OpEenSpace

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

KNOWING JESUS... MAKING JESUS KNOWN!

Next steps...

AS | COME TO THE END of my
third year as a curate, | have been
reflecting on my time at St
Stephens and | would like to share
with you some of my thoughts.

EARLY in my faith, God directed me to
the importance and the power of his word.
This is evident in both the Old Testament
and in the New Testament.

In Genesis, God spoke, and the world
came into being. In the Gospels Jesus did
miracles sometimes only through speaking
a few words. This shows how much power
is in the word of God.

It has been a privilege and an absolute
joy, to preach, to pray and to preside at
St Stephens Soundwell.

Through people’s support and encourage-
ment, I have become more confident in
these three aspects of using the words of
God which I intend to continue doing
wherever God places me next.

My work with the schools and the Sound-
well Academy has been a vital part of my
ministry.

When I was growing up in Africa,  had a
friend who taught me from a young age
about God and the bible. Therefore, know-
ing God existed was in my thinking from
early in my life. As I grew up, I always
knew that whenever I got into trouble or
faced challenges, God was able to help me.

My aim when I worked in the schools and
in the Soundwell Academy, was to teach
the children about God so as they grow old-
er, they would have that same foundation
and mind-set that I had.

My other aim was to give these young
people a platform to speak about God and
on the 15th of June, we had a special
service in church.

During the service, I invited 3 children
from St Stephens Junior School to speak
to our congregation about God, Jesus and
the Holy Spirit. This was an amazing part
of my curacy, and I will hold it in my
heart wherever God may lead me in the
future.

Throughout our lives there are ups and
downs, challenges and unexpected turns,
this is similar in our faith journeys.

The challenges that I faced during my
curacy were mainly around controlling my
emotions. Jesus often says in his teachings:
“Do not be afraid or do not let your hearts be
troubled.”

There are many times when I have felt
sad or heartbroken especially doing prison
chaplaincy, hospital chaplaincy or simply
losing people who I built close relation-
ships with. I am grateful for the times I
spent with Lisa in which we shared what
challenges we were both going through
and often shedding tears together.

I am also grateful for the counselling
sessions I have completed. Both of these
sources of support have been a blessing to
me. Through my experiences, I have
learnt that challenges help us to grow,
they also teach us valuable life skills such
as being patient, being humble and being
a person who looks to forgive those who
have caused hurt or pain.

I am certain that there will be many more
struggles and challenges along the way but
with God on my side, I have no doubt that
I will be able to go through these challenges
by taking refuge in him.

The reason, I have entitled this article
‘Next Steps’ is because through reading my
bible, I have come to understand the need
for us to constantly take next steps in our
journey with God.  Continued overleaf>

St:Stephens

AUGUST
2025

Beloved

Bristol City Centre
Soup Run

Bristol Schools
Connection

Christian Aid

Community of
the Sisters of
the Church

Emmaus

Harvest for
The Hungry

Bristol Churches
City Fund
One25 Project

Church Road
Soundwell
Bristol BS16 4RH
0117 956 6257

visionatststephens@
gmail.com

www.saintstephen
soundwell.org

f saintstephen
soundwell

@SoundwellChurch

CHARITY NUMBER
1131503

SOUNDWELL




Next steps...

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The scripture that comes to mind
is Peter walking on the water found
in Luke chapter 14. Verses 28 & 29
read, “Peter answered him, “Lord, if it
1s you, command me to come to you on
the water.” He said, “Come.”

So, Peter got out of the boat, start-
ed walking on the water, and came
towards Jesus.

This great event with Peter and
Jesus is a great example of how God
has called us to go out and try new
things which sometimes feel uncom-
fortable.

When I first arrived at St Stephens
Soundwell, everything was outside
my comfort zone. I was in a new
church, meeting new people, learn-
ing to do new things such as leading
services, baptisms and funerals etc.

I believe that God created us to
constantly learn new things and to
step out of our comfort zones in
order to live life to the fullest.

During my past years, I have
spent time at churches in Warmley,
Hanham and Soundwell which are
similar to one another in many ways.

My next step after St Stephens
Soundwell is to a different com-
munity, therefore I will do a fourth
year of curacy at St Chads Patchway.

This is because I am no longer
completely focused on becoming a
Prison Chaplain, so this will allow
me time to think about where God
is calling me and what type of
ministry God wants me to do in the
future.

- St Stephens Church Soundwell -

SUNDAY
17:» AUGUST

12NoON-2PM

IN THE CHURCH GROUNDS*

Bring your own food, drinks & seating
* Or in the Church Hall if the weather is poor!

Though there is a sadness that
comes with ending my curacy in
Soundwell, I have moments in which
I am excited in what God has pre-
pared for me in the future.

In ending, I would like to thank
the people of St Stephens for their
love, care and support over the last
three years. My time here at St
Stephens is something I will always
hold in my heart wherever I go and
wherever God leads me.

I would also like to thank Lisa
Wigmore, Sandy Cooper and Peter
Robbins who I have learnt so much
from. May God continue to bless you
all throughout your lives. Regan

Regan’s Birthday Bash

Mention it quietly, although hang-overs
are probably cured by now but several of
us gathered together on Friday 18th July
for one (or two?) celebratory drinks.
The occasion was captured for posterity:

Above: Regan makes his grand entrance.

Chats and discussions get underway.

Below: we're not sure if Stroller is setting
Regan straight or the other way round.

Foundation
Governor

FOUNDATION GOVERNORS
have a particular responsibility
within Church Schools to pre-
serve and develop the Christian
character and ethos of the
school.

OUR Church School, St Stephen’s
Junior School, is in need of another
Foundation Governor.

Without Foundation Governors,
we, St Stephens Church, are not
supporting our Church School in its
Christian character and ethos.
Foundation Governors are normally
practising Christians, but as a school
governor, a Foundation Governor is
more than a Church representative.
They are a full governor, with an
equal say and input into the life of
the school in all areas.

Being a school governor is an
expression of vocation to service
within our community. Just as Jesus
came to serve and not be served, we
do likewise. Might you like to serve
your community and follow Jesus in
this way?

If you’d like to know more, please
seek me out for a chat.

I am already a Governor at St
Stephen’s Junior School and not
only is it required of us as a Church,
but I would welcome some support
from our Church family.

Thank you and bless you as you
ponder this.

Lisa x

FRIDAY
NIGHT
LIVE

I5th AUGUST
6.30PM in Church

INFORMAL WORSHIP
FOR ALL AGES
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CHURCH
CHOIR

OVER the past year you will
probably have noticed that the
church choir has reduced in

numbers.

THIS is due to the ‘retirement’ of
several very loyal and long serving
members!

We are thus looking to recruit
over the next couple of months.
Song practices are held on Monday
evenings and will be re-starting in
September.

Being a choir member is flexible
and accommodating calling, to suit
individual situations.

There are those who are our
‘regulars’ and there are others who
augment the choir for the special
seasons such as Christmas and at
Easter, and we love having them
with us.

If you love singing and would like
to consider joining us, either on a
regular basis or just for any special
occasions, please do have a word
with me, or with any of the choir
members. Thank you!

Lin Cooper

BishopViv’s
Farewell

WVE say farewell at a special
service in Bristol Cathedral:

3pm Saturday 30 August

Everyone is welcome to attend
this service which will be followed
by light refreshments.

To assist with planning, we ask
that all guests book in no later than
20 August 2025. Please sign up via
‘Eventbrite’ to attend the service :

Farewell-service-for-the-Bishop-
of-Bristol-tickets-

We look forward to welcoming
people from worship communities
across the Diocese of Bristol and
beyond to give thanks for Bishop
Viv’s ministry amongst us.

Sue & Dave’s
Wedding

Arrangements Reminder

JUST A few words to remind you all
that Sue Clements and Dave Eldred
are getting married at 4pm on
Saturday 27th September 2025, at
St Stephens Church, Soundwell,
Church Road, BS16 4RH.

THE Soundwell College Car Park,
which is accessed from St Stephens
Road, should be open as an overflow
to any available on street parking.

We intend this to be an informal,
joyful event with no formal dress
code or seating plan and everyone is
welcome to attend and to join us in
further celebration at Stoke Gifford
Retirement Village, Edward Parker
Road, Bristol, BS16 1YE afterwards.

This will be an ‘American Supper’
(bring & share) for both food and
drink, although the Bistro Bar will
be open throughout the evening.

We have booked a group for the
evening’s entertainment, which we
hope will provide a programme for
all to enjoy as we celebrate our
special day.

COFFEE/

CHAT &
COMPANY

WEDNESDAY

6th AUGUST llam

At the Turnpike Pub
on Soundwell Road

READINGS
& COLLECTS

SUNDAY 03 AUGUST

7th Sunday of Trinity
Ecclesiastes I:2,12—14,2:18—23 Psalm
49:1-12

Colossians 3:1—-11; Luke 12:13-2I
GENEROUS GOD, you give us gifts
and make them grow: though our
faith is small as mustard seed, make
it grow to your glory and the flourish-
ing of your kingdom; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 10 AUGUST
8th Sunday of Trinity

Genesis 15,1-6; Psalm 33:1 2—end
Hebrews I1:1-3, 8—16;Luke 12:32-40
LORD GOD, your Son left the
riches of heaven and became poor for
our sake: when we prosper save us
from pride, when we are needy save
us from despair, that we may trust in
you alone; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 17 AUGUST
9th Sunday of Trinity

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82

Hebrews 11:29—12:2; Luke 12:49-56
GRACIOUS FATHER, revive your
Church in our day, and make her
holy, strong and faithful, for your
glory's sake in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SUNDAY 24 AUGUST

10th Sunday of Trinity

Isaiah 58:9b—end; Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 12:18—end; Luke 13:10—17
LORD OF HEAVEN and earth, as
Jesus taught his disciples to be per-
sistent in prayer, give us patience and
courage never to lose hope, but always
to bring our prayers before you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY 31 AUGUST

11th Sunday of Trinity
Ecclesiastes 10:12—18; Psalm 112
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15—16; Luke 14:1,7- 14
GOD OF GLORY, the end of our
searching, help us to lay aside all that
prevents us from seeking your king-
dom, and to give all that we have to
gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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Parish
Safeguarding
Officers

WE ARE looking for someone, or
possibly two people, to continue the
essential Safeguarding work of the
Parish

THE voluntary role is for a Parish
Safeguarding Officer (PSO). This role
will be assisted by a Senior Deanery
Administrator, employed in our
deanery, to assist local parishes with
the paperwork involved in the DBS
checking part of the role.

There will also be support and
training offered from the Diocesan
Safeguarding Team.

The role will involve some other
administrative tasks and computer
work associated, but first and fore-
most it is to be the point of contact for
our church community regarding
safeguarding. This is to make sure
we are doing the very best we can at St
Stephens to look after each other, and
especially the children and vulnerable
adults in our community.

This is a great opportunity to con-
tribute to this vital part of work in our
Parish.

For further information please
contact Lisa.

WELCOME

SPACE

TUESDAY
9~11.30am

12th AUGUST

Conversation,
free snacks & refreshments

ALL ARE WELCOME!'*

WE also look forward
to seeing you again on

26th AUGUST!

Please note that under 17s must be
accompanied by an adult).

* IN OUR CHURCH ROOM

See & Know

See and Know is a Toddler

Group held in St Stephens
Church Hall, for the families
of our area to socialise and
get to know each other, alongside
getting to know Jesus in gentle and
age appropriate ways.

We are there for support and friend-
ship, for parents and carers as well as
the children.

IF you have pre-school age children,
why not come along? Phone Sue first
(number below) to check there are
spaces.

ALSO, would you like to be part of
the See & Know Team = welcoming
children and their carers to See &
Know; chatting to them during the
session; helping them do a simple
craft; perhaps taking a turn in leading
the sharing and caring time (training
and resources all provided).

Sessions run from 10am til 11.45am
Thursdays in school term-time only.

Could you help out once a term?...
Or every week during term-time?...
Or anything in between?

Why not have a chat with Sue
Humphrey (07929 404272) or Lisa
(0117 9574297) to find out some
more?

Thank you!

Our Church
Financial Health

dfl

GIVING FOR
JUNE

Giving Last 3 Months

@ Regular Giving
@ Regular & One Off Donations

@ Budgeted
12000

Apr 25 May 25 Jun 25

Giving @ Expenditure

May 25

BRING
your Bible!

THIS is a recent weekly
routine established for
Wednesday evenings between
7.15pm and 8.15pm

WE meet in the Church Room for
anyone who wants to join in with
simply reading the Bible!

Though the scriptures in the Bible
are thousands of years old, they
still hold immense power, wisdom
and guidance for us today!

There 1s no set structure or any
course work to worry about and
everyone is welcome!

LIGHTING
UPGRADE

IF YOU FEEL YOU can make a
contribution towards the cost we
face, then please can I ask you to
give donations to Lorraine, our
Treasurer, letting her know it is to
support the Lighting Project .

Thank you and bless you. Lisa x

Dial-a-Sermon

Listen to this week’s Sermon
on your phone:

0117 456 2090

(Cost 1s the same as a local call)

OR
Click-a-Sermon

Visit our website and use the
audio link to listen on-line

http://saintstephensoundwell.org
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Questions???

DO YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS??

Big ones, small ones, the ones
in-between??
We’d love to hear them!!!

AT THE Annual Parochial Church
Meeting (APCM), last year, there
was a great suggestion about having
a ‘Box for Questions’.

While this was suggested in
relation to questions for that specific
meeting each year... we, your
Ministry Team, decided on making
it more than that.

Rather than storing up any
thoughts, ideas or questions you
have for that one time in the year, |
have been encouraging you to share
them with me at any time.

But... we wondered if a box to
place your thoughts, ideas or
questions in, might be a helpful way
of collecting them.

So, there is now a Box for
“Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’ at
the back of church, on or near the
font.

Please do write down anything
you’d like to share, and we will
respond, either here in Open Space,
or back to you personally -
whichever you prefer.

You can make your request
anonymous or leave your name and
preferred contact details; the choice
is yours!

However, if you’d rather not write
your thoughts down on paper, but
prefer to email, then my email
address is
lisawigmore66@gmail.com
or else you can telephone me on
0117 957 4297.

Please, please do share your
“Thoughts, Ideas or Questions’ with
us throughout the year, because they
are, just like you, important to God
and to us!

Every Blessing,

Lisa xx

Giving with Purpose:

SUPPORTING MISSION
through tithing and local impact

AT THE HEART OF our faith

is the call to be generous;

not just with our time and love,
but with our resources too.

AS A CHURCH, we believe in the
biblical principle of tithing: which
is the giving of 10% of our income to
support mission, out-reach, and the
work of God’s kingdom.

This act of giving isn’t just about
meeting needs; it’s also about trust.
When we choose to give first — not
from what’s left over — we declare
that God is our provider. We partner
with Him in making a difference,
both near and far.

As part of our mission giving,
we have committed to supporting
a range of local, national, and inter-
national charities that are doing
incredible work. These include:
® Beloved
o Bristol City Centre Soup Run
® Bristol Schools Connection
e Christian Aid
e Community of the Sisters of the
Church
e Emmaus
® Harvest for the Hungry
® One25 Project

Each of these organisations plays a
vital role in offering hope, healing,
and practical support to those in
need; whether that’s walking along-
side vulnerable women, feeding the
hungry, providing education
resources, or offering shelter and
dignity to the homeless.

We’re pleased to share that a
portion of our mission giving this
year is being donated to the Bristol
Churches City Fund. This fund
brings churches together to respond
to urgent social needs in our city —
supporting projects that tackle
poverty, injustice, homelessness,
addiction, and more.

Bristol Churches City Fund ¥

It’s a powerful expression of unity
among churches and a practical way
of showing God’s love in action.

By contributing to the City Fund,
we are helping to strengthen and to
also equip local initiatives that are
making real change.

Whether it’s supporting foodbanks,
mentoring programmes, or housing
support, our giving is helping to
bring hope, dignity, and transform-
ation to our neighbours all across
Bristol.

So thank you to everyone who
faithfully gives. Your generosity en-
ables our church not only to sustain
ministry here at home but to sow in
to mission that reaches beyond our
own walls.

Let us continue to give joyfully,
prayerfully, and purposefully, trust-
ing that God will multiply every gift
for His glory.

“Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 (NIV)

Nicola Read PCC Member

Bristol Churches City Fund ¥

is supported by
L .

CHR H

together, STAS ACTIO \.- M % .

\ o Dristol
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AUGUST CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK FROM THE REGISTERS

03 Greeters to
Church

Clive Milkins, Carol Millard
Holly Miriam, Margaret Moore
Josie, Tanya & Bradley Morris

Frys Hill
Gilpin Close
Gladstone Court

10 All who read or
lead prayers in
our Services

Carol Murphy, Leanne and Aaliyah Munt
Dave Newton
Katy, Tom, George & Theo North

Gladstone Drive
Gladstone Street
Gloucester Road

17 Deanery Synod  Gill Ogborne, David Packe
Representatives Jan and Dave Parker, Suzanne Parker
Tim, Olivia & Sophie Parker

Gorse Hill
Hayward Road
Highview Road

24 Sacristan and  Ollie, Jaime, Ottilie & Rupert Phipps

Hilltop Gardens

Servers Shirley Potts, Christine Priddis Hilltop Road
Dot Randall Hill View
31 Deerhurst . Nicola, Andy, Amelia & Erin Read Howard Road
Care & Nursing Sarah, Mark, Damien & Lauren Reid Irving Close

Home Colin and Tessa Rice, Peter Robbins

James Close

SUNDAYS: 8am BCP Holy Communion (on the Ist & 3rd Sunday)
[0am Community Worship Service weekly.

Prayer Ministry is offered after the 10am Service on the Ist and 3rd Sundays
or at any other time by request, so do please ask as necessary.

WEDNESDAYS: 10am Service of Holy Communion weekly.

AUGUST DIARY

e Please be aware that groups may be in recess during August:
such as See & Know who only meet in School term time

06 Wednesday 11am Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub

7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room
11 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in the Church Hall for
Dementia sufferers and their carers
12 Tuesday 9-11.30am  WELCOME SPACE in the Church Room
13 Wednesday 7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room
15 Friday 6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church
17 Sunday 12noon CHURCH PICNIC in the Church grounds
18 Monday 2pm Church Ministry Team Meeting in the Church Room
20 Wednesday 7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room
26 Tuesday 9-11.30am  WELCOME SPACE in the Church Room

27 Wednesday 7.15pm BRING YOUR BIBLE in the Church Room

SEPTEMBER DIARY
02 Tuesday 1.30pm Knit & Natter in the Church Room
03 Wednesday 11am Coffee/Chat/Company at the Turnpike Pub
04 Thursday  10am See & Know resumes
2pm Ladies Group in the Church Hall
05 Friday 7pm Outburst Youth Club in the Church Hall
09 Tuesday 7.30pm PCC Meeting in the Church Room
11 Thursday  1.30pm Men’s Group in the Church Room
12 Friday 1.15pm Pensioner’s Group in the Church Hall
15 Monday 10.15am Retreat Memory Café in the Church Hall for
Dementia sufferers and their carers
18 Thursday 2pm Ladies Group in the Church Hall
19 Friday 6.30pm FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE in Church
25 Thursday 1.30pm Men’s Group in the Church Room
26 Friday 2pm Pensioner’s Group in the Church Hall

: SINCE JUNE

i Funerals:

o JUNE 19: Lesley Geraldine Mary
: Dolman (79).

A service of thanksgiving for, and

celebration of, Lesley’s life was held at
i St Stephens Church, Soundwell.

Please hold Lesley's husband Tony,

children Rebecca, Andrew and
i Jonathan, and all her wider family and
: friends in your prayers. Thank you.

e JULY 01: Sandra Lakin Rosser (74).

The celebration of Sandra’s life was

held at St Stephens Church, Soundwell.

Please hold Sandra’s daughter, Louise

with Andrew and granddaughter, Emily,
1 as well as the wider family &Sandra’s
{ many, many friends in your prayers.

i e JULY 11: Derek Walter Charles Beek
¢ (90). The celebration of Derek’s life

i was held at St Stephens Church,

{ Soundwell.

Please hold Derek’s wife, Gwen; their

i three children, Christopher, Elizabeth
i and Richard; their families, as well as
: the wider family and Derek’s many,

{ many friends in your prayers.

i Confirmation:

! e JUNE 08: Ethan Ridler.
i The confirmation of Ethan Ridler took
i place at Christ Church Hengrove.

Please hold Ethan in your prayers as

well as his mother Maria and the rest
of his family and friends.

SAINT STEPHENS SOUNDWELL

e Revd Lisa Wigmore

Vicar, 52 Gladstone Street
Soundwell, Bristol BS16 4RF
Telephone 0117 957 4297

1 e Revd Regan Meares
Curate
Telephone 07 769 704 270

™. | ® Revd Sandy Cooper
Associate Minister, 1 Deerhurst
Soundwell, Bristol BS15 IXH
Telephone 0117 967 2621

L

e Gill Mayo

H Church Warden
Telephone 0117 956 9796

e Lin Cooper Director of Music
Telephone 0117 967 2621

e Lorraine Sanderson Treasurer
Telephone 0117 940 1829
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