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KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN! 

LOVE 
It tells us to love because God loved us 

first and God’s love is unconditional – 
that love doesn’t care who we are, what we 
look like, what we have done, whether we 
are rich or poor or have a GSOH (good 
sense of humour)... it is never-ending and 
we can never do anything to earn it, or 
anything that will stop it. 

———  ——— 

FOR CHRISTIANS, we are asked to share 
that love, to pass it on and follow God’s 
example. That’s not easy, and we often fail 
as we are human, not divine.  

If you find it hard to love, or feel you fail 
at times the passage below helps us with 
some instructions. And... by also being 
reminded just how much we are loved by 
the one who will never stop loving us, can 
make loving others and ourselves a bit 
easier. 
 LOVE is patient; love is kind; love is 

not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way;  
it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the 
truth.  

It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  

1 CORINTHIANS 13:4−7. 

 
MAY YOU know just how much you are 
loved – by Jesus of course, and by the 
people within this church community!  

Our response??  
To share that love with everyone you meet. 

With all my love;  
Lisa xx 

FEBRUARY b ings hea t shapes 
eve ywhe e – ca ds, sweets, 
ornaments, cushions; I’ve even 
seen hea t shaped c umpets.  

St. Valentine, has become the patron saint 
of love and around his festival on the 14th 
we are inundated with symbols of love 
everywhere. Of course, once the 15th 
arrives all those symbols will have been 
eaten, recycled, discarded, or perhaps put 
away as keepsakes – and the remainder in 
the shops will be sold off at a discount. 

———  ——— 

ROMANTIC love is a wonderful thing 
while it lasts, and can be the foundation 
for lasting, mutual care and relationships, 
but like the cards and gifts, chocolate and 
crumpets, it is often soon gone or sold 
cheap.  

But love is very important: the love of 
family, friends, neighbours, all human-
kind, as individuals, as groups, love for 
creation, for all life on our planet, and for 
ourselves.  

Without love, which gives us a focus, a 
passion, and a reason to act positively for 
others, we would miss out on so much that 
is good in our lives.  

Real love isn’t cheap, easy, or disposable, 
it’s not always shiny or fluffy or tasty;  
it can be difficult, unrewarding, costly, un-
relenting – but as the song says, it’s what 
makes the world go round. 

———  ——— 

THE BIBLE has much to say about love – 
asking us to love one another, to love God 
and to love ourselves.  



  

   

 
 

 

 

PAGE 2  OPEN SPACE 

Hello everyone!  
Here is a montage of photos taken at a 
few of our Christmas Services of 2024.  

May your Hope be in Jesus always… 
may He be your joy and your reason for 
being!  

Remember that He loves each of us, 
and all creation, with an outrageous 
and never-ending love...  

Gosh−Jesus sure is the Hope of the 
World! 

 

Celebrating Hope in Jesus  
 

DURING CHRISTMAS 2024  
 



     
 Readings  

& Collects 
 
SUNDAY 02 FEBRUARY  
Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple 
Malachi 3:1–5;  Psalm 24:1–end 
Hebrews 2:14–end;  Luke 2:22–40 

LORD JESUS CHRIST, light of the 
nations and glory of Israel: make 
your home among us, and present 
us pure and holy to your heavenly 
Father, your God, and our God. 
Amen. 
 
SUNDAY  09  FEBRUARY 
4th Sunday before Lent 
Isaiah 6:1–8; Psalm 138 
I Corinthians 15:1–11; Luke 5:1–11  

LORD of the hosts of heaven, our 
salvation and our strength, without 
you we are lost: guard us from all 
that harms or hurts and raise us 
when we fall; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 16 FEBRUARY 
3rd Sunday before Lent 
Jeremiah 17:5–10; Psalm 1 
1 Corinthians 15:12–20;  
Luke 6:17–26 

ETERNAL GOD, whose Son went 
among the crowds and brought 
healing with his touch: help us to 
show his love, in your Church as 
we gather together, and by our lives 
as they are transformed into the 
image of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SUNDAY 23 FEBRUARY 
2nd Sunday before Lent 
Genesis 2:4b–9, 15–end; Psalm 65 
Revelation 4:   Luke 8:22–25 

ALMIGHTY GOD, give us 
reverence for all creation and respect 
for every person, that we may mirror 
your likeness in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON  

Bible Chat 
2.30PM in the Church Room   

(2pm for a cuppa!)  

FORTNIGHTLY:  
 &  FEBRUARY 

 &  MARCH 

The GANGSHOW tickets can be 
ordered either by phone or email: 

e-mail: 
Kristine.lockwood@blueyonder.co.uk 

Phone: 0117 909 6400 (after 6pm). 
Please state what night you wish to 
attend and how many tickets required.  

(If your child is performing within the scouting 
section and they wish to watch the rest of the 
show they WILL require their own ticket). 

 

mailto:Kristine.lockwood@blueyonder.co.uk
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text.  

text  

Parish  
Safeguarding 
Officers 
Peter Robbins is stepping down 
from his role of Parish Safeguarding 
Officer, so we are looking for two 
people to continue this essential 
Safeguarding work.  

One role is for a Parish Safeguard-
ing Officer (PSO) plus an Assistant 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (APSO). 

Between them they involve deal-
ing with administrative and other 
tasks associated with making sure 
we are doing the very best we can to 
look after each other, especially 
children and vulnerable adults in 
our community. 

There is some computer and 
paper work involved for which full 
training is available.  

The roles will start as soon as 
possible and Peter will be around to 
help during the transition period. 

For further information and Role 
Descriptions please contact Peter or 
Lisa. 

WE also look forward to seeing 
you again on  February! 

Please note that under 17s must be 
accompanied by an adult). 

* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM  

9 to 11.30am 

SISTERS OF  
THE CHURCH 
St Stephens have supported the 
Sisters of the Church for many years 
and this was instigated by myself 
and my very dear friend Shirley 
Bennett, who is sadly no longer with 
us. We shared a passion for helping 
those less fortunate than ourselves 
and I have fond memories of giving 
out food parcels at the Sisters on a 
Sunday afternoon with Shirley. 

Our Church family have always 
been very generous and I am so very 
grateful for all your donations.  

In the church porch there is a 
large wooden box to accept these 
donations of food and other items. 
But I need your help.  

I am no longer able to take the 
donations to the Sisters, because of  
a change of their opening times: 
Monday to Wednesday, 10am−12 
noon, and so therefore I am asking 
for volunteers who would be able to 
check the box every 3 – 4 months 
and take the donations to the 
Sisters, who are based on Ashley 
Road, in St Paul’s. 

If you think you would be able to 
help with this, please let myself or  
Lisa know. Thank you!  

Julie Fudge 

 

DO YOU have any questions??  
Big ones, small ones, and the ones 
in-between We’d love to hear 
them!!! 

AT THE Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting (APCM), last year, there 
was a great suggestion about having 
a ‘Box for Questions’.  

While this was suggested in relation 
to questions for that specific meeting 
each year, we, your Ministry Team, 
pondered making it more than that.  

Rather than storing up thoughts, 
ideas or questions you have for that 
one time in the year, I encouraged you 
to share them with me at any time.  

But we wondered if a box to collect 
your thoughts, ideas or questions in, 
might be more helpful. So, it is now in 
situ at the back of  church for: 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’.  

Please write down anything you 
would like to share, and we will 
respond, either in Open Space, or to 
you personally, whichever you prefer.  

You can make your request anony-
mously or leave your name and pre-
ferred contact details, the choice will 
be yours!  

However, if you’d rather not write 
your thoughts down on paper, but  
prefer to email, then my email address 
is lisawigmore66@gmail.com or you 
can telephone me on 0117 957 4297. 

Please, please do share your 
‘Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’ with 
us throughout the year, because they 
are, just like you, important to God 
and to us!  

Thank you. Lisa 
 

THE QUESTION ASKED: 
About: Memorial Service  

   MY experience was spoilt this year by 
the noise of fireworks going off outside 
church during the proceedings and so I 
ask if next year, can the Memorial 
Service be brought forward into say mid 
October, which would avoid clashing with 
Guy Fawkes ‘season’ which seems to last 
for over a week, several days before and 
after 5th November. 
   Actually, an October date would occur 
before the clocks go back and this would 
not be so dark of the evening. 

 

QUESTION  ANSWERED:   

YOUR Ministry Team pondered the 
question and these were their thoughts: 
   The Memorial Service is held on that 
date in November as it is the church’s 
celebration and remembrance of All 
Souls at that time. With Remembrance 
Sunday following closely behind, it 
allows us a season of ‘remembering’.  
   So, a very good reason for the chosen 
date. Due to its popularity, we also hold 
a Memorial Service in the Spring, to 
enable more folk to remember their 
loved ones. This is not in ‘remembering 
season’, so a precedent for an 
alternative date. 
   Some didn’t feel the fireworks were  
a distraction to them, others noticed 
them a lot. 
   As you can see there were differing 
opinions within the ministry team, so, as 
this has been requested of us, and there 
is a precedent/good reason to make a 
change, we will plan for the Autumn 
Memorial Service to be held on Sunday 
19th October this year. 
   Thank you for your question!  
Please do ask yours by writing it down 
and popping it in the Suggestion Box on 
the font at the rear of church! 

   Lisa 

QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS! 
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In review Text 
 

WE ARE a friendly and welcoming 
bunch of people at St Stephens 
Church, Soundwell, but friendships 
and welcome don’t have to stop at 
the church door.  

Would you like to 
forge a friendship 
and visit someone 
in their home?  
Or would you like 
to welcome a new  

friend, someone you might already 
know from your church, to spend a 
bit of time with you in your home?  

If either of these ideas spark some-
thing in you, take your fancy, or it’s 
for you... whatever it is please be in 
touch!  

Jenny Bishop  07 801 989 490 or 
jenannb75@hotmail.com 

Rev Lisa Wigmore 0117 9574 297 
or lisawigmore66@gmail.com 

th FEBRUARY 
6.30PM 

In Church 

AM WEDNESDAY  
th FEBRUARY   
at the Turnpike  

on Soundwell Road. 
A time to be, be known,  

and be together! 

HERE IS the list of the people who 
chose to write just a card to all our 
‘Church family’ which was then 
displayed in church. 

GWEN AND DEREK BEEK 
ROSEMARY BOULTON 
JAN AND BILL BROOKSHAW 
SUE CLEMENTS AND DAVE 
LIN AND SANDY COOPER 
MARLENE CREWE,  MARGARET DODGE 
JOYCE AND GEOFF HARRIS 
SUE AND MARTYN HUMPHREY AND ELIZA 
JAN JOHNS,  LINDA KRAUSE  
ANITA LEAKEY,  GILL MAYO 
JULIA AND JIM MERRIFIELD 
CAROL AND CLIVE MILLARD 
GILL AND GORDON OGBORNE 
DAVID PACKE,  JAN AND DAVE PARKER 
SUZANNE PARKER 
TIM, OLIVIA AND SOPHIE PARKER 
TRISH PHIPPS AND KEITH WINTER 
GILL AND KEN TIZZARD 
LISA, PAUL AND TOM WIGMORE 

 

Youth Church  
I HELP out and have just become a 
leader at St Stephens Youth Church 
and I’m often asked ‘What’s that!?’  
So, I explain that Youth Church is a 
friendly welcoming space for younger 
people to explore their Christian faith, 
learn about God and the Bible, in a 
way that suits their age, and to grow 
knowing Jesus.  

We do this by telling and showing 
videos of Bible stories, making craft 
items, playing games and lots of other 
activities, which help the children and 
young adults grow spiritually.  

They often ask questions about their 
faith... and while we don’t always have 
the right answers−if there is a right 
answer to questions on faith− I do 
believe since helping out at Youth 
Church, I’ve become more confident 
in myself, and strengthened my own 
beliefs and faith in God and given me 
the courage to ask my own questions. 

If anyone reading this article thinks 
they can help out occasionally and make 
a difference in the lives of our young 
people by supporting what we do, then 
please come and join us.  

You’ll be helping to plant seeds of 
faith and encourage our young people 
to enjoy church and grow in faith, 
love and purpose.  

Feel free to come along any Sunday 
to see what we do. To find out more, 
please ask me, or Peter, Regan or Lisa.  

Thank you. Dawn xx 

COFFEE/CHAT 
& COMPANY 

IN ST STEPHENS CHURCH HALL 

Entry by pre-purchased 
ticket only 

ADULT £6 CHILDREN £3 
Available from Jan Brookshaw 

telephone: 07 854 041 046  
or Ruth Crosby: 07 548 907 359 

Please obtain tickets by 21st February 
IN AID OF THE CHURCH FLOWER FUND 



  

 

 
 

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL 
● Revd Lisa Wigmore  
Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street 
Soundwell, Bristol  BS16 4RF  
Telephone 0117 957 4297 

● Revd Regan Meares  
Curate 
Telephone 07 769 704 270 

● Revd Sandy Cooper  
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst 
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Peter Robbins  
Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT 
Telephone 0117 967 9576 

● Gill Mayo 
Church Warden 
Telephone 0117 956 9796 

● Lin Cooper  Director of Music 
Telephone 0117 967 2621 

● Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer 
Telephone 0117 940 1829 

worship and encouragement,  
 

 

Celebration 

Evening 

with BISHOP MIKE, 

A COMMUNION, 

and the No Limits! Band 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 6.30−8.30PM 
Refreshment interval included 

A GREAT evening of fellowship, 

worship and encouragement,  

so don’t miss out – 

BE THERE! 

PAGE 6 OPEN SPACE  

FEBRUARY CYCLE OF PRAYER   BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK 

 

  FROM THE REGISTERS   ● Session 1: February 17th 

Everyone talking Jesus 
Who exactly? And what? 

● Session 2: February 24th 

What motivates us? 
We’re all different. 

● Session 3: March 2nd 

Living Distinctively 
What kind of relationships does 

God call us to? 

● Session 4: March 9th 
Our story 

Who WE are. 

● Session 5: March 16th  
God’s story 

Who GOD is. 

● Session 6: March 23rd  
Go on talking Jesus  
The importance of personal 
invitations. 

DO contact Lisa if you have 
any questions, tel: 0117 957 4297 
or email 
lisawigmore66@gmail.com  
 
We are very much  
looking forward  
to sharing this with  
you as our 2024 
Lenten project. 
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  FROM THE REGISTERS   

SINCE DECEMBER 

Funerals: 
● DECEMBER 30: Sheila Wiltshire (84) 

The Celebration of Sheila’s life was 
held at Westerleigh Crematorium. 

Please hold Sheila’s son, Steve, and all 
their family and many friends in your 
prayers. 

 

● JANUARY 09: Doris Lavinia Bragg 
‘Lyn’ (74) 

The Celebration of Lyn’s life was held 
at Westerleigh Crematorium.  

Please hold Lyn’s husband, Ken, their 
sons, Mark and Leigh, and all Lyn’s 
family and her many friends in your 
prayers. your prayers the many for 
whom Auntie Rosa was so very special, 
family, friends and neighbours. 

 

 

text 

FEBRUARY DIARY in a 

04 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter Church Room (then weekly) 

05 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company resumes at Turnpike Pub 

06 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
  2pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

07 Friday 7pm OUTBURST Youth Club in Church Hall 

10 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

11 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

12 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

13 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm NO Men’s Group (next date 27 Feb) 

14 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Room 

  6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE  in Church 

20 Thursday 2pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

  7.30pm 37th Kingswood Scout’s GANG SHOW! 
   Thursday to Saturday. See advert on page 3 

24 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

25 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

26 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

27 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room 

28 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in Church Room 

MARCH DIARY in 

01 Saturday 2-4pm Afternoon Tea & music in the Church Hall 
   Entry by ticket purchase. See advert Page 5 

04 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter Church Room (then weekly) 

05 Wednesday 11am   Coffee/Chat/Company resumes at Turnpike Pub 

06 Thursday 10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time) 
  2pm Ladies Group in Church Hall (then fortnightly) 

07 Friday 7pm OUTBURST Youth Club in Church Hall 

10 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for 
   Dementia sufferers and their carers 

11 Tuesday  9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room 

12 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room 

13 Thursday 1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room 

 

 

02 Emmaus  
Bristol 

Kerrie, Kevin, Kaiden, Kester & Kolby Rowland 
Lorraine and Paul Sanderson 
Marianne Saunders, Anne Scott 

Randall Close 
Riviera Crescent 
Rodway View 

09 

 

Sisters of  
the Church 

Jayne, Chris & Phoebe Selway 
Carolyn, Martin, Abbi & Jess Smith 
Margaret Stawte, Marlene Stone 

Rose Oak Gardens 
Rudge Close 
Seymour Road 

16 Bristol  
Soup Run 

Nick Stott, Debbie & family 
Greta Summerill, Pat and Martyn Talbot 
Roy Tanner, Rita Thorne 

Sherbourne Close 
Soundwell Road 
Spring Hill 

23 The   
125 Project 

Christine Tippett, Vanessa and Nick Tippett 
Ken and Gill Tizzard 
Wayne and Nick Topps, Stuart Tucker 

St Clements Court 
St Martins Court 
St Stephens Close 

SUNDAYS:   8am BCP Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. 
10am Community Worship Service   

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays  
 

WEDNESDAYS:  10am Service of Holy Communion 

 

Dial-a- 
SERMON 

Listen to this week’s Sermon 
on your phone: 

(Cost is the same as a local call) 
––––––––––––  OR –––––––––––– 

Click-a- 
SERMON 
Visit our website and use the  
audio link to listen on-line 

http://saintstephensoundwell.org 

 


