PGS reference number 
which appears on Bank Statements or 
your on-line banking account under the 
Direct Debit listing. 

YOU can of course just enclose a 
regular donation in a special collect-
ion envelope coded to your name, 
and just take them to Church when 
you can, but there is no reminder 
system about adjusting payments 
with this method, so you would 
need to manage that yourself: per-
haps annually when you receive 
your new set of envelopes?  

-------  

WHEN we give the first and the 
best to God, He honours that with 
abundant blessings, and in every 
aspect of our lives, not just our 
finances. He honours our giving by 
ensuring we end up having more 
than we believe possible.  

Please think about giving to God 
by regularly giving financially to 
your Church. 

FOR more details regarding any 
of the above, please contact: 
Lorraine Sanderson 0117 940 1829 or 
Lin Cooper 0117 967 2621.  

Thank you and bless you.  
Lisa x 
 
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

Bible Study 
WHY not join in with our 

concluding meeting of the current 
session in a friendly gathering to 
look at a passage of Scripture and 

mull it over together!  

Share ideas, and insights from 
others, and, of course, hear what 
God might be saying to us as we 

gather in His name. 

There will be refreshments and 
cake and a warm welcome for all.  

We will meet in the Church Room  
2.30 til pm 

WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 

Giving in the last 3 months: 

Running costs at St Stephens 

http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/
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ARCHDEACON  
VISITATIONS 
 
OUR Churchwardens will be gathering at the 
Malmesbury Abbey on 9th July to celebrate and 
affirm their ministry as they formally take up 
their offices for another year. 

THE service will be led by Becky Waring, the Acting 
Archdeacon of Bristol, and Adam Beaumont, Associate 
Archdeacon of Bristol and Malmesbury, and will include 
the legal swearing-in and commissioning of the church-
wardens as elected Bishops Officers and senior lay lead-
ers in mission in their parishes.  

Visitations are an occasion for us to offer our thanks 
for the vocation and value of our church wardens, and 
it is a great chance to see one another face-to-face. 

The legal admittance of Church-wardens to office for 
the coming year forms a key part of the Visitation service 
so it is particularly important that those who are elected 
at the Annual Parochial Church meetings make every 
effort to attend a service. 

If you wish to attend, please register by using the link 
shown here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/malmesbury-archdeaconrys-

visitation-for-churchwardens-9-july-2024-tickets-879635402167 

 

6 

WE also look forward to seeing you again  
on  July! 

Please note that under 17s must be accompanied by an adult). 
* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM  

9 11.30 9
 Conversation, free snacks & 

refreshments 
ALL ARE ELCOME!* 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/malmesbury-archdeaconrys-visitation-for-churchwardens-9-july-2024-tickets-879635402167
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/malmesbury-archdeaconrys-visitation-for-churchwardens-9-july-2024-tickets-879635402167
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● Session 1: February 17th 

Everyone talking Jesus 
Who exactly? And what? 

● Session 2: February 24th 

What motivates us? 
We’re all different. 

● Session 3: March 2nd 

Living Distinctively 
What kind of relationships does 

God call us to? 

● Session 4: March 9th 
Our story 

Who WE are. 

● Session 5: March 16th  
God’s story 

Who GOD is. 

● Session 6: March 23rd  
Go on talking Jesus  
The importance of personal 
invitations. 

DO contact Lisa if you have 
any questions, tel: 0117 957 4297 
or email 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com  
 
We are very much  
looking forward  
to sharing this with  
you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE IN REVIEW 
Friday 21 June 2024 

Accepted, 
forgiven 

THE evening’s theme was taken 
from the book of Philemon, of the 
New Testament, which basically is 
just a single message from Paul the 
Apostle in a letter to Philemon, 
concerning an escaped slave: by the 
name of Onesimus. 

Paul had ‘adopted’ Onesimus but 
upon realising the former situation 
sought to return him to Philemon, 
and to ask for forgiveness of having 
deprived Philemon of ownership of  
the slave, but to also plead that 
Onesimus be treated no more a slave 
but as an equal, and a brother in 
Christ Jesus instead. 

The discussion group talked of 
several aspects of forgiveness, per-
haps too numerous to include here, 
but the activity group worked on 
figures representing the death of 
Jesus on a cross, who died to have 
our sins forgiven. Several of the 
models were photographed and the 
results are shown below: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

th JULY 6.30PM 
EXPLORING what life with faith 
is all about in an hour of getting  
to know others, through informal 
song, prayer, and discussions, 
followed by refreshments afterwards 
in the Church Room. 
    Come if you know Jesus, come if 
you don’t, let’s grow in footsteps of 
faith together! 

Uganda Trip 
WE ARE hoping to run a trip to 
Uganda from 5–19 November this 
year, to renew existing links,  and  
introduce new people to them. 

Plans are ongoing, but are for one 
group to visit deaneries linked to 
Kingswood and South Glos deanery 
and another group to visit Gulu and 
maybe Nebbi the north.  We intend 
to see Luwero for the Swindon links. 
The trip will end with a short safari 
in the Murchison Falls national park.  

The cost is approx. £2000, and 
flights from Bristol are £500 or so 
but early booking is advisable.  

Another exciting event is the visit 
of the AYF choir from Kampala, 21–
28 November, (after we get back) 
celebrating their 40 years annivers-
ary by touring deaneries, eg: Bristol 
West, Kingswood and South Glos, 
and Swindon. We need to provide 
beds, for the 12 choir members, plus 
transport and food during their stay. 
If you can help with this please do 
be in touch via your Vicar.  

For more details please speak with 
your Vicar in the first instance who 
will ensure you are put in touch 
with us. Thank you.  

Looking forward to having lots of 
responses.   

Ali Rowe & Chris Dobson 
 

WE ARE a friendly and welcoming 
bunch of people at St Stephens 
Church, Soundwell, but friendships 
and welcome don’t have to stop at 
the church door.  

Would you like to forge a friend-
ship and visit someone in their 
home? Or would you welcome a new  
friend, someone you might already 
know from your church, to spend a 
bit of time with you in your home?  

If either of these ideas spark some-
thing in you, take your fancy, or it’s 
for you... whatever it is please be in 
touch!  

Every blessing! 

Jenny Bishop  07 801 989 490 or 
jenannb75@hotmail.com 

Rev Lisa Wigmore 0117 9574 297 
or lisawigmore66@gmail.com 



 

Funerals:  

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 

● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 
 
● Revd Regan Meares  
Curate 
Telephone 07 769 704 270 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone  
0117 956 9796 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 
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JULY CYCLE OF PRAYER  BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK 

 07 Director  
of Music:  
Lin Cooper 

Lisa & Jamie Vural & Amira Mohammed 
Jean Wadsworth 
Mark Walker, Tony Weare 

Wiltshire Place 
Witcombe Close 
Woodchester 
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Our Church Choir Pauline Webb  
Lisa, Paul & Tom Wigmore 
Joan Williams, Becky and Joe Wilson 

Woodland Avenue 
Woodland Way 
Yew Tree Drive 

21 Churchwarden: 
Gill, and the  
teams who assist 

Mary Winrow, Keith Winter  
Susan Woodey  
Gladys Woolford 

Acacia Avenue 
Acacia Close 
Acacia Road 

28 ‘Greeters’ to 
Church 

See and Know Children: 
Ella Bennett, Eziah Bennett 
Gus Bettersworth, Silvie Bettersworth 

Alexandra Close 
Alexandra Gardens 
Alexandra Place 

SUNDAYS:   8am BCP Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
10am Community Worship Service   

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays  
or at any other time by request, so do please ask as necessary. 

WEDNESDAYS:  10am Service of Holy Communion  
 
 
JULY DIARY in advance 

02 Tuesday(s) 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter,  then weekly in Church Room  

03 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub  
  2~4.30pm  Ministry Team Meeting in Church Room 

04 Thursday(s) 7am~10pm POLLING DAY for General Election in Church Room 
  8.30am Men’s Group day trip to Exmouth 
  10~11.45am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 

05 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall (fortnightly)   
   7~9pm Outburst Youth Club in Church Hall 

06 Saturday 2~4pm SUMMER FAYRE in Church & Church Hall and 
   Church grounds; weather permitting 

07 Sunday 10am DEDICATION SERVICE in Church  

08 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

09 Tuesday 9~11am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 
  2.15pm SERVICE at Deerhurst Care Home 
  7pm Archdeacon’s Visitation Malmesbury Abbey 

10 Wednesday 2.30~4pm BIBLE STUDY! In the Church Room 

11 Thursday(s) 2~4pm Ladies Group in Church Hall 

  7.30pm  PCC in Church Room 

13 Saturday 9.30am Bears & Prayers: a celebration of Baptism in the  
   Church Hall 

18 Thursday 2~4pm Men’s Group in Church Room (then fortnightly) 

19 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall (fortnightly)    
  6.30pm FRIDAY  NIGHT  LIVE in Church:  
  informal songs, prayers, discussions, followed by 
   refreshments in the Church Room     

22 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

23 Tuesday  9~11am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

25 Thursday  2~4pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

27 Saturday 9.30~10.30am  Little Church in Church Hall   

AUGUST DIARY in 
02 Friday 1.15~3.45pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Hall (fortnightly)   

06 Tuesday 1.30~3.30pm Knit & Natter,  then weekly in Church Room  

07 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub  

12 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

 
 

  FROM THE REGISTERS     FROM THE REGISTERS   

Funerals: 
SINCE MAY 
● JUNE 25: Ruth Redler (87).  
The celebration of Ruth’s life was held 
at St Stephens Church, Soundwell, 
followed by the farewell at Westerleigh 
Crematorium.  
    Please hold Ruth’s children, Carole 
and Bev; her Grandchildren, Emily, 
Amy, Carly, Daniel, Charlotte and 
Robert; their children, and all of 
Ruth’s family and her many friends in 
your prayers. 

Dial-a- 
SERMON 

Listen to this week’s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 

––––––––––––  OR –––––––––––– 

Click-a- 
SERMON 

Visit our website  
and use the audio link to listen 

on-line: 
http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 


