eniSpace

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN!

Christmas Hope

BECAUSE we are made in God’s
image, we are hardwired for hope.
You and | are always putting our
hope in something.

IF YOU listen, you will realise that we
communicate with the language of hope
all the time.

“I hope it doesn’t rain today.”

“I hope she isn’t mad at me.”

“I hope I can do what I promised.”

“I hope they win the championship.”

“I hope they can get along for once.”

“I hope this sickness isn’t something
serious.”

“I hope when I get home, there will be
something to eat.”

“I hope I can do something worthwhile
with my life.”

“I hope what I've believed proves to be
true.”

I AM persuaded that the language of hope
is on our lips so much because we live in a
world where hope seems temporary or is
often dashed. In our work, in our families,
as citizens, and in our own personal lives
we all deal with so much broken hope.

I’s not unusual for the thing in which
we willingly placed our hope to fail us.

In fact, we get to the place where we’re
afraid to hope anymore, because we’re sure
we’ll be disappointed once again. But we
can’t stop hoping, because God created our
lives to be propelled and directed by hope,
and he meant our capacity for hope to
drive us to Him.

Here’s one of the things that I love about
the Advent season and the Christmas
story. If you look and listen carefully, this
season will remind you where true hope is
to be found.

That freshly cut Christmas tree, with its
beautiful pine aroma, should remind you
that you can’t put your hope in created
things. Like everything in creation, the
beauty of that tree will fade. It’s inevitable
that you’ll find yourself dragging a dry
tree to the curb, leaving a trail of dried-
out pine needles behind you.

People you celebrate with can’t be your
source of hope either because, if you know
them well, you know they are flawed and
have character defects, just like you.

Even ‘Christmastime’ joy can’t deliver,
because we all know that when the season
is over, we all return to the realities of the
world we live in.

The Vertical Perspective...

The Christmas story reminds us that
hope will never be found if you look
horizontally, if you look around and about
you. True hope is found only when you
look for it vertically.

It’s not enough to say that God gives us
hope. What the Christmas story declares
to us is that God is hope. And that hope is
attached to two glorious aspects of his
character. First, God is perfectly holy in
every way. It is the holiness of God that
causes him to be intolerant of sin.
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Christmas Hope

< CONTINUED FROM PAGE I

If he wasn’t, then there would have
been no cross and no hope of
salvation for us sinners.

But there is more. God is not just
perfectly holy, he is also bountifully
loving. Because he is bountiful in
love, he didn’t turn his back or wipe
out sinful humanity forever, but he
lovingly gifted us with his Son to
provide rescue, forgiveness, transfor-
mation, freedom and ultimately hope.
Jesus came to earth at Christmas, to
die on a cross for us.

WOW!! Re-read that last sentence
will you please?!?

Sometimes we say it, or hear it so
glibly... but take it in... He was born
for you! He chose to die for you!!

So that you can be forgiven, set free
and experience His love, today and
through-out eternity!

God in Jesus is your only source for
steady, unshakeable, eternal hope.

A Foundation of Hopelessness

I have been suggesting, as you
might well expect, that true hope is
only ever found vertically, but there
is something I need to add.

True hope won’t be found without
looking within yourself.

You may be thinking, “How can
I be to myself the hope that I need?
Isn’t that contradictory?”

Well, if true hope is found in
under-standing who God is, the
pathway to that hope is found in
admitting who we are.

You will never seek the vertical
hope that only God can give, if you
don’t first confess that you are a
sinner.

I’s only when you humbly admit
your wrongs to him every day, that
you will reach out for God’s forgive-
ness and his transforming power.
THE Christmas story reminds us
that hopelessness is the only door-
way to true and eternal hope.

It’s only when you give up on you,
or being the one in control, that you
seek and celebrate what God, in holy
love, offers you in the person and
work of his Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ.

It’s like an intentional handing the
reigns over or jumping out of the
driving seat every day... and letting
Jesus lead the way.

It’s true that hope isn’t a thing; it’s
a person, and his name is Emmanuel
— God with us.

Celebrate JESUS, celebrate HOPE
this Christmas.

Lisa

ALTAR
FLOWERS

THE Flower Ladies would like
to thank everyone who pays for
the Altar flowers each week.

We are revising the list for 2025
so if anyone wishes to come off
of the list or would like to have

a slot ON the list,
please let me know in person or
by telephone 0117 956 64 847.

We cannot always give you the
date you require but will try
to get as close as we can!

There are always spaces on
the Lectern list for flower
sponsorship.
Joyce Harris

Parish
Safeguarding
Officers

COULD YOU be one of our
two new Parish Safeguarding
Officers (PSOs)?

Sarah and Peter are stepping
down from being our current
PSOs, so we need to find two
people to replace them to do this
vital work to keep St Stephens a
safe and happy place in which to
worship and be part of our lively
community.

We need a Parish Safeguarding
Officer and also an Assistant,
both of which are voluntary part
time posts.

Please speak to Peter Robbins
or Lisa the Vicar as soon as
possible to apply for these posts,
as we are hoping to make the
appointments within the next
few weeks in order to start in the
New Year.

Full support and training will
be given to you in these import-
ant and rewarding roles.
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Readings
& Collects

SUNDAY 0l DECEMBER
Ist Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14—16; Psalm 25:1-9
| Thessalonians 3:9—end;

Luke 21:25-36

ALMIGHTY GOD, as your
kingdom dawns, turn us from the
darkness of sin to the light of
holiness, that we may be ready to
meet you in our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.

SUNDAY 08 DECEMBER

2nd Sunday of Advent

Baruch 5; Malachi 3:1-4

Philippians 1:3—11; Luke 3:1-6
ALMIGHTY GOD, purify our
hearts and minds, that when your
Son Jesus Christ comes again as
judge and saviour we may be ready
to receive him, who is our Lord
and our God. Amen.

SUNDAY I5 DECEMBER

3rd Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14—end; Psalm 146:4—end
Philippians 4:4—7; Luke 3:7-18

GOD for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare
the way of your Son: give us courage
to speak the truth, to hunger for
justice, and to suffer for the cause of
right, with Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 22 DECEMBER
4th Sunday of Advent

Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-8
Hebrews|0:5-10; Luke 1:39-55
ETERNAL GOD, as Mary waited
for the birth of your Son, so we wait
for his coming in glory; bring us
through the birth pangs of this
present age to see, with her, our great
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 29 DECEMBER
Ist Sunday of Christmas

| Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-end
GOD in Trinity eternal unity of per-
fect love: gather the nations to be one
family, and draw us into your holy
life through the birth of Emmanuel,
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ANY
QUESTIONS?

DO YOU have any questions??
Big ones, small ones, and the ones
in-between?? We'd love to hear
them!!!

AT THE Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM), last year, there
was a great suggestion about having
a ‘Box for Questions’.

While this was suggested in
relation to questions for that specific
meeting each year, we, your
Ministry Team, pondered making it
more than that.

Rather than storing up any
thoughts, ideas or questions you
have for that one time in the year, I
encouraged you to share them with
me at any time.

But we wondered if a box to collect
your thoughts, ideas or questions in,
might be more helpful.

So, it is now in situ at the back of
church for:

“Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’.
- ”!f 7 - X %

Please do write down anything
you would like to share, and we will
respond, either here in Open Space,
or to you personally, whichever you
prefer.

You can make your request anony-
mously or leave your name and pre-
ferred contact details, the choice will
be yours!

However, if you’d rather not write
your thoughts down on paper, but
prefer to email, then my email
address is
lisawigmore66 (@ gmail.com or you
can telephone me on 0117 957 4297.

Please, please do share your
“Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’
with us throughout the year, because
they are, just like you, important to
God and to us!

Thank you. Lisa

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

Bible Chat

2.30PM inthe Church Room
(2pm for a cuppal)
FORTNIGHTLY:
15 & 22 JANUARY
12 & 26 FEBRUARY
12 & 26 MARCH

Join us for some

COFFEE/CHAT

& COMPANY
Wednesday

4th December at 11 mm
in the Turnpike
on Soundwell Road.

A time to be, be known,
and be together!
il

Our Church
Financial Health

GIVING FOR
OCTOBER

Giving Last 3 Months

[ Regular Giving
[ Regular & One Off Donations
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CHRIST, the Servant KING

A FEW people have voiced their
concernsto me about the recent
Presidential election in the USA.
If this troubles you, | hope that
the following will help.

Trump will be president, but Christ
remains the servant King.

The historical Jesus didn’t just
talk about the Kingdom of God—
He embodied it.

He tore down the old ways of
power, leadership, and authority,
shaking the foundations of His time
and every generation that would
follow. His radical call for change
was a challenge to every empire,
every institution, and every soul
that sought to rule with force,
manipulation, or control.

The Kingdom He proclaimed was
not one where the strong trample
the weak, but where the broken are
lifted up, and where true power is
found in self-giving, sacrificial love.

When His followers asked about
their places of power in this coming
Kingdom, expecting thrones and
titles, Jesus turned their world
upside down. He spoke directly to
their aspirations, warning them:

“You know that those considered
rulers among the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise
authority over them. But it shall not be
so among you.’ (MARK 10:43)

IN THE world of the Gentiles—

the empire-driven, power-hungry,
control-obsessed world—leaders rise
by crushing the ones beneath them.

Their strength is in domination,
their success in the suffering of
others. It was the way of the Empire,
and it was the norm of Jesus’ time.
It still haunts the corridors of power
today, whether in politics, business,
or the church.

But Jesus isn’t here to endorse
this. His Kingdom does not work
that way, and neither should His
followers.

He offered a way that seemed
absurd to the world: the way of the
servant.

‘Whoever desires greatness among
you must be your servant, and whoever
aims to be furst among you must be a
servant to all.” (MARK 10:44).

Greatness is to be found not in
domination, but in service.

Power is found in laying down
power. The first is last. The strong
are weak.

To follow Jesus is to choose to
kneel before others, to serve in love,
and to abandon any desire for
control. It is a Kingdom built on
surrender, not strength.

Power, of the Jesus kind, is not
found in domination, but in self-
giving, sacrificial love.

Jesus was no mere philosopher.
He lived these words.

He pointed to the ancient proph-
ecy of the Servant Songs of Isaiah
(ISATIAH 42:1—4;49:1-6; 50:4—9; 52:13—
53:12), where the suffering servant
becomes a vehicle for God’s healing,
light, and redemption. The servant
doesn’t resist oppression; they bear
it, so that others might be freed.
This is the way of God’s Kingdom.
It’s not easy, it’s not glamorous, but
it is the only way that leads to true
restoration.

Jesus didn’t stop with words.

He lived the ultimate example of
this. He—the Son of Man, the God-
Man King - came not to be served
but to serve. And He gave His life,
not to gain power, but to lose it, for
the redemption of all.

‘For even the Son of Man came not
to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many’(MARK 10:45).

This death, this ultimate act of
self-giving, flips the script.

The cross, once a tool of Gentile
oppression, is now a symbol of
ultimate love, of sacrificial victory.
It becomes the new throne of power
—the power that breaks every chain,
heals every wound, and restores
everything broken.

And to those who dare follow Him,
He gives this final call:

‘If anyone desires to be my disciple,
they must take up their cross and follow
me. (MATTHEW 16:24).

The path of discipleship is not
paved with crowns, but with crosses.
The way of Jesus leads to death, but
in that death, we find life.

The Kingdom He invites us into
is one where we follow not in the
footsteps of rulers, but of servants.
And in serving, we discover the true
power of God’s reign.

In a world of despots, of dom-
ination, of toxic leaders, remember,
sisters and brothers, Christ remains
the servant King who calls leaders
to walk the way of the compassion-
ate Kingdom.

In the words of Graham Kendrick:

SO let us learn how to serve, and
in our lives enthrone Him.

Each other’s needs to prefer for it
is Christ we're serving

This is our God, The Servant King.

He calls us now to follow Him
to bring our lives as a daily offering
of worship to The Servant King.

Lisa

WELCOME

SPACE

9amtol1.30am
TUESDAY
IODECEMBER

Conversation, free snacks &
refreshments

ALL AREWELCOME!*
Please note under 17s
must be accompanied by an adult)
*IN OUR CHURCH ROOM
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CARDS GALORE!

WHAT a fabulous time everyone
had at the October Crafty Day.

25 people came along (some staying
all day), and it was a glorious time of
fun, fellowship and of course much
creativity!

There was a huge choice of craft
supplies available to use, and the
majority of the crafty items were
very generously given to the church
for us to use as we pleased.

However, most folk seemed to
choose to make Christmas cards for
friends and family.

As well as using things on the day,
more items have gone to leaders of
other groups, such as Beavers, See
and Know, and Ladies Group,
thereby spreading the generosity in
the community.

So it’s a big thank you from me to
all those that supported the event
and donated the grand sum of £201
towards church funds — awesome!

Julia Merrifield
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Yo ho ho... Soon be Christmas!

WE have to mention it event-
ually,and now is the time to
do so, with several Christmas
related events to prepare for
and to let you know about in
advance, before it all gets too
late!

THE very first item to let you know
about is the Gift Service, and that is
followed swiftly by our annual
Christmas Fayre, and linked to that,
is the giving out of our St Stephens
Christmas Cards.

All that and more explained on
these pages.

Love and blessings Lisa xx

Christmas
Gift Service

SUNDAY 1st December, is when
we collect financial gifts to help the
Sisters of the Church in Bristol.

The Sisters feed and give Christ-
mas cheer to many of the poorest
families in our city.

They usually give out some Argos
Vouchers to each child that they
know who is in need.

Also, the Sisters give out toiletry
sets, or else hats and gloves, warm
scarves, and socks to the adults who
need them, especially any ‘rough
sleepers’ they know of who will be
on the streets in cold weather.

Please give generously if you can
to The Sisters Christmas appeal.

Special envelopes will be made
available solely for donations to the
Sister’s work, from mid-November,
which can then be handed in at the
Special Service.

Thank you!

some
Thank you!

OURVERYOWN
PARISH
CHRISTMAS
CARDS

WE send these out every year and
our Christmas Cards are intended
for every home in the parish and
they will be ready
by Remembrance Sunday
for delivery by 1st December.

If you can help in any way with
the distribution of these, even if
only one particular street,
then please do take some cards
and deliver them as soon as you
can to as many of our neighbours,
friends and those we are yet to
know, in the parish.

The card is shown to the right>
both front and back,
and you can see the card contains
information about our
Christmas Fayre and the various
Christmas Services,
which is crucial for people to
know as they plan their Christmas
Diary and decide which of our
services they will attend...

So if you can help, then on behalf
of the Parish,
Thank you so much!

Exchanging of
greetings cards

PLEASE consider the idea of send-
ing just the ONE Christmas card, to
your ‘Church Family’ instead of lots
of individual ones to everyone!

An internal mail exchange system
will be running again located at the
back of church to put in cards from
you, and to take out cards o you.

You could donate any savings to a
favourite charity.

May JESUS be your HOPE

this Christmas and always!

We are planning to celebrate the birth of Jesus in all sorts of
ways at St Stephen’s Church, We’'d love for you to join in with
us and this is your invitation to do so - just come along!!!

Saturday 7th December
2.00-4.00 pm Christmas Fayre in the Church & Church Hall

Sunday 22nd December

6.30 pm Carols by Candlelight in Church

Christmas Eve Services on Tuesday 24th
2.30 pm Christmas Family Fun Christingle Service in Church
4.00 pm Christmas Family Fun Christingle Service in Church
11.00 pm Midnight Communion in Church

= Christmas Day Service Wednesday 25th
10.00 am is Family Communion in Church
St Stephen’s Day Service Thursday 26th
10.00 am is Parish Communion in Church

Happy Christmas!

Revd Lisa Wigmore (Vicar)

& all at St Stephen’s Chuich,
Chureh Read, Soundwell, BS16 4RH.
www.saintstephensoundwell.org
Facebook: saint k iwell

% # Dial-a-
SERMON

Listen to this week’s Sermon
on your phone:

0117 456 2090

(Cost 1s the same as a local call)

OR
Click-a-

SERMON \C/\/

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line

http://saintstephensoundwell.org
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ADOPTING
A STAR!

SOMETHING which proved very
popular last year, was the sponsoring
of one or more of the new hanging
stars that were produced as part of
the Christmas decorations!!

There are likely to be around 120
such stars hanging from the ceiling
again this year which will decorate
church and make it shine for Jesus.

A £2 per star donation should be a
suitable bequest!

When they are hanging in church,
you can choose ‘your star’ and then
tell your family and friends it sparkle’s
Jesus’ love for them.

Or; it might be a way of remember-
ing a loved one, and by sponsoring a
chosen star remember and celebrate
Jesus’ eternal love for them.

Simply enclose your donation in an
envelope marked as a ‘Star Sponsor’
and hand it in on any Sunday up till
Christmas.

Thank you! Lisa xx

FAYRE

St Stephen’s Church, Soundwell

Sat 7th

December
2~4prPmM

May JESUS
be your HOPE

CHRISTMAS

NELL) (DRAMA ('-\GROUP ! '

Proudly presents (TSGR
A Traditional Family

£3
PANTOMIME

AND THE
30TH JAN-IST FEB 2025

PERFORMANCES AT 7:30PM
+ SATURDAY MATINEE AT 2:30PM

F_AST

\Illlt\i BY
\’\f REN" M¢ \"\"'ILLI.?\. MS

Booking information:

Tickets available online at
www.ststephensdramabristol.co.uk

or phone the Box office: 0333 6663366
or try scanning the QR code at left

or the one on the posters in church
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DECEMBER CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK

01 Cleaning Jan Johns, Lauren Joyce Lansdown Close
volunteers Becca Joyce, Tom & lvy-Mae Butler Lansdown Road
Linda Krause Larch Road
08 Baptism Anita Leakey Lees Hill
Preparation  kristine, lan, Emily & Jack Lockwood ~ Leicester Square
Middle Road

Mike Long, Tania Lowe and Alfie Gillett

15 Marriage
Preparation

Gill Mayo, Leona and Clive Meares
Regan Meares, Julia Merrifield
Clive Milkins, Carol Millard

Midland Road
Morley Close
Morley Place

22 Bereavement
visitors

Holly Miriam, Margaret Moore
Josie, Tanya & Bradley Morris
Leanne and Aaliyah Munt

Morley Road
Mulberry Gardens
Mulberry Grove

29 Home groups

Dave Newton
Katy, Tom, George & Theo North
Gill Ogborne, David Packe

Narrow Lane
Neville Road
North View

SUNDAYS: 8am BCP Holy Communion on the Ist and 3rd Sundays.
[0am Community Worship Service

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the Ist and 3rd Sundays
or at any other time by request, so do please ask as necessary.

WEDNESDAYS: 10am Service of Holy Communion

DECEMBER DIARY
01 Sunday 10am GIFT SERVICE in Church
03 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter then weekly in Church Room
04 Wednesday 11am Coffee/Chat/Company Turnpike Pub
05 Thursday  10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time)
1.30~3.30pm Men’s Group Christmas Meal (then 02 January)
1pm Ladies Group Christmas Party (then 23 January)
06 Friday 1145am Pensioner’s Group Christmas Meal
7-9pm Outburst Youth Club in Church Hall
07 Saturday  2~-4pm CHRISTMAS FAYRE!
09 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in Church Hall for
Dementia sufferers and their carers
10 Tuesday 9~11.30am WELCOME SPACE in Church Room
13 Friday 2pm Pensioners, Ladies & Men’s Group Carol Service
in Church
22 Sunday 10am The usual Communion Service will also include a
Youth Church nativity in Church
22 Sunday 6.30pm CAROLS by Candlelight Service in Church
24 Tuesday 2.30pm Christingle Family Fun 1 in Church
4pm Christingle Family Fun 2 in Church
11pm start MIDNIGHT COMMUNION in Church
25 Wednesday 10am Christmas Day Family Communion in Church
26 Thursday 10am St Stephen’s Day Communion Service in Church

NB: please be aware of groups being in recess in Christmas week

SISTERS OF
THE CHURCH

St Stephens have supported the
Sisters of the Church for many
years and this was instigated by
myself and my very dear friend
Shirley Bennett, who is sadly no
longer with us. We shared a passion
for helping those less fortunate
than ourselves and I have fond
memories of giving out food
parcels at the Sisters on a Sunday
afternoon with Shirley.

Our Church family have always
been very generous and I am so
very grateful for all your
donations.

In the church porch there is a
large wooden box to accept these
donations of food and other items.
But I need your help.

I am no longer able to take the
donations to the Sisters, because of
a change of their opening times:
Monday to Wednesday, 10am—12
noon, and so I am asking for
volunteers who would be able to
check the box every 3 — 4 months
and take the donations to the
Sisters, who are based on Ashley
Road, in St Paul’s.

If you think you would be able to
help with this, please let myself or
Lisa know. Thank you!

Julie Fudge

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

e Revd Lisa Wigmore

Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

7 e Revd Regan Meares
Curate
Telephone 07 769 704 270

JANUARY DIARY

=1 @ Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 1XH
Telephone 0117 967 2621

NB: please be aware of groups being in recess during New Year week:
NO Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub (resume in February),
NO Wednesday Communion on 01January (resume 08 January),

NO See & Know until 09 January.

02 Thursday  1.30-3.30pm Men’s Group in Church Room (then fortnightly)
09 Thursday  10am See & Know in Church Hall (weekly in term time)
14 Tuesday 7.30pm PCC in Church Room

15 Wednesday 2pm BIBLE CHAT in Church Room

17 Friday 6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church

18 Saturday  9am

Baptism Prep in Church

o Peter Robbins

Lay Minister, 13 Wood Road
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 8DT
Telephone 0117 967 9576

L A
a
¢ Gill Mayo
Ploa Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796

e Lin Cooper Director of Music
Telephone 0117 967 2621

o Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer
Telephone 0117 940 1829
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