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Well, they were probably actually 
gentile Arabs, from Arabia – which was 
about 1000 miles away from where Jesus 
was born.   

Although they would have had limited 
knowledge of Judaism, they wouldn’t 
actually have been Jews. Instead, they 
searched for life’s meaning in the stars.  

They were probably Astrologers, which 
is pretty controversial, but deeply signifi-
cant. Because Jesus was visited by Jewish 
shepherds, but also from those outside the 
Jewish tradition.  

This tells us something of the radical 
inclusiveness of the Christmas story. 

Of Hope for those who were near and 
also those who were deemed to be far 
from God. 

 
So why did the wise men visit Jesus? 

From so many miles away?  
Well, from their searching and studying 

of the stars, they saw one in particular: a 
unique phenomenon in the sky and some-
how this told them that they were going 
to find the ‘King of the Jews’. As we think 
about the journey of the wise men, or the 
Magi (pronounced May-J-eye) as they are 
also called, their story is fascinating. 

Continued overleaf> 

DURING Advent at the very many Carol 
Services it has been my joy and delight to 
be part of – whether in Church, in Schools 
or at Care Home and other places – this 
was often one of the carols that we sung.  

In the school, besides singing it, we had 
three kings wearing crowns and very posh 
looking capes, and carrying gold packages, 
as well as some unusual camel costumes! 

But how does that carol compare with the 
story that actually happened? 

Well, the reality is, that we don’t really 
know how many kings there were, we 
don’t even know whether they were kings 
– the Bible describes them as ‘wise men’.  

And the picture that is painted of them is 
actually quite mysterious. 

So who were they?   
Who were the three wise men? 
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New Year! 

KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN! 

 E THREE KINGS  
of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar; 
field and fountain,  

moor andmountain,  
following yonder star.  
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And, actually there is much that 
they can teach us.  

First of all, we can learn from their 
searching and their following: 
Astrology, 2000 years ago, was quite 
different from astrology today – it 
was quite a sophisticated science, and 
these men studied the stars.   

And this was a star that actually 
moved! And stars don’t move.  

So, the Wise men knew instinctive-
ly that this star was worth following. 
And follow they did. Their journey 
would have taken them over 1000 
miles, the equivalent would be from 
Manchester to Southern Italy. And 
this would have probably been by 
foot or by camel! 

By the time they reached the Christ 
Child, it is thought that Jesus would 
actually have been 2–3 years old.  

I wonder what that journey would 
have involved–a journey into the un-
known, but instinctively knowing 
there was something, someone 
amazing at the end of it.  

This was a journey that took a very 
long time. Sometimes we find our-
selves searching for answers, search-
ing for God, and that can sometimes 
take a very long time and a great deal 
of perseverance. But the promise of 
God is, that when we seek him with 
all our heart, we will find him and he 
will answer us.   

So, we can learn from the wise men 
by their searching and their 
following.  

The second example they show us 
is about worship and their devotion.  

The ‘Proclaimers’ penned a song 
about a hypothetical 1000-mile 
journey:  

“Now I would walk 500 miles, and I 
would walk 500 more. To be the man 
who walks a thousand miles to fall down 
at your door?” 

In the Bible story that tells of the 
Wise Men, we read that when they 
saw the child they, a bit like the 
Proclaimers, fell down, but not of 
exhaustion, they bowed down to 
worship.  

The Hope of the Wise Men  
< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

I wonder if they felt their deepest 
hopes being fulfilled as they gazed 
upon the Christ-child? I like to think 
it did. 

And then they opened up their 
treasures. Which means they must 
have packed gold, frankincense and 
myrrh to bring with them – gold was 
mined and frankincense and myrrh 
were grown in their home country.  

They didn’t have the luxury of 
nipping to ASDA on their way to get 
a babygrow and a card and some 
bubble bath for Mary. They came 
pre-pared with their gifts, and they 
had carried those gifts all that way.   

—— 
THIS is all very challenging – what 
would that kind of devotion and 
preparation look like for us, here in 
Soundwell at the turn of 2024-25?   

Thirdly: Can we learn from their 
openness and obedience?   

The Wise Men were warned in a 
dream to go back another route.   

Sometimes if we’re going on a 
journey or a walk in an unknown 
place, the journey back is always 
quicker and easier than the journey 
there, because of being more familiar 
with the territory.  

But the Wise Men were told in a 
dream that this was a bad idea, so, 
they obeyed the dream and went 
back another route, avoiding Herod.   
I wonder if any of us have hunches, 
or promptings of the Holy Spirit, 
and if so what do we do with them?  

I wonder how in tune we are to the 
Spirit, and whether we can recognise 
and hear God’s voice in the quiet?  

We live in a noisy world, a world 
that pulls us in all kinds of direct-
ions – a world where we have to be 
very intentional if we want to live 
life differently to the social norms.  

There’s a challenge for me there – 
to take time out to listen to God, 
listen to myself, and to invite God to 
speak to me and to be prepared to 
listen and obey... even if what he is 
asking is hard, or isn’t in line with 
what I want to do, or if it doesn’t 
seem to make sense.  

How open are you to being 
challenged by God? 

PAGE 2  OPEN SPACE 

Parish  
Safeguarding 
Officers 
Peter Robbins is stepping down 
from his role of Parish Safeguarding 
Officer, so we are looking for two 
people to continue this essential 
Safeguarding work.  

One role is for a Parish Safeguard-
ing Officer (PSO) plus an Assistant 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (APSO). 

Between them they involve deal-
ing with administrative and other 
tasks associated with making sure 
we are doing the very best we can to 
look after each other, especially 
children and vulnerable adults in 
our community. 

There is some computer and 
paper work involved for which full 
training is available.  

The roles will start as soon as 
possible and Peter will be around to 
help during the transition period. 

For further information and Role 
Descriptions please contact Peter or 
Lisa. 

As we each stand on the precipice 
of 2025, may the Wise Men be our 
examples, so that we each: 

● Intentionally search for and 
follow Jesus. 

● We worship and adore him with 
every aspect of our lives. 

● We are open and obedient to 
God’s nudges through the Holy 
Spirit – whether God chooses to do 
this by using own thoughts, the 
voice of someone else, or through 
his wonderful God-incidences. 

May Jesus be the source of our hope 
in 2025.  Lisa 



     

Readings  
& Collects 
 
SUNDAY 05 JANUARY  
Epiphany 
Isaiah 60:1–6;  Psalm  72:1–15 
Ephesians 3:1–12;  Matthew 2:1–12 

CREATOR of the heavens, who led 
the Magi by a star to worship the 
Christ-child: guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY  12  JANUARY 
Baptism of Christ 
Isaiah 43:1–7; Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14–17; Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 

HEAVENLY FATHER, at the 
Jordan you revealed Jesus as your 
Son: may we recognize him as our 
Lord and know ourselves to be your 
beloved cildren; through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 19 JANUARY 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1–5; Psalm 36:5–10 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11; John 2:1–11 

ETERNAL LORD, our beginning 
and our end: bring us with the 
whole creation to your glory, hidden 
through past ages and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 26 JANUARY 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10; Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a;  
Luke 4:14–21 

GOD of all mercy, your Son pro-
claimed good news to the poor,  
release to the captives, and freedom 
to the oppressed: anoint us with 
your Holy Spirit and set all your 
people free to praise you in Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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DO YOU have any questions??  
Big ones, small ones, and the ones 
in-between We’d love to hear 
them!!! 

AT THE Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), last year, there 
was a great suggestion about having 
a ‘Box for Questions’.  

While this was suggested in 
relation to questions for that specific 
meeting each year, we, your 
Ministry Team, pondered making it 
more than that.  

Rather than storing up any 
thoughts, ideas or questions you 
have for that one time in the year, I 
encouraged you to share them with 
me at any time.  

But we wondered if a box to collect 
your thoughts, ideas or questions in, 
might be more helpful. 

So, it is now in situ at the back of  
church for: 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’.  

 
Please do write down anything 

you would like to share, and we will 
respond, either here in Open Space, 
or to you personally, whichever you 
prefer.  

You can make your request anony-
mously or leave your name and pre-
ferred contact details, the choice will 
be yours!  

However, if you’d rather not write 
your thoughts down on paper, but  
prefer to email, then my email 
address is 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com or you 
can telephone me on 0117 957 4297. 

Please, please do share your 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’ 
with us throughout the year, because 
they are, just like you, important to 
God and to us!  

Thank you. Lisa 
 

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

Bible Chat 
2.30PM in the Church Room   

(2pm for a cuppa!)  

FORTNIGHTLY:  
 &  JANUARY 

 &  FEBRUARY 
 &  MARCH 

THERE has been a question 
received;  about the date of the 
Memorial Service in November.  
   This will be discussed at the next 
Ministry Team meeting in January 
and a response issued in February’s 
Open Space. 

QUESTIONS... & ANSWERS! 
 

5th 



  

  

I HAVE a friend who is a prolific Christian author 
and mime artist. His name is Dave Hopwood.  

Each week he sends encouraging, challenging and insightful 
thoughts to his wide range of followers.  

A short while ago, among his Christmas thoughts was a 
poem about HOPE.  

These verses resonated with our Christmas theme at  
St Stephens on Hope. Hope is a strange word with many 
shades of meaning.  

Hope can be trivial, hoping that it doesn’t rain on my way 
home from Church. Alternatively hope can be emotionally 
charged with a deep sense of anguish, hoping for a good out-
come from a medical intervention, or watching and waiting, 
desperately looking and longing for signs of hope.  

Whatever our experience of hope, we really need to hang 
on to it, as a light at the end of the tunnel of life’s problems 
or even at life’s final destination.  

For me true hope means nothing without the One who has 
all the resources of heaven to fulfil hope’s promise – Jesus 
Himself. 

Read how Dave Hopwood speaks about HOPE, because he 
says it much better than me, and he is so encouraging!  

Sandy 
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HOPE by Dave Hopwood 

Hope takes us to another place, lifts us from the 
inside out. 

Gives us clarity though the times are difficult. 
Gives us strength for another step, helps us take 

one moment at a time. 

Hope changes our perspective, a gift from future 
days for the present, a profound and uplifting 
currency, 

A reason for going on and a bright signpost 
amongst the clouds. 

Hope is a foretaste of the future now, a promise we 
can cling to, when the storms gather once more. 

Hope rests in the hands of One who is full of 
promise, offered to us for the good days and the 
bad. 

A Hope given birth in a stable night, 
Reaching out through the shadows of a hillside 

cross, and the rising dawn of a garden tomb, 
Hope that understands our trouble and pain, 

and offers us a way through this, 
And the promise of a better day. 
 
 

HOPE 

9am 11.30
TUESDAY

JANUARY
Conversation, free snacks & refreshments 

ALL ARE ELCOME!* 
(Please note under 17s must be accompanied by an adult) 

* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM  

 

Booking information:  
Tickets available online at  
www.ststephensdramabristol.co.uk 

or phone the Box office: 0333 666 3366  
or try scanning the QR code at left or the 
one on the poster in the Church Hall 
 

Dial-a-SERMON 
Listen to this week’s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 
–––––––––––––––––––  OR ––––––––––––––––––– 

Click-a-SERMON 
Visit our website and use the  
audio link to listen on-line 
http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 

http://www.ststephensdramabristol.co.uk/
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In review 

ur hristmas ayre in review A Thank you! 
RECEIVED from the Community 
of the Sisters of the Church: 
 
Dear Lorraine (Sanderson): 

Thank you very much for the 
donation of £1178 received towards 
our Christmas Appeal. 

We look forward to giving out our 
Christmas parcels in the week before 
Christmas.  

We are so appreciative of all who 
have contributed to this cause from 
the people of St Stephens, every 
donation is much valued. 

Your on-going prayers for both 
our ministry and those we serve are 
much appreciated. 

With love, thanks and all good 
wishes for the coming season. 

Revd Sr Teresa Mary 
Sister in Charge 

WE ARE a friendly and welcoming 
bunch of people at St Stephens 
Church, Soundwell, but friendships 
and welcome don’t have to stop at 
the church door.  

Would you like to 
forge a friendship 
and visit someone 
in their home?  
Or would you like 
to welcome a new  

friend, someone you might already 
know from your church, to spend a 
bit of time with you in your home?  

If either of these ideas spark some-
thing in you, take your fancy, or it’s 
for you... whatever it is please be in 
touch!  

Jenny Bishop  07 801 989 490 or 
jenannb75@hotmail.com 

Rev Lisa Wigmore 0117 9574 297 
or lisawigmore66@gmail.com 

THE night before the Fayre, the weather 
forecast was for high winds – being the tail 
end of Storm Darragh, but the attendance 
at the Fayre was really good considering! 
Proceeds of the day amounted to £1800+ 
towards Church Funds and so well done to 
everyone who took part before, during or 
after the event. 
    The photos were taken by Riley Clarke 
who had his camera with him on the day! 
   Gosh, Father Christmas attended too!! 
And the band played on… 



  

 

 
 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 
● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 

● Revd Regan Meares  
Curate 
Telephone 07 769 704 270 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone 0117 956 9796 

● Lin Cooper  Director of Music 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer 
Telephone 0117 940 1829 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 
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JANUARY CYCLE OF PRAYER   BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK 

 05 Church 
Musicians 

Jan and Dave Parker, Suzanne Parker 
Tim, Olivia & Sophie Parker 
Stephanie, Jacob, Tommy & Finley Pascoe 

Nympsfield  
Peartree Lane 
Pembroke Road 

12 

 

Young people’s 
uniformed 
organisations 

Wayne, Rosie, Annie-Mae & Joseph Pearce 
Trish Phipps  
Ollie, Jaime, Ottilie & Rupert Phipps 

Penny Lane 
Phoenix Grove 
Pinewood 

19 Trinity 
Theological 
College 

Malcolm & Pat Pullin, Dot Randall 
Nicola, Andy, Amelia & Erin Read  
Sarah, Mark, Damien & Lauren Reid 

Pool Road 
Portland Court 
Portland Place 

26 Children’s 
Society 

Colin and Tessa Rice  
Peter Robbins, Monica Robinson 
Sandra Rosser  

Portland Street 
Pound Road 
Prospect Crescent 

SUNDAYS:   8am BCP Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
10am Community Worship Service   

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays  
 

WEDNESDAYS:  10am Service of Holy Communion 08 January onwards  
 
 

  FROM THE REGISTERS   ● Session 1: February 17th 

Everyone talking Jesus 
Who exactly? And what? 

● Session 2: February 24th 

What motivates us? 
We’re all different. 

● Session 3: March 2nd 

Living Distinctively 
What kind of relationships does 

God call us to? 

● Session 4: March 9th 
Our story 

Who WE are. 

● Session 5: March 16th  
God’s story 

Who GOD is. 

● Session 6: March 23rd  
Go on talking Jesus  
The importance of personal 
invitations. 

DO contact Lisa if you have 
any questions, tel: 0117 957 4297 
or email 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com  
 
We are very much  
looking forward  
to sharing this with  
you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 
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you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 

 
 

  FROM THE REGISTERS   

SINCE NOVEMBER 

Funerals: 
● DECEMBER 12: Norman Ernest Sharp 
(87). The celebration of Norman’s life 
was held at St Stephens Church, 
Soundwell. 

Please hold Marlene, Richard, Julie, 
Robert, the wider family and Norman’s 
friends in your prayers. 

● DECEMBER 20: Rosaline (Rosa) 
Elizabeth Brewer (97). The celebration 
of Rosa’s life was held at South Bristol 
Crematorium. 

Please hold in your prayers the many 
for whom Auntie Rosa was so very 
special, family, friends and neighbours. 

 

 

text 

JANUARY DIARY in a 

NB: please be aware of groups being in recess during New Year week:  

NO Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub (resume in February), 
NO Wednesday Communion  on 01 January (resume 08 January), 
NO See & Know until 09 January. E&OE. 

02 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room (then fortnightly) 

07 Tuesday 2pm Knit & Natter in Church Room (weekly) 

09 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time)   

13 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

14 Tuesday 9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 
  2.15pm  Deerhurst Service - Epiphany 
    7.30pm PCC in Church Room 

15 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

16 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room (next date in Feb) 

17 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Room 
  6.30pm  FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church 

18 Saturday 9am Baptism Prep in Church 

23 Thursday 2pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

27 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

28 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

29 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

30 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm NO Men’s Group (because of the Pantomime!) 

Thurs~Saturday 7.30pm  St Stephens Drama Group present: 
   A traditional family Pantomime entitled 
   BEAUTY & THE BEAST (see advert on page 4) 

31 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Room 

FEBRUARY DIARY in 

04 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter Church Room (then weekly) 

05 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company resumes at Turnpike Pub 

06 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
  2pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

07 Friday 7pm OUTBURST Youth Club in Church Hall 

10 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

11 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

12 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 


