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Faith and Generosity...  
THERE HAS been a global financial crisis in 

the past couple of years, and we have had 

economic recession here in the UK (and still 

possibly the dreaded ‘double-dip’).  

In the near future we face severe cuts to 

public services plus an increase in taxation.  

Interest on our savings is at its lowest for 

300 years, and now St Stephens has its own 

financial crisis! 

I know this is not a good time to ask us 

all to think more about giving, but I’m afraid 

I must.  

We are facing a deficit of around £8000 

this year. That is unsustainable.  

We need to grow our regular giving to 

pay our way. Some of our costs have gone up 

but our planned giving has also gone down. 

St Stephen’s people are incredibly  

generous for ‘one-off’ causes, as was seen 

with the Gift Days just this year which went 

towards paying for urgent maintenance and 

improvements to our church. But that does 

not pay for the on-going costs of running the 

church and turning the heat on in winter – 

that relies on you and me giving regularly 

and faithfully. 

All figures on personal giving, including 

yours and mine, are strictly confidential, but 

generally churches find that around 75% of 

their regular giving comes from just 25% of 

their members.  

It is no wonder that so many churches 

have trouble balancing their books each 

year. 

All of us face challenges to our income 

and weekly household expenditure, but the  

answer is really one of trust in God.  

I will tell you (not in any way to boast, but 

just as a plain fact) that Helen and I give 

more than our tithe.  

That means we give around £250 to St 

Stephens every month. Clergy pay is well  

 

 

Open Space is usually 
published on the first 

Sunday of the month.  

If you would like to  
publish something then 
please give it to:  
David Packe  
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david.packe@bt 
internet.com. 
to arrive mid month 
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Thank You.   
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Mission Partners 
with St Stephens: 

Bristol City Centre 
Soup Run 

Bristol/Uganda Link 

Christian aid 

Emmaus 

Fair Trade 

Frenchay Hospital 
Chaplaincy  
Volunteers 

Soundwell  
Community Trust 

Stop the Traffik 

International  
Justice Mission 
 

We will hear more  
of these partners in 
future issues of  
Open Space 

below average, but we trust the Lord to meet 

our needs, and He does without fail. 

So this September we all need to think 

about faith and generosity. We will do that at 

all our Sunday services.  

We cannot let the current situation go on. 

Please think seriously about this matter, and 

consider the following as a start: 

If you are a member of St Stephens and 

you don’t yet give a planned amount to our 

church, you could talk to Lin Cooper about 

doing so. 

If you currently give less than £5 per 

week to St Stephen’s, you could increase 

that to at least £5 as your next step of faith. 

If you give £5 - £10 per week you could 

increase it to £10, or more! 

This really is a matter of trust in God’s 

promises. Helen and I trust the Lord to  

provide, and he does not fail us.  

You can prove God’s faithfulness and  

generosity in the same way.  

This is the one thing in the Bible where 

God actually says put him to the test!  

Bring the full tithe into the store-
house…and thus put me to the test, says 
the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down 
for you an overflowing blessing.  

(Malachi 3:10) 

I have shared the following Dallas 

Willard quote with you before, because it is 

the plain truth: 

We believe not when we say we be-
lieve, not even when we think we believe, 
but when we act as if it’s true.  

If we really ‘believe and trust in God’ (the 

creeds), if we really do ‘give our lives as a 

living sacrifice’ (from the Communion  

Service), faith and generosity will be at the 

heart of all we share. 

Ian Wills 

 

This IS Church — but not as you know it 



THE Autumn equinox occurs this year 

on 22 September. It marks the season 

when crops are expected to have been 

harvested. 

Harvest Festival is a celebration of 

the successful growing of food on the 

land. Thanksgiving ceremonies and  

celebrations are both worldwide and 

very ancient.  

In Britain, we have given thanks 

for successful harvests since ‘pagan’ 

times, when mother nature was held 

in great respect.  

Celebrating Harvest Festival in a 

church began in 1843 with Reverend 

Robert Hawker in Morwenstow, in 

Cornwall, who invited his parishioners 

to a thanksgiving service. 

Victorian hymns such as:  

‘We plough the fields and scatter’, 

‘Come ye thankful people, come’ and 

‘All things bright and beautiful’ 

helped popularise his idea of harvest 

festival and spread the annual custom 

of decorating churches with home-

grown produce for the celebrations. 
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Harvest Festival origins 
Farmers made loaves of bread from 

the new wheat crop and gave them to 

their local church. The bread was 

used in Communion during a special 

mass thanking God for the harvest.  

The custom ended when Henry 

VIII broke away from the Catholic 

Church. Since then we have harvest 

festivals at the end of the season. 

Traditionally, communities would 

appoint a strong and respected man 

of the village as ‘Lord of the Harvest’. 

He would be responsible for  

negotiating the harvesting wages and 

organising the fieldworkers. 

At the end of the harvest a big meal 

called a Harvest Supper, was eaten on 

Michaelmas Day.  

The ‘Lord of the Harvest’ sat at the 

head of the table. A goose stuffed with 

apples was prepared along with a  

variety of vegetables.  

Goose Fairs were and still are held 

in English towns at this time of year. 

So, now you know. 

David Packe 

Harvest celebrations have the effect of 

reminding Christians of all the good 

things God gives them.  

This should inspire us to share 

with others who are not so fortunate 

as ourselves.  

In Churches and in schools, people 

bring food from home to a Harvest 

Festival Service. After the service, the 

food that has been put on display is 

usually made into parcels and given to 

people in need 

In USA and Canada, they have a 

national holiday, known as ‘Thanks 

giving’. In the UK we do not have a 

public holiday. Maybe we should. 

In the Jewish religion their  

harvest festival is called ‘Sukkot’ or 

‘Feast of Ingathering’ or ‘the ‘Feast 

of Tabernacles’ but is held at the end 

of the year, after Rosh Hoshanah, the 

third of the great Annual Festivals. 

In England, Harvest Festival was 

at one time celebrated prior to the 

Harvest season on 1 August and was 

called ‘Lammas’, meaning 'loaf Mass'. 

only serves to light up Jesus Christ 

and his gospel; where no-one can hog 

the limelight, no-one gets too much 

attention, and no-one gets left out. 

Of a church where outsiders get as 

much welcome as old friends; where 

no-one stands alone unless they need 

to; where the awkward ones are  

accepted, and the pleasant ones are 

disturbed by hard realities. 

Where the first to hear a complaint 

is the offender, and the last to air it is 

the sufferer. 

Where peoples' interests are 

worldwide, without being worldly, and 

personal without being petty. 

I have a vision of a church that 

shares an invincible passion for learn-

ing and giving, whose life is energized 

by glad acceptance of the Cross as a 

way of life. Whose critical humour 

puts people at ease, and whose self-

denials disturb and brace them. 

...of a church whose worship seeks out 

all the resources of its members and 

utilizes all their skills. Where the 

hymns are sung with perception, and 

expression, and accompanied by 

every instrument anyone can play, 

including hands, and feet and smiles. 

And where the unfamiliar music of 

another generation is learned until it 

is loved. 

A church with liturgies that are 

never mechanical and spontaneity 

that is never trivial. 

Where the least of its meetings are 

conducted like royal appointments, 

and its greatest days are marked with 

solemn hilarity. 

Where organisational efficiency is 

always at the service of caring love. 

Where even poor efforts are done 

with painstaking diligence, and  

commended with tolerant hope. 

Where brilliance of mind or skill 

A man and his vision... 
Whose sympathy is so warm and 

imaginative that no one has the nerve 

to indulge in self-pity; and whose  

ideals are so high that slightly soiled 

notions are shamed into silence. 

Whose convictions are firm without 

being rigid; whose tolerance extends 

even to the intolerant; whose life is an 

admonition, whose love learns even 

from its opponents, and whose faith in  

infectious. 

I have a vision of a church that is 

like that because from time to time it 

hears its Redeemer's voice speak with 

such authority that nothing will do but 

obedience, nothing matters but God's 

love, and others coming in can only 

wonder, and wish, and ask.... 

 

John R. Peck, BD, ALBC 

Sent in by Bill Brookshaw 



WELL, what a week we had. The fun, the 

laughter, singing, dancing, drama and craft, 

all to teach over 100 children that Jesus  

is our Super Hero and that we all need the 

Armour of God. 

What a pity that only the ‘Junior Hero 

team’ got to witness the wonders that  

occurred every day at Holiday Club.  

We only shared a small part of it with 

you all on Sunday. 

Although it is hard work and takes six 

months of planning, I can assure you that it 

is worth every second of time and energy 

that we put in to see the joy on the children's 

faces and to share in their excitement.  

To be a part of such a great group of  

people is wonderful.  

The support and strength we give to 

each other as well as to the children we  

welcome into Church is inspiring.  

You truly don’t have to dress as a  

Super Hero to be one as I think we all found 

out during Holiday Club 2010.  

Well done to each and every one of us!  

Julia Merrifield 

HOLIDAY CLUB welcomed approximately 

110 children and 70 adults every day who 

were introduced to Jesus via songs, dancing, 

teachings, crafts and characters such as 

‘Bizzie Lizzie’, ‘Naughty Nick’, ‘The Watt 

Family’ and ‘Captain Ketchup’. During the 

week we learnt that you do not have to look 

like a super hero to be a super hero.  

We heard about children in the bible who 

were heroes, in stories like Samuel and Eli, 

David versus Goliath, feeding the 5000, 

Naaman’s Servant Girl and King Josiah. 

The children enjoyed several crafts and 

completing worksheets about Jesus our  

Superhero and over the week built the 

‘Armour of God’ and created a display  

showing the ‘Belt of Truth’, ‘Breastplate of 

Righteousness’, ‘Shield of Faith’, ‘Helmet  

of Salvation’, ‘Sword of Spirit’ and the ‘Shoes 

of Readiness’. 

Everyday the church came alive with  

children and adults praising Jesus in many  

different ways and it was a super experience 

for many to be involved in. 

Our church was a warm inviting place 

for children and adults to enter and made 

possible by the hard work and love of a  

dedicated team. 

Thanks to you all! 

Carolyn Smith & 
Kristine Lockwood 
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ST STEPHENS HOLIDAY CLUB 2010 SUPPLEMENT 

Junior Heroes... and the usual suspects... 

Above, some of the children who attended. Below, all of the team workers involved in 
Holiday Club Week. You didn’t know it took so many people did you! 



 

Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 August –  
SIX months of planning has almost come to 

an end and we are nearly ready to begin 

Holiday Club for this year.  

Just the decor-ating of the hall and 

Church to be completed this weekend. How 

will it all look on Monday? ‘The Team’ work 

miracles with all kinds of materials to set the 

stage, ready for our exciting week. 

Monday 16 August –  

THE Truth is a belt – Samuel listened when 

God spoke to him and told Eli the truth.  

Jesus told us he is ‘the way, the truth and the 

life’. Let’s reach for the truth and wear it like 

a belt. 

‘Bizzie Lizzie’ (could that be a Curate in 

disguise?) and ‘Naughty Nick’ (now who do 

think that could be?) got our week off to a 

great start, with their belts of truth shining 

brightly.  

A great aerobic warm up with Bat Girl 

and Superman (Emma and Lisa) got us to 

our feet followed by the return of Captain 

Ketchup.  

The church was filled with singing as we 

learnt our theme song for the week 

(complete with actions) ‘Jesus is our Super 

Hero’. This got us jumping around, ready for 

refreshments.   

Having re-fuelled, time to get ‘stuck in’ 

with the craft session and making of Junior 

Hero masks (complete with feathers).  

Our Junior Heroes were now in disguise. 

In the teaching session which followed, the 

children heard the story of Samuel.  

The ‘Watt Family’ drama will unfold as 

the week goes on with ‘Super Gran’  

(amazing what lay preachers get up to), 

‘Baroness Toothache’ (didn’t know Rachael 

was such a grump), and the ‘Tooth Decay-

ers’. The morning finished with the theme 

song and we all agreed that we had got off to 

a great start. 

Tuesday 17 August –  

God’s justice is his armour – A small boy 

willingly gave his lunch of five loaves and 

two fishes to Jesus, which he used in an 

amazing way. Armour is for protection. God 

wants to protect us from harm by helping us 

choose to do what is right. 

‘Naughty Nick’ determined to be a ‘Super 

Hero’ (albeit a very badly behaved one) to-

day dressed as ‘Batman’. She created havoc 

serving up a cream pie into ‘Bizzie Lizzie’’s 

face. ‘Captain Ketchup’ has all manner of 

food to try with her favourite sauce, yes, 

ketchup, today with marrow, celery, and  

maltesers – yummy!!  

Scooters were the mode of transport for 

‘Bat Girl’ and ‘Superman’ as we began our 

aerobic warm-up and singing of our theme 

song before we headed off to the craft  

stations.  
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helmet, protecting and saving us from the 

blow of being separated from God. 

Two days left to go and the energy levels 

are dipping but as soon as the theme tune 

comes on we all seem to be lifted and  

summon up our reserves to create another 

special day.  

Following on with the daily pattern, there 

is laughter galore with Lizzie and Nick,  

horror at the food Captain Ketchup 

munches, exercise with our warm-up Heroes 

and louder than ever singing.  

The children created ‘trumpets’ to 

‘spread the good news’ – but none of us had 

bargained for the noise that that brought 

about! Kristine and Julie zoomed in on their 

scooters complete with cycle helmets to do 

the daily teaching.   

In the drama ‘Baroness Toothache’  

has captured ‘Super Gran’ and ‘Super Girl’  

(Wendy) and is looking for ‘Super Boy’  

(Rick). She wants to turn them into her new 

sweet ‘The Super Watt Jelly Family’.  

The ‘Tooth Decayers’ finally catch ‘Super 

Boy’ but will this be the end of the ‘Super 

Watt’ Family!  

Only one more day to go, the week has 

flown by but the message of Jesus being our 

Super Hero has hopefully been taken to 

heart and talked about at the children’s 

homes.   

Friday 20 August –  

God’s message is his sword –  

Josiah the boy King brought people back to 

worship God. The Bible is the word of God 

and is powerful like a sword. God has given 

us the Bible to guide us through our lives 

and help us enjoy the life he has given us. 

A great last day. All week we have been 

putting the pieces of armour onto our card-

board cut out of a soldier (suspiciously the 

same size as Martin Smith. Hmmm, was he 

the template?).  

In the craft session we created a ‘balloon 

person’ with a complete set of armour much 

to the delight of the children (and adults who 

had just about enough puff left).  

The ‘Watt Family’ Drama had a happy 

ending , with Rick finally becoming a Super 

Hero! 

At the end of the morning, it was fan-

tastic to see so many children dancing and 

singing loudly that ‘Jesus is their Super 

Hero’. A hectic week with an amazing team 

of people came to a close.  

Sunday 22 August –  

The Finale – showing you all how we  

became Junior (maybe that should be Senior 

for some of us) Heroes and put on the  

Armour of God.. 

Julia Merrifield, Carolyn Smith 
 & Kristine Lockwood 

 

Clay plaques with a cross on them were 

a reminder to us all of where we were and 

that the theme of the week is that Jesus is 

our Super Hero. The children painted their 

plaques in bright primary colours before  

listening to the story of the little boy so 

happy to give his lunch away, so that many 

people would be fed.  

Bernice did a great (noisy) Super Hero 

quiz and at the end told us about a true  

Super Hero of recent times, Mother Theresa.  

Bernice’s Mum is her Super Hero as she 

is there for her through good times and bad. 

PC ‘Bob Up and Down’ (can’t imagine 

who that is) made an appearance in the 

drama as he brings Super Gran home after 

she has been catching robbers! The singing 

of our theme song is gets louder and livelier 

as the children (and adults) learn the words 

and actions.  

Another wonderful day ends as the  

children head for home, many of them sing-

ing  ‘Jesus is our Super Hero’! 

Wednesday 18 August –  

Your Faith is your shield. . We try to show 

the children the truth and that God cares for 

us in practical ways such as the care they 

experience at Holiday Club. 

Today we learn of David as he takes on 

the might of Goliath much to the disbelief of 

all around him, but with his trust in the Lord 

he would win the battle.  

‘Naughty Nick’ (dressed as Sonic the 

Hedgehog) was having problems being 

truthful as always. Hopefully the memory 

verse for the week : ‘Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart, and lean not on your own 

understanding’ (Proverbs 3 verse 5). will 

help.  

Today’s craft was to make a shield.  

The hall was buzzing as adults and children 

(some still singing) got to grips with card-

board and glue, the results were fantastic.   

Happy Hannah defeated the school  

bully, Scary Sarah, in our teaching. Happy 

Hannah explained to the children that if they 

put their trust in Jesus he will help them 

through hard times. Unfortunately for The 

Watt Family the robbers have escaped and 

captured Super Gran and Rick. Wendy Watt 

has been very clever and captured the  

robbers using Super Gran’s Super Strength 

Denture Adhesive.  

The morning ends with another rendi-

tion of Jesus is our Super Hero! It is getting 

louder everytime we sing it. 

Thursday 19 August –  

God’s saving power is his helmet.  

Naaman’s servant girl shared the good news 

of God’s power so that her master could be 

cured of leprosy. A helmet helps protect the 

person wearing it. When Jesus died on the 

cross it was as though he was acting like a 

ST STEPHENS HOLIDAY CLUB SUPPLEMENT 

Junior Heroes Holiday Club daily diary 



YOU may not agree with the above. 

But ten years ago Arthur and I  

decided to walk the West Highland 

Way, which is 100 miles from Glasgow 

to Fort William, carrying 26lb back 

packs.  

I felt this was impossible for me to 

do having to compete with midges 

and mountains but I was encouraged 

by Arthur to ‘have a go’.   

On getting there we were having  

‘a wee dram’ to celebrate and to  

contemplate.  

When we feel that we ‘can’t do 

this, can’t do that’, this isn’t always 

true.  

Our greatest discovery is that we 

can alter our lives by altering our  

attitudes. It’s our thought life, not our 

circumstances that determines our 

happiness. 

Courage is, with love the greatest 

gift. We are, each one of us, defeated 

many times – but if we accept defeat 

with cheerfulness, and learn from it, 
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Thinking it 
through 
YOU will probably have read the front 

page of ‘Open Space’ by now.  

There is a lot there to take in.  

We are not used to being short of 

money here at St. Stephens; certainly 

not in the eleven years I have been 

your vicar. Our faith and generosity 

has matched our vision through those 

years, but we do now need to think 

and pray again about our ‘stewardship’ 

of all God gives us. 

The now (slightly famous) little 

story Bob France told us a few years 

ago is still true: The vicar entered the 

pulpit to speak about stewardship and 

giving.  

He began: òThere is good news 

and there is bad news. The good 

news is that we have all the money 

we need. The bad news is that it is 

still in our pockets!ó 

That is as true here as anywhere!  

St Stephens members are faithful and 

generous people, but our God is far 

more generous than we yet understand 

or dare to believe. We all have more to 

learn about our faith than we have 

learned so far. 

For that reason, Liz, Sandy and I 

will be speaking about the faith and 

generosity taught in the Bible on each 

Sunday through September. 

On 5th September we will think 

about the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 

19; on 12th September we will think 

about the parable of the ‘Rich Fool’ in 

Luke 12; on 19th we will think about 

why Jesus taught that we cannot serve 

God and money in Matthew 6, and at 

Harvest Thanksgiving, as we celebrate 

God’s rich provision of our needs, we 

will sum all this up by thinking about 

the faith and generosity God calls us to 

here at St Stephens. 

Liz, Sandy and I look forward to 

thinking these things through with you 

a little more. Let’s pray the Lord will 

speak to all our hearts of His faithful-

ness and generosity towards us, and 

let’s pray for a faithful and generous 

response in return.  

As Charles Dickens showed in  

‘A Christmas Carol’, it is always much 

more fun to be generous than to be 

mean! 

Ian, Liz, and Sandy    

Reflection corner 
O God, help me to live one day at a time,  

not to be thinking of what might have 

been, not to be  worrying about what may 

be.   

Help me to accept the fact that I cannot 

undo the past and I cannot foresee the 

future.   

Help me to remember that I will be never 

tried beyond that I can bear,  

that a father’s hand will never cause his 

child a needless tear,  

that I can never drift beyond your love 

and care. 

William Barclay. 1907-78 

 

LORD, I thank you for the devotion and 

skill of those who care for me,  

especially physicians, surgeons and 

nurses. 

Give them the strength and grace they 

need each day as they fulfil their high 

calling to tend and sustain  those who  

depend on them. 

May I encourage them by cheerful and 

willing cooperation. 

Jackie Sheppard. 

Anybody can do anything 
and try another way – then we will 

find fulfillment.  

The glory is not in never failing 

but in rising every time we fall.  

Shrug off the restraints that you 

have allowed others to place upon 

you. You are limitless.   

There is nothing you cannot 

achieve. There is no sadness in life 

that cannot be reversed.   

When you get in a tight place and 

everything goes against you till it 

seems as though you could not hang 

on a minute longer, never give up, for 

that is just the place and time that the 

tide will turn.   

You gain strength and courage 

and confidence by every experience 

in which you really stop to look fear 

in the face. You are able to say to 

yourself ‘I lived through this. I can 

take the next thing that comes along.’ 

You must do the thing you think you 

cannot do 

Jackie Sheppard  

OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN 

HEAVEN 

There is a way to start your day, 

I’ll tell you so that when: 

life can seem so hard to bear, 

what next, you think, but then 

please wait for just a moment 

so I may tell for you: 

each day will be more kindly 

when you spend a time or two 

to say the prayer we all know 

we learned when we were small. 

To guide us through our early years 

the prayer that’s known by all, 

we start, and say ‘Our Father’ 

and know that he will hear 

our need for him to guide us 

and those whom we hold dear. 

We’ll keep remembering those words 

as we do our daily chores, 

and know that he will bless us 

OUR FATHER, mine and yours. 

Doris Cowie 
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SEPTEMBER CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK: FROM THE REGISTERS 
SINCE AUGUST 

Baptisms 

08 Aug: Thomas Morgan & Heidi Anthony 
15 Aug: Tegan English 
We wish all our newly baptised a warm 
welcome  

Weddings 

27 Aug: Thomas North & Katy 
Brookshaw 

Funerals 

04 Aug: Margaret Exell, please remember 
daughters Brenda and Liz and their 
families. 
26 Aug: Michael Reed, please remember 
wife Marilyn and their children Matthew 
and Emma and her husband Paul. 
 SEPTEMBER DIARY 

05 Sunday 08.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
(TRINITY 14)    09.30am Parish Communion  
 10.00am Café Central (’til 12.30) 
 11.00am No Limits! Service 
 03.00pm TEA SERVICE 
 06.30pm Evening Prayer 

08 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

11 Saturday 09.30am DAD & ME! It’s back! Fun for dad’s and children. 

12 Sunday  08.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
(TRINITY 15) 09.30am Parish Communion  
 10.00am Café Central (’til 12.30) 
 11.00am No Limits! Service 
 06.30pm Common Worship Communion 

AV SYSTEM INSTALLATION IN CHURCH THIS WEEK: Some disruption to be expected 

13 Monday 07.30pm Baptism Preparation 

15 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion (in New Room this week) 
19 Sunday  08.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
(TRINITY 16) 09.30am Parish Communion  
 10.00am Café Central (’til 12.30) 
 11.00am No Limits! Service 
 06.30pm HEART Evening 

20 Monday 07.30pm Baptism Preparation 

22 Wednesday 09.00am PRAYER DAY (ending at 5.30pm) 
 10.15am Holy Communion  
25 Saturday 07.30pm Harvest Festival BARN DANCE Church Hall 

26 Sunday  08.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
(HARVEST  09.30am Parish Communion  
THANKSGIVING) 10.00am Café Central (’til 12.30) 
 11.00am No Limits! Service 
 06.30pm Evening Prayer 

27 Monday 07.30pm Baptism Preparation 

29 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

 

OCTOBER PREVIEW 
03 Sunday 08.00am Holy Communion (Prayer Book) 
(TRINITY 18)    09.30am Parish Communion  
 10.00am Café Central (’til 12.30) 
 11.00am No Limits! Service 
 03.00pm TEA SERVICE 
 06.30pm Evening Prayer 

05 Tuesday 07.00pm Illustrated Talk: Travels in Mongolia  
06 Wednesday 10.15am Holy Communion 

 

     Errors & Omissions Excepted 

 

EXTRACTS FROM IANõs BLOG  
10th August 2010 

    I AM AT Alton Abbey – a Benedictine 

Monastery in Hampshire – for just a few 
days now. It is a special place for me.  
    Five ordained friends and I have been 
coming here every year since 1983.  
    Each year the brothers welcome us. 
They are very kind and tolerant. They let 
us do our retreat in our own unique way 
and we join them for daily Eucharist, the 
daily cycle of prayers, and for meals. It has 
worked well for twenty-seven years.  
    I am welcomed with love and care.  
They know what is going on for me and 
have prayed for me since last April. But 
there is something more than that. It is as 
though the place itself has enfolded me.  
It is (in Celtic terms) a spiritually ‘thin’ 

place for me – eternity is nearer. 
    This is a place of encounter. I wait, 
mostly in silence, to see what comes to 
me.  

12 Sept Racial Justice 
Sunday  

Mark & Emma Caseley  
Audrey Cater, Julia & Julian Chard 
Albert Churchill, Jean Churchill 
Emma, Ian, Riley & Morgan Clarke  

Tyndale 
Wesley Close 
Wesley Hill  

19 Sept PCC Officers 
Secretary:  
Nicola Read  
Treasurer:  
Ted Milkins  

Bill & Sue Clements 
Joan Cook, Sandy & Lin Cooper 
Doris Cowie, Elaine Cox  
Marlene Crew, Ruth Crosby  

Whitfield Close 
Willis Road 
Wiltshire Place  

26 Sept Our planned 
giving  

Kate, Gerry, Jack & Emily Cullen 
Iris Davis, Pam Davis, Ros Davis 
Frances Dawe, Terry Dawson 
Barbara & Bernard Denyer  

Witcombe Close 
Woodchester 
Woodland Avenue  

03 Oct Mission  
Partnership  
(Kingswood & 
Soundwell)  

Martin Derrick, Margaret Dodge 
Helena Drinkwater 
Margaret Dyer, Bob & Nancy Emery 
Jon, Claire, Lauren & Alicia England  

Woodland Way 
Yew Tree Drive  
Soundwell College  


