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DURING the past six months of
the church year, we have once
again journeyed with Jesus

through the remarkable events
of his life.

These past six months have been
quite a journey, a journey which records
the landmark events in the life of Jesus
—the man who is God, yet also human.

It is the story of the central mystery
of Christianity — the story of the incar-
nation which means that God became
human, though still remained God.

We have celebrated this remarkable
story for over 2000 years now.

As much as I love the seasons of
Advent and Christmas, of Epiphany,
Lent and Easter, [ suspect that in many
ways, the long, seemingly boring season
of Pentecost is perhaps the most
important season of the church year.

This is because it’s the
season when we remember
that God once again fills us b
up with the Holy Spirit so
that we can be renewed in /
the Body of Christ.

It is the season when we are called to
allow those gifts, with which God has
blessed us, to be used.

This is so that those who need God
in their lives will be able to find Him
through their encounters with us.

-

God depends on us...

Jesus did it 2000 years ago — but
now God is depending on us to do it.

At Pentecost we celebrate the birth
of the church —where God is given skin
in us — the Body of Christ.

It seems to me that these past six
months in which we’ve travelled with
the Lord, have been something like a
dress rehearsal.

Now we're at opening night.

Ready or not, the curtain has been
lifted — and it’s all up to us now to make
sure that the show goes on and we need
to check how we can make that a life
changing experience for those who
come to the show.

God loves them and God

loves this world (John 3.16)
and so should we, and our
love for one another should help
the world believe.

Didn’t Jesus also say Oby this shall
all know that you are my disciples, if
you have love for one another.0

What can we do to ensure that the
incarnation continues to live on in us as
the Body of Christ — so that all those in
our community who are so in need of
God’s unconditional love will be able to
find Him.

What are your gifts from the Spirit?

Are you ready — to allow God to use
them? Remember — God is depending
onus... Liz Perry
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Mission Partners
with St Stephens:

Bristol City Centre
Soup Run
Bristol/Uganda Link
Christian aid
Emmaus

Fair Trade

Frenchay Hospital
Chaplaincy
Volunteers
Soundwell
Community Trust

Stop the Traffik

International
Justice Mission

We will hear more
of these partners in
future issues of
Open Space

Open Space is usually
published on the first
Sunday of the month.

If you would like to
publish something then
please give it to:

David Packe

or send an email to
david.packe@bt
internet.com.

to arrive mid month
preceding.

Thank You.

This IS Church i but not as you know it




St Stephens Celebration Day...

WAYNE and Jaime helped plan and organise this big event, to bring
as many members of church and the local community together as
possible, so as to socialise and have some fun together.

The weather was a damper for the afternoon picnic in the park,
but in the great British spirit — all went ahead as planned in the
Church Hall, with an indoor picnic followed by games for all ages.

The atmosphere was happy and relaxed with lots of fun.

Mandy and Julie were mummified with toilet paper by the children
and Gwen was a very keen contender for the egg and spoon race!

The finalé of the games was target practice: or hit the vicar with

wet sponges!'

Liz readily volunteered and her grandson threw the first sponge!
Liz - still laughing was then soak-ed by the remains from the bucket
of water! We are still not sure if this was allowed in the rules of play!

See the photo opposite!

The evening disco was brilliant with disc jockey and compére
‘Chubby Brown’. From small children to the more mature members of
present, all joined in with the dancing and having a really great time
together. To round out the evening there was a delicious buffet.

We were all a little stiff and fragile the following morning, or was

that just me?!!

Pity there had to be a limit on numbers but next time perhaps

there is sufficient demand for a larger venue?

Thank you Wayne, Jaime and the team (thank you Rosie for your
backgound support in designing posters, tickets etc). Thank you
everyone who attended to make this event such a wonderful success.

We look forward to the next one!
XX Julia Chard

LETTERS RECEIVED

Thank you from Ian and Helen:

Helen and [ want to send our heart felt thanks to
so many of you who have been praying for us in
recent weeks. Thank you also for the many, many
cards and messages. It has all helped me know I am
loved and missed, and that has been a great en-
couragement for us both.

For those of you with access to the internet, [ am
writing notes of my progress every couple of days.
You can keep up to date by visiting the church ‘Blog’
at: http://ststephens.tumblr.com

For the rest of you, the surgery on 4 May was
successful and I am recovering well.

I'm advised that I should next have a course of
chemotherapy to complete the job, and that will
start sometime in June and will last three to six
months.

You may already have seen me at church before
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THE AFTERNOON IN PROGRESS u

you read this, as I am looking forward to praying
and worshipping with you again as much as my
convalescence permits.

Thank you again for all your love and
encouragement, lan and Helen Wills.

Thank you from Audrey Nichols:

Through Open Space I would like to say ‘Thank
You’ to everyone for the warm loving kindness
shown to me upon the recent loss of my husband
and companion for many years, Nick.

The cards, letters of sympathy, phone calls and
visits, meant a great deal to me.

Finally to my friends who attended the Funeral
Service for Nick at Staple Hill Methodist Church -
there was such a warm circle of love and support

around me.
Thank you again, God Bless : Audrey (Nichols)



How to plant
your garden...

FIRST, you come to the garden
alone, while the dew is still on
the roses. For the garden of your
daily living plant as follows:

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS:
1. Peace of mind pgpe=

2. Peace of heart &
3. Peace of soul

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:

1. Squash gossip

2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:
1. Lettuce be faithful .
2. Lettuce be kind | &, ,.ﬁ
3. Lettuce be patient Sl 4 &
4. Lettuce love one
another

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:
1. Turnip for meetings

2. Turnip for service

3. Turnip to help one another

TO COMPLETE OUR GARDEN WE MUST
HAVE THYME: :

1. Thyme for each other ('

2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends

Water freely with patience and
cultivate with love. Although you
plant these vegetables there will
be much fruit in your garden,
because you reap what you sow!

The month ahead

} IF I should sleep through many
moons and seasons,

And then one morning waken
from my dreaming,

To find around me, glistening
and gleaming,

Ten thousand buttercups,

In the hedge | found a wild rose
twining,

And giant hollyhocks were
climbing high,

If creamy white syringa boughs
were shining,

And swifts sped through the sky.

If in the grass | found a skylark
nesting,

And busy bees droned out their
humdrum tune -

I should not need a calendar to
tell me, THAT: IT WAS GLORIOUS
JUNE!~

Jackie Sheppard

Our three musketeers

WHENEVER we have a group of three people, we tend to use the phrase
‘three musketeers’ as a term of endearment in reference to the story of
the same name, where a gallant trio ventured forth in life defending

truth and right.

We have our own trio in St Stephens, who have ventured forth on
their own mission of personal development.

Julia Chard, Lisa Wigmore and ‘jenny’ Wiltshire have enrolled at the
Trinity College in Bristol on an in depth religious studies course.

The 3 of us began our ordination training last September:
Lisa, fulltime and jenny and Julia part-time. We are now nearing the
end of a beneficial but challenging first year.

One thing we have learnt is that 'footnotes' are not for foot tapping to
a lively piece of music, but for reference purposes at the bottom of a

page of an essay!- Quite a revelation!

Seriously though, our workload is expected to be quite heavy up un-
til, mid July, the end of term, so if you could please remember us in your
thoughts and prayers, we would really appreciate this.

In coming months we hope to reflect on our first year at Trinity
in Open Space, & vocally during one Sunday services, when we can all

be available.
God Bless:

Lisa, jenny and Julia

Universal laws of daily life...

Law of Gravity: When dropped, any
item will roll to the least accessible
corner.

Law of Probability: The probability of
being seen is directly proportional to
the stupidity of your act

Law of Random Numbers: If you dial
a wrong number, you never get a busy
signal, someone always answers.

Law of the Alibi: If you tell the boss
you were late for work because you had
a flat tire, the very next morning you
will have a flat tire.

Variation Law: If you change lines (or
traffic lanes), the one you were in will
always move faster than the one you
are in now (works every time).

Law of the Bath: When the body is
fully immersed in water, the telephone
rings.

Law of Encounters: The probability
of meeting someone you know increases
dramatically when you are with some-
one you don't want to be seen with.
Law of the Result: When you try to
prove to someone that a machine won't
work, it will.

Law of Biomechanics: The severity of
an itch is inversely proportional to it
being out of reach

Law of the Theatre and Arena: At any

event, the people whose seats are
furthest from the aisle, always arrive
last. They are the ones who will leave
their seats several times to go for food,
a drink or the toilet and who leave early
before the end of the event is over.
People in aisle seats come early, never
move once, have long gangly legs or big
bellies, and stay to the bitter end of the
performance.
The Coffee Law: As soon as you sit
down to a cup of hot coffee, your boss
will ask you to do something which will
last until the coffee is cold.
Murphy's Law of Lockers: If there are
only two people in a locker room, they
will have adjacent lockers.
Law of Logical Argument: Anything is
possible if you don't know what you are
talking about.
Law of Physical Appearance: If the
clothes fit, they' will be ugly.
Law of Public Speaking: A closed
mouth gathers no feet.
Law of Commercial Marketing: As
soon as you find a product that you
really like, they will stop making it.
Doctors Law: If you make an appoint-
ment to go to the doctor, by the time
you get there you'll feel better.

ANON
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JUNE CYCLE OF PRAYER BEGINNING SUNDAY OF EACH WEEK:

6 June St Stephen's Thomas & Harry Adamek, Middle Road
Infant and Maisie & William Allen, Olivia Amthony Midland Road
Junior Schools Fearne & Max Bainton Morley Close
Luke & Emma Baker
13 June Kings Forest Ethan & Aaron Bennett, Ethan Blackmore Morley Road
and the Alexander & James Blake, Mulberry Close
Tynings Primary Lauren & Daniel Britton Narrow Lane
Schools Abbie & Alfie Brown
20 June City of Bristol Aimee, Amber & Charlie Buggs Neville Road
College Aaron Carlson, Daniel Cawsey New Cheltenham
Cassie Cherry, Riley & Morgan Clarke North View
Lily Coggins, Jack & Emily Cullen
27 June Local industry  Ewan & Harry Denning, Jordan Derrick Nympsfield
and people Evie & Martha Dodge, Lola-Mae Donovan Peartree Lane
who work in Leah Dunne, Lauren & Alicia England Pembroke Road
the parish Charlie Espie, Charlotte Foote
4 July Ourvicar lan  Joshua & Hollie Fudge Pinewood
Wills and his Olivia, William & Jacob Fussell, Pool Road
wife Helen and Joseph, William & Louise Gainey Portland Court
their family Theo Garnett, Toby Gaulton
JUNE DIARY
01 Tuesday 07.30pm PCC
02 Wednesday 10.15am  Holy Communion
06 Sunday 08.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
(TRINITY 1) 09.30am  Parish Communion
10.00am  Café Central (til 12.30)
11.00am  No Limits! Service
03.00pm  TEA SERVICE
06.30pm  Common Worship Holy Communion
08 Tuesday 07.30pm  Prayer Support
09 Wednesday 10.15am  Holy Communion
12 Saturday 09.30am  DAD & ME (for dads and their children)
13 Sunday 08.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
(TRINITY 2) 09.30am  Parish Communion
10.00am  Café Central opens (til 12.30)
11.00am  No Limits! Service
06.30pm  Evening Prayer
14 Monday 07.30pm  Confirmation Service (Christchurch, Downend)
16 Wednesday 10.15am  Holy Communion
19 Saturday 12.00am  Wedding
20 Sunday 08.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
(TRINITY 3) 09.30am  Parish Communion
10.00am  Café Central (til 12.30)
11.00am  No Limits! Service
06.30pm  HEART Evening
23 Wednesday 10.15am  Holy Communion
27 Sunday 08.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
(TRINITY 4) 09.30am  Parish Communion
10.00am  Café Central (til 12.30)
11.00am  No Limits! Service
06.30pm  Evening Prayer
30 Wednesday 09.00am  PRAYER DAY (ends 5.30pm)
10.15am  Holy Communion
JULY PREVIEW
03 Saturday 09.00am  Mens Group ANNUAL DAY TRIP
02.00pm  Wedding
04 Sunday 08.00am  Holy Communion (Prayer Book)
(TRINITY 5) 09.30am  Parish Communion
10.00am  Café Central (til 12.30)
11.00am  No Limits! Service
03.00pm  TEA SERVICE
06.30pm  Evening Prayer
10 Saturday 02.00pm St Stephens ANNUAL SUMMER FAYRE

and Flower Festival
E&OE

FROM THE REGISTERS
SINCE APRIL

Baptisms

9118 April: Maisie Tilley

125 April: Emily Grace Frankcom-Brown
and Thomas Andrew Harris

lo May: Ruby May Noble and Jayden
Paul Summers

16 May: Isabel Lilly Moore

130 May: Maddy Rosa Hodges.

We wish all our newly baptised a warm

welcome

Funerals

fIMay: Rosina Florence Harris
Please remember families and friends of
the deceased in your prayers.

Weddings

flApril: Kylie and Harry Gooden
fMay: Andrew McDougall & Christina

Days by the ¢

I saw this church poster at the seaside
in Fleetwood, Lancs.

6LOOKI NG FOR A
OURS WALKS ON WATER.

With all the clever adverts and
marketing we see nowadays, it's good
to see the church keeping up!!

Jackie Sheppard

LI FEGUA

Open Space id4iaedi leaktlhe mb
Just go to the church website and on the home

page click on the link to a PDF document which

will download for you to read and or print off as

you wish. In colour too!

www.saintstephensoundwell.org
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